MEUSAC coregroup holdsitsfirst meeting

30 August 2008

The Core Group of the Malta-EU Steering and Acti@am@hittee met for the first time today at the Med#eean Conference
Centre. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Chris SRatliamentary Secretary for Public Dialogue andrmiation. Prior to
Malta’s accession to the European Union, MEUSAC wasféective instrument for consultation between @mvernment,
the political parties, the constituted bodies aivil society. MEUSAC will now be coordinating theqamess of consultation
on EU legislation as well as promoting debate onigues.

The consultation process is to be managed by tlie Gmoup which consists of representatives of tbgegthment, political
parties, constituted bodies (including Gozo), noregnmental organisations and experts.

In his opening address, Parliamentary SecretarySaid emphasised the importance that the Governisegiving to
consultation. He mentioned how in the first fourntits of the current legislature, the Governmentdiesady moved ahead
with a process of wide-spread consultation on warithemes. He mentioned how his Secretariat isirape@ strengthen
national fora established for consultation on in@al issues. For this reason, the Malta CouncilHoonomic and Social
Development is being strengthened and MEUSAC has teeestablished. Dr. Said spoke about how MCESDiaveontinue
to focus on national issues of a social and econom@iure, whilst MEUSAC would be focusing on EU pgland legislation
and on how this impacts various sectors of the Malieconomy. However, the two entities would als@deardinating as
necessary and for this reason, the Chairman of MICES been asked to sit on the Core Group of MEUSAC.

Dr. Said also mentioned how prior to accessionh® EU, MEUSAC's operation was successful and thist éxperience
would now be consolidated. Now that Malta is a mendi¢he EU, Government’s strategy is that of aofepto a situation
where EU policy and EU law are now part of domegtiicy and legislation.

MEUSAC also aims to ensure that the process of d¢@tisun on European Commission legislative proppsaid on EU
policy is as wide-spread as possible, ongoing ateneed to all stakeholders. The latter are todpgesented in an equal
manner in the sectoral committees which are tosbebéished in the coming weeks. Criteria for eligyand the selection
procedures are to be established in close coomimafth the Commissioner for Voluntary Organisaso

Among the point raised during the meeting was thednfor the Core Group to take initiatives in fielatto EU policy and
legislation. Some members expressed their viewthemumber of sectoral committees to be establisttadh should not
only reflect how the EU institutions operate bugoathe sectors which are of particular importamcthé Maltese economy.
The need for a greater dissemination of informagiswell as for close cooperation between MEUSACthe Implementing



Ministries responsible for the various sectors wlas anentioned. In fact, the Ministries will also fiorpart of the sectoral
committees.

Dr. Said stated that a better synergy both witha public administration, as well as among the timtsd bodies and civil
society is essential. He also mentioned the neetife dialogue between members of the Core Grdwgreby they would be
willing to listen and to give value to what is séigl other members.

MEUSAC Head, Dr Vanni Xuereb, reiterated his satisfen at the Core Group’s wide sectoral represemtathich, he said,
shows the willingness by all parties to achieve iwmm goals in so far as European policy is concerdedsaid that, “pulling
the same rope does not necessarily mean agreeng @band with everything that is being said, labuld be taken to mean
that all of us are convinced that we should be gl@ar utmost in the best interests of the countdy” Xuereb cited Robert
Schuman’s words that, ‘Europe will not be madeaélbnce, or according to a single plan. It will taglt through concrete
achievements which first create a de facto soligari

The Core Group'’s first two priorities are to detarenthe mechanism for the consultation processtamdtablish the sectoral
committees. The former was discussed at lengthiamés agreed in principle that issues with natiangplications are

discussed at Core Group level, while proposals lwldce of interest to specific sectors are discusgedectoral level

following a consultation procedure carried out by tmplementing Ministry. MEUSAC is to ensure thatenbaver there is the
obligation for consultation with stakeholders thssthoroughly conducted. The need and method fardioation and

cooperation with the House of RepresentativesMbiese members of the European Parliament, thedssicnand Social

Committee as well as those in the Committe of thgihs was also mentioned.

The day’s agenda also focused on the election dD M&presentatives to the Core Group, the progranfmeeetings, how to
communicate what is being discussed in MEUSAC tgotitgic as well as the the involvment of expertse Tore Group will
be meeting regularly and at least once a month.



