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PRESS RELEASE

Managing Climate Change: Global, EU and Maltese pespectives

The challenges being faced by Europe and globaljanding climate change, the climate
deal which is hoped to be reached in Copenhag®eaember this year, and the impact of
the developed world on climate change as well as#tional strategy to address these issues
were discussed at a Seminar organised by the Malt&teering and Action Committee and
the Ambassador of Sweden to Malta on 9 September.

In his opening statement Dr Vanni Xuereb, Head &WMAC, said that the issue of climate
change has been high on MEUSAC’s agenda and has thekled through MEUSAC’s
consultation mechanisms both at Core Group levela@s as at Sectoral Committee level
with civil society organisations. Being one of timain priorities of the Swedish Presidency,
MEUSAC has been working closely with the SwedishbBssy throughout these last months,
Dr Xuereb stated.

The Swedish Ambassador to Malta, Ms Ula Gudmundsated that climate change and its

effects is the greatest challenge for the Presidends Gudmundson mentioned the EU

targets set to reduce Carbon Dioxide @C@missions by 2020 and the willingness to take on
a 30% target if an international agreement is redcin Copenhagen, as well as the
recognition that atmospheric green-house gas lewelst be stabilised to a level needed to
stay below the EU temperature target of 2°C. Ambadsr Gudmundson stated that Malta
has an important role to play in this context. ¢bwntry is immune to climate change, Ms

Gudmundson said. Malta in particular is vulnerdbléhe rise in sea level and changes in the
terrestrial and marine ecosystems. The Swedish assdnlor to Malta stated that it is

encouraging to see the importance that climategiganbeing given by Malta

In his inaugural address, the Minister for Resasiraad Rural Affairs, the Hon. George
Pullicino, stated that awareness of the issueiofate change has increased and discussions
have gained momentum in the past months. Govermrmas assessed objectives and
capabilities, and is aware that Malta is highlycgysible to climate change due its dense
popualtion and limited resources. Minister Puliwistated that this has led Malta to support
the EU climate change package and, in December,20@8a had already declared its
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intention to join Annex 1of the United Nations Framework Convention on @lienChange
(UNFCCC). He stated that Malta never shunnedesgpaonsibilities and that Government is
aware that this will require drastic and holistatian as well as concrete measures that are
highly challenging for our country. In fact, Gomarent embarked on projects such as the
National Stratey on Greenhouse gases which wasthgcBnalised and which will be
presented to Parliament shortly as well. Ministedli€ino also mentioned the recently
appointed Committee tasked with the drafting of atibhal Strategy on Adaptation for
Climate Change which will draft a strategy tailotecaddress Malta’s adaptation concerns.

Minister Pullicino reiterated that Governments wgather in Copenhagen to forge an
agreement on climate change that will reshapeites lof human beings for generations to
come. Malta, he said, will not agree to shoghted agreements. Any future agreement
must be designed to ensure that adaptation meamareset.

Mr Michael Zammit Cutajar, the Maltese AmbassaaioiClimate Change, gave an overview
of the state of play of global negotations. He atsdlined the scientific, economic and
political implications of climate change. Ambassadammit Cutajar identified a global

transition to low emission production and consuoptof energy as one of the major
challenges, suggesting that energy saving inigatiand better efficiency options of energy
production could be major contributors to mitigelienate change.

Mr Zammit Cutajar said that the Copenhagen dealbisut moving away from burden-
sharing to a shared vision of cooperation agairgiramon threat, shared opportunities and
fair outcomes in view of the fact that while, farstance, the EU is committing itself to
reduce emissions by 30%, the Russian Federationnbasommitted itself to reducing
emissions, while Japan and the USA have not inete#ie rate at which emissions will be
reduced. Ambassador Zammit Cutajar gave a briefvow of the two tracks leading into the
Copenhagen Protocol: the Kyoto track and the Camwernrack which incudes the USA and
the less developed countries. Mr Zammit Cutajatersted that another challenge being
faced at Copenhagen will be that of mitigating ksato reach a fair deal.

! The Annex | parties are those industrialized coestisted in this annex to the Convention whicrev
committed to return their greenhouse-gas emissma990 levels by the year 2000 as per Article(d)2and
(b). They have also accepted emissions targethdéoperiod 2008-12 as per Article 3 and Annex BhefKyoto
Protocol.
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Dr Johan Schaar, Director of the International Cassion for Climate Change and
Development set up by the Swedish Prime MinisteR@07, presented the Commission’s
Report “Closing the Gaps”. Climate change, stdadedchaar, seriously affects the under-
developed countries and communities. The Commissesithus tasked with analysing what
is needed to strengthen their abilities to adaptlimate change impacts. In fact, the
Commission studied climate change impacts in valolerenvironments in different parts of
the world, such as in Cambodia, Mali and Bolivikhe poorer the community, the more
important it is to build up people’s adaptive capaand resilience. Various measures are
suggested in the Report to adapt to climate changaore affluent societies, adaptation will
emphasise technical measures. Institutions haveu@at role to play everywhere while
financial resources for adaptation to climate cleangl be in the region of several tens of
billion dollars.

Mr David Spiteri Gingell, Chairperson of the NatdrClimate Change Committee, outlined
the Climate Change Strategy for Malta which inchutlee active involvement of civil society,
establishing an institutional framework for climatieange and building on the appropriate
human resources, integrating climate change incpafiesign and the identification of
abatement measures such as energy saving lamips doinestic sector; energy performance
in buildings i.e. the heating and cooling instadias, lighting installations, the position and
orientation of the building; the promotion of engefficient domestic appliances and better
efficieny measures in street lighting.

Other interventions were made by the Hon. Mr Jesmblugliett, Head of the Maltese
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the terthnean, and the Hon. Leo Brincat,
Main Opposition Spokesperson for the Environmenst&nable Development and Climate
Change. When the discussion was opened to the fksures were raised that included Clean
Developement Mechanism projects, the relocationdadstry and how this will be tackled in
Copenhagen, and the Mediterranean Solar Plan.

The Seminar was brought to a conclusion by thadaentary Secretary for Public Dialogue
and Information, the Hon. Dr. Chris Said, who memnéd the initiatives undertaken by the
Government to help adapt to the impact of climatange. These include the Energy
Proposal for Malta, the National Energy Efficienadgtion Plan, the revised Solid Waste
Management Strategy and the draft national strategyolicy and abatement measures to
the reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Dr Saied that such initiatives boost our



Malta-EU Steering & Action Committee

280 Republic Street
Valletta VLT 1112
Malta

Svetlana R. Curmi

Media Officer

T: 2200 3307

E: svetlana-rose.curmi @gov.mt

economy and ensure a more stable supply of en@mgyernment, he said, is set to transform
the challenge to reach reduced emission targetsambpportunity to create new green jobs.

MEUSAC - 10.09.2009



