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PRESS RELEASE

MEUSAC Core Group discusses the EU’s Maritime Polig with
Commissioner Joe Borg

The Core Group of the Malta-EU Steering and Act@Bommittee (MEUSAC) met again on
29 May. Commissioner Joe Borg was also preseimgltine meeting.

Dr Borg outlined his work during the past yearsCasnmissioner responsible for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries. He explained that his @ffadopted a policy whereby all interested
parties are involved in the decision-making proc#ssugh regional committees which
represent fishermen, scientists, environmentabstsvell as trade unions. Commissioner
Borg stated that the European Commission adoptethmtime policy which focuses on
sustainability. Earlier this year a consultationgess on the reform of the common fisheries
policy was set out. The process is expected tcectmnan end later this year and will ensure
that the different regions manage a maritime pdhicine with EU objectives.

On the Integrated Maritime Policy, Dr Borg saidttkiee Commission has adopted a work
plan which includes a number of actions: guidelifed governance on different levels which
involve Member States and other interested partt@sious cross-sector instruments for
better maritime surveillance; spatial planning whigould concurrently safeguard fishing
activities while ensuring development in otherdgbuch as sea transport or offshore energy,
among others; as well as research.

Dr Borg also said that the Mediterranean ActionnPlaill be finalised next year.
Commissioner Borg reiterated that the IntegrateditMae Policy for the Mediterranean will
not only be developed for the EU Member States ddab for third countries in the
Mediterranean Region such as the North African ttes

Commissioner Borg explained that the Commission drasexclusive role, that is that of
proposing new EU legislation as well as actinghasguardian of the EU’s legislation, and of
its treaties.



Malta-EU Steering & Action Committee

280 Republic Street
Valletta VLT 1112
Malta

Svetlana R. Curmi
Media Officer
T: 2200 3307
E: svetlana-rose.curmi@gov.mt

. Discussion among members focused on, amongst widigers:

« How the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) will be afiéec by Iceland’s possible
membership as well as how this Policy should begrated with third countries;

» The system of penalties for fishermen who comnragdlities;

* The “Motorways of the Sé&anitiative;

* The European Commission’s position on projects casioned by Member States’
Governments in harbour areas;

» The criteria upon which fish quotas are established

* Flags of convenience;

» Coastal management.

As regards Iceland’s possible membership, CommissidBorg said that when Iceland
applies formally for EU membership, the Commisswati issue its Opinion on the matter,

possibly by December, following which the Europ&wuncil at the December Summit will

decide whether to open negotiations with Icelakté stated that Iceland will not have any
CFP opt-outs but it may be granted special arraegésrsimilar to those granted to Malta.

With regard to the Motorways of the Sea, Dr Borgl ghat the Commission is currently

working on various issues of which short-sea sinig@nd energy tax payments at ports of
call, as well as increasing sea transport and dpired the concept of ‘green engine’ for

vessels. Commissioner Borg stated that the lathsr been welcomed by the cruise liner
industry.

Commissioner Borg reiterated that fish quotas ass ktringent in the Mediterranean when
compared to other coastal zones. In fact, the qubtas for the Mediterranean region have
been imposed on the fishing for swordfish and liing¢una to maintain a sustainable level.

Dr Borg explained that these quotas are agreed bpahe International Commission for the

Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). The Comsn# has a Recovery Plan Programme
for tuna and both EU and non-EU Mediterranean st&i@gve to abide by the quota.

The Commission is determined to eliminate flags@fivenience for vessels flying an EU
Member State flag, while it is insisting for bettéghts for workers on vessels, in line with
those of other employees. Dr Borg reiterated thatCommission will be working closely
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with the International Maritime Organisation (IMQp as to introduce such principles
gradually to third countries.

Present for the meeting of the Core Group werelidPaentary Secretary Dr Chris Said
(Chairperson) Dr. Joe Borg (Member of the Euroepan Commissasponsible for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries), Dr Vanni Xuereb (Head, MEAL, Mr Julian Micallef (Secretary),
Dr Godwin Grima (Principal Permanent Secretary),Rithard Cachia Caruana (Permanent
Representative to the EU), Ms Cecilia Attard-Padf®ermanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs), Ms Graziella Pullicino (A/Head,UESecretariat, Office of the Prime
Minister), Dr Gabriella Pace (Head of InformatidlEUSAC), Ms Helen D’ Amato, Mr
Malcolm Seychell (Azzjoni Nazzjonali), Mr Carmel €mpardo (Alternattiva Demokratika),
Mr Arthur Rossi (CMTU), Mr Joe Grech (Gozo Busin€samber), Mr Paul Abela (GRTU -
Chamber of SMEs), Mr Tony Zarb (General Workers'idsy), Dr Paul Debattista (Malta
Employers’ Association), Dr Romina Bartolo (UniBladdiema Mabqgduin), Mr Kevin Borg
(Malta Chamber of Commerce Enterprise and Indusly)George Schembri (Malta Hotels
and Restaurants’ Association), Ms Grace Attardil(society representative), and Ms Ella
Strickland (member of Commissioner Borg’'s Cabire)well as substitute members who
attended as observers. Members of staff of MEUSA@valso in attendance.

