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PRESS RELEASE

MEUSAC discusses EU initiatives for new skills anthetter jobs

The seventh meeting of the Core Group of the MaltaSteering and Action Committee
(MEUSAC) was held on the #March 2009.

The main topic on the Agenda was the Commissiorosm@unication on new skills and
better jobs.

The Commission’s Communication was presented byKisten Miller, officer within the

National Commission for Higher Education (NCHE).

The EU is concerned with long term growth and potigty, jobs and capacity to adapt to
change, gender equality and social cohesion. Aatbgap exists between the skills required
by an organisation and the current capabilitiegsofvorkforce, due to various reasons which
educational institutions are not addressing.

1 Communication from the Commission to the EuropeatidPaent, the Council, the European Economic and
Social Committee and the Committee of the RegiomMdew Skills for New Jobs Anticipating and matching
labour market and skills needs COM(2008) 868 final.
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The Commission is forecasting approximately 10diomljob openings in the EU-25 over
the period 2006 — 2020. In Malta 77,500 jobs Wéle to be created in order to meet such
target.

Discussion among members focused on, amongst oiters:

» the emergence of green jobs,

the need for career’s guidance at a younger age,

» the challenge to increase the skills of those Vath qualification so as to enable them
to access the middle qualification bracket in viefvthe fact that 41% of young
people in Malta have a low level of qualification,

» the perception that the caring professions areglahourous and the need for more
incentives to motivate employment within such pssfens,

» the need for more investment in Malta in post-sdeoy and tertiary education:

locally the current level of investment is at 1.8%GDP, while the EU is proposing

that this investment should reach the 3% of GDP.

* accurate projections with regard to job mobility.
Other matters
A status report on the election of three civil stgirepresentatives to the Core Group was

presented. So far, Mr Benjamin Rizzo has beerntesle@wo other members will be elected

in the coming weeks.
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A revised policy for the Civil Society Fund wasalsresented and members expressed their
agreement with the proposals. The CSF will incjuide the first time, support for civil
society organisations for co-financing when applyiior EU funds. The CSF will also
continue to assist CSOs with their participationBaropean groupings, associations and
federations.

Present for the meeting of the Core Group wereftitlewing members: Parliamentary
Secretary Dr. Chris Said (Chairperson), Dr. Vanniedeb (Head), Mr. Julian Micallef
(Secretary), Dr. Gabriella Pace (Head of InfrommattoMEUSAC), Ms Helen D’ Amato, Dr.
Josette Grech, Mr. Carmel Cacopardo (AlternattieanDkratika), Arthur Rossi (CMTU), Joe
Grech (GBC), Tony Zarb (GWU), Jesmond Bonelld(W), Dr. Paul De Battista (MEA),
Dr. Luciano Busuttil (PL), Benjamin Rizzo (civil siety representative), as well as substitute
members who attended as observers. Members bbstdEUSAC were also in attendance.

The next meeting of the Core Group will be heldroiday, 24" April, 2009.

MEUSAC - 27.03.2009
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STOARRIJA GHALL-ISTAMPA

[I-MEUSAC jiddiskuti inizjattivi tal-UE g hal hiliet godda u

impjiegi ahjar

lllum, 27 ta’ Marzu, saret is-seba’ ldggytal-Core Group tal-Malta-EU Steering and Action
Committee (MEUSAC).

Ghad-diskussjoni fuq |-Aenda tal-lagha kien hemm il-Komunikazzjoni mill-Kummissjoni

dwarhiliet godda u impjiegi hjar?

Is-Sinjorina Kirsten Miller, ufféjal fi hdan il-Kkummissjoni Nazzjonali t@all-Edukazzjoni
Oghla (NCHE), tat preentazzjoni dwar din il-Kkomunikazzjoni.

L-UE hija mhassbha dwar it-tkabbir u |-produttivita fit-tul, dwI-impjiegi u I-kapaita li
dawn jaddattaw mal-bidla, I-ugwaljanza tas-sess$ikaezjoni scajali. Qasma sostanzjali
tezisti bejn il-kapaitajiet li huma matiega minn organizzazzjoni u dawk tan-nies impjegati
mal-organizzazzjoni, mirabba rgunijiet varji li l-istituzzjonijiet edukattivi mhunex

gedhdin jindirrizzaw.