The next Core Group meeting will be held on Fri@éyJune, 2009.

MEUSAC - 29.05.2009
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STOARRIJA GHALL-ISTAMPA

lI-Core Group tal-MEUSAC jiddiskuti mal-Kummissarju Joe Borg

Il-Core Grouptal-MEUSAC rga’ ltaga’ fid-29 ta’ Mejju, 2009. Fil-laggaha sehem ukoll I-
Kummissarju gall-Affarijiet Marittimi u Sajd, Dott. Joe Borg.

Dott. Borg dhamel preentazzjoni lill-membri talCore Groupdwar il-hidma tiedu. Huwa
gal li I-politika addottata minnu hija viada li tinvolvi lill-partijiet kollha involuti fil-process
tat-tehid ta’ detizjonijiet permezz ta’ kumitati ggonali li fihom hemm rappreentati sajjieda,
xjentisti, ambjentalisti, kif ukoll rappg#entanti tat-trejd unjins. Il-Kummissarjutseay li |-
Kummissjoni Ewropea addottat politika marittima mmggata b’'mod sostennibli. Iktar
kmieni din is-sena tnieda wkoll press ta’ konsultazzjoni dwar ir-riforma tal-politikamuni
tas-sajd li huwa mistennigji fi tmiemu fl-ahhar ta’ din is-sena u lifgandu jwassal ieal
politika mmangjata mir-rgjuni differenti skont I-ganijiet miftehma mal-Kummissjoni.

Dwar il-Politika Marittima Integrata, Dott. Borg gé I-Kummissjoni harget bi pjan ta’
hidma maqsum fuq diversi livelli: b’linji gwida dwakigvernar fuq livelli differenti li
jinvolvu lill-Istati Membri u partijiet &ra li ghandhom sehem;hgdda li jiffacilitaw I-

integrazzjoni tal-politika marittima permezz ta’ rae ta’ sorveljanza igar, thal prgsett
pilota fil-Mediterran @al sorveljanza marittima; ippjanahjar tal-arja tal-bhar chal uzu

multiplu, thal per @éempju wagqt li jkun salvagwardjat |-operat tas-siah hemmzvilupp

iehor tal-istess arjatal uzu ta’ trasport bil-bhar jewoffshoreenergy fost I-dirajn; kif ukoll

l-izvilupp ta’ iktar ricerka fl-aspetti settorjali kollha biex ikun studjampatt u I-potenzjal
fuq, u dghal, setturi dra marittimi.

Dott. Borg gal ukoll li I-Pjan tahidma diall-Bahar Mediterran andu jkun konkla sas-

sena d-diela. Dott. Borg shaq li |-Politika Marittima Integratatmll-Mediterran mhux se
tkun zviluppata biss tall-Pajjizi Membri tal-UE ©da wkoll dall-pajjizi |-ohra tal-

Mediterran hal ma huma dawk tal-Afrika ta’ Fuq.
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Dott. Borg tkellem ukoll dwar id-dritt esklussivIl4dummissjoni Ewropea li tipproponi
ligijiet godda @all-UE, kif ukoll dwar ir-rwol tal-Kummissjoni biexizgura lharsien tal-
ligijiet u t-Trattati tal-UE, u dwar ir-relazzjoni bejl-Kummissarju u I-pajj minn fejn ikun
gej.

[I-Membri tal-Core Groupgajjmu diversi punti fost dawn:

» Kif se tintlagat il-Politika Komuni tas-Sajd bigsbija tal-landa kif ukoll dwar kif |-
Politika Komuni tas-Sajd tista’'di ntegrata ma’ pajji terzi;

* Is-sistema tal-penalibgis-sajjieda li jwettqu reati;

* L-inizjattiva “Motorways of the Séa

* ll-jedd tal-Kummissjoni Ewropea fuq pgetti li jkunu se jgu mplimentati mill-Gvern
fiz-zoni tal-portijiet;

o [l-kriterji li bihom jinhadmu I-kwoti tas-sajd;

* ll-bnadar ta’ konvenjenzdlégs of conveniengge

* L-immaniggjar taz-zoni kostali(coastal management)

Dwar is-$wubija tal-Elanda, il-Kkummissarju Borg semma |i mallidkhnda tapplika, jibda I-
process li jwassal biex il-Kummissjoni thfy I-Opinjoni tagiha. Dan jista’ ikun lest sal-
lagcha tal-Kunsill Ewropew ta’ Oiembru li gej meta jgi deciz jekk jinfethux in-negozjati
mal-Izlanda. Huwa qal I4danda mhiexha jkollha eenzjoni(opt-out) mill-Politika Komuni
tas-Sajdida jista’ jkollha arragamenti spé&ali kif ghandha Malta.

Dwar il-“Motorways of the Séa Dott. Borg qal li ghaddejja hidma biex jittieadu
decizjonijiet dwar diversi punti fosthom ighort-sea shipping dwar ilhlas tat-taxxa fuq |-
enegija fil-portijiet. Aspetti dirajn huma l-isforzibiex jintwza iktar trasport mill-bizar.
Hemm determinazzjoni wkoll biexgi zviluppat il-kurcett ta’ ‘green engine’ghall-vapuri, li
s’issa jidher li ntlaga’ tajjeb mill-industrija takuise liners

[I-Kummissarju Borg stgarr li I-Mediterran huwarlgas baar li ghandu kwoti ¢as-sajd
meta mgabbel ma’ iva chra. Fil-fatt I-unti kwoti ghall-Mediterran huma fuq it-tonn u I-
pixxispad mihabba kwistjonijiet ta’ sostennibiltd. Dott. Borgjsga li dawn il-kwoti jgu
magbula flinternational Commission for the Conservation ofaAtic Tunas (ICCAT).
Huwa gal li I-Kummissjoni andha Pjan ta’ Rkupruhgt-tonn u kull pajj ghandu kwota li
jrid izomm magha, inklw il-pajjizi tal-Meditteran li mhumiex membri tal-UE.
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[I-Kummissjoni ged tadem ukoll biex jgu eliminati bnadar ta’ konvenjenzéajl-vapuri li
jtajiru bandiera ta’ xi Stat Membru, u jihgtaw lill-haddiema I-istess drittijiet lifgandhom
haddiema li jadmu fuq l-art. Dott. Borg tenna li I-Kummissjone séhdem id fid mal-
International Maritime OrganisatiorfIMO) biex dawn il-prirtipji jidhlu b’mod gradatt fuq
bnadar tra ta’ pajjii terzi.

Prezenti chal-lagcha tal-Core Groupkien hemm: is-Segretarju Parlamentari Dott. CBasd
(Chairperson) Dott. Joe Borg (Membru tal-Kummissjoni Ewropeasp@ensabbli mill-
Affarijiet Marittimi u s-Sajd u), Dott. Vanni Xuebe (Kap tal-MEUSAC), is-Sur Julian
Micallef (Segretarju), Dott. Godwin Grima (Segr@taPermanenti Ewlieni), is-Sur Richard
Cachia Caruana (Rappentant Permanenti ta’ Maltahgll-UE), is-Sinjura Cecilia Attard
Pirotta (Segretarju Permanenti, Ministeru tal-Aféar Barranin), is-Sinjorina Graziella
Pullicino (A/Kap, Segretarjat UE fl-Uitju tal-Prim Ministru), Dott. Gabriella Pace (Kap
tal-Informazzjoni, MEUSAC), is-Sinjura Helen D’ Anm is-Sur Malcolm Seychell (Azzjoni
Nazzjonali), is-Sur Carmel Cacopardo (Alternattiemokratika), is-Sur Arthur Rossi
(CMTU), is-Sur Joe Grech (Gozo Business Chambgigur Paul Abela (GRTU - Chamber
of SMEs), is-Sur Tony Zarb (General Workers’ Uniomott. Paul Debattista (Malta
Employers’ Association), Dott. Romina Bartolo (UniHaddiema Mahbqgduin), is-Sur Kevin
Borg (Malta Chamber of Commerce Enterprise andstrglly is-sur George Schembri (Malta
Hotels and Resuarants’ Association), is-Sinjuracérdttard (rappreentanta tas-sgeta
civili), kif ukoll is-Sinjorina Ella Strickland (meiru tal-Kabinett tal-Kummissarju Borg),
sostituti u membri tal-istaff tal-MEUSAC.

ll-laggha li jmiss talCore Groupse ssir nhar iGimgha 26 ta'Gunju, 20009.

MEUSAC - 29.05.2009