2 Komunikazzjoni mill-Kummissjoni lill-Parlament Ewrepv, lill-Kunsill, lill-Kumitat Ekonomiku u Seéjali
Ewropew u lill-Kumitat tar-Rgjuni — Hiliet Godda dal Impjiegi Godda. L-antipazzjoni u t-tlagqiy tas-suq
tax-xoghol u l-hiliet mehtiega. KUMM (2008) 868 finali.
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[I-Kummissjoni ged tbassar madwar 100 miljun imgjiglid fl-UE-25 bejn I-2006 u 1-2020.
F’ Malta jridu jinholqu 77,500 impjieg biex tintteaq il-mira tal-Kummissjoni.

Fost il-punti li tgajjmu waqt id-diskussjoni kierefmm:

. l-izvilupp ta’ impjiegi favur l-ambjent,
. il-bzonn ta’ gwida gall-karrieri f etazghira,
. l-isfida biex jediedu lhiliet ta’ dawk li ghandhom livell baxx ta’ edukazzjoni biex

jissiehbu ma’ dawk li dandhom livell medju. F’'Malta 41% tal-popolazzjoighazugha
ghandha livell baxx ta’ edukazzjoni meta mgabbel mamru ta’ dawk li §andhom livell
ta’ edukazzjoni ohla,

. l-idea li impjiegi fil-gasam vokazzjonali humagas attraenti u ldonn ta’ iktar
in¢entivi biex jimmotivaw dawn it-tip ta’ impjieqi,

. il-bzonn ta’ iktar investiment f'pajina fl-edukazzjoni fil-livell post-sekondarju u
terzjarju: il-livell ta’ investiment kurrenti huwda’ 1.7% tal-PGD, waqt li I-UE ged
tipproponi li dan gandu jitla’ chal 3% tal-PGD,

. projezzjonijet preéizi fir-rigward tal-mobilita tal-impjiegi.
Affarijiet o hra
[I-Membri tal-Core Group gew ippreentati b’rapport dwar I-elezzjoni tat-tliet rappeatanti

tas-s@jeta civili. S'issa gie elett is-Sur Benjamin RizzoZewg membri dira se jkunu eletti

fil- gimghat li gejjin.
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Politika azgornata dwar il-Fond igas-Sejeta Civili giet ipprezentati lill-membri li gablu ma
dak li ged jgi propost. @all-ewwel darba dan il-Fond se jinkludi assisterika

organizzazzjonijiet tas-sgeta civili ghall-ko-finanzjament ta’ prgetti teht programmi ta’
fondi tal-UE. Fl-istess waqt il-Fond se jibga’ $&ti lil dawn l|-organizzazzjonijiet fil-

parteipazzjoni tathom fihdan gruppi, assgazzjonijiet u federazzjonijiet Ewropej.

Prezenti chal-lagcha tal-Core Group kien hemm: is-Segretarju Parlamentari Dott. CBasd
(Chairperson), Dott. Vanni Xuereb (Kap tal-MEUSAC), is-Sur &l Micallef (Segretarju),
Dott. Gabriella Pace (Kap tal-Informazzjoni — MEUSA is-Sinjura Helen D’ Amato, Dott.
Josette Grech, is-Sur Carmel Cacopardo (Alterreatidemokratika), is-Sur Arthur Rossi
(CMTU), is-Sur Joe Grech (GBC), is-Sur Tony ZartW@), Jesmond Bonello (M), Dott.
Paul De Battista (MEA), Dott. Luciano Busuttil (RL$-Sur Benjamin Rizzo (rapprentant
tas-se@jetacivili), kif ukoll sostituti u membiri tal-$taff tal-MEUSAC.

ll-laggha li jmiss talCore Group se ssir nhar iGimgha 24 ta’ April, 2009.

MEUSAC - 27.03.2009



