
CommunicationCommunication fromfrom thethe CommissionCommission toto thethe
EuropeanEuropean Parliament,Parliament, thethe Council,Council, thethe
EuropeanEuropean EconomicEconomic andand SocialSocial CommitteeCommittee
andand thethe CommitteeCommittee ofof RegionsRegions

Policy Development and EU Policy Development and EU 
Affairs (Social Affairs) MSOCAffairs (Social Affairs) MSOC 11

“A“A SharedShared CommitmentCommitment forfor Employment”Employment”

COM (2009) 257COM (2009) 257



Communication Communication 
“A Shared Commitment for Employment” (COM (2009) 257)“A Shared Commitment for Employment” (COM (2009) 257)

Main EventsMain Events

•• AdoptedAdopted byby thethe CommissionCommission onon 33//66//20092009

•• TransmittedTransmitted toto thethe CouncilCouncil andand thethe EuropeanEuropean ParliamentParliament
onon 55//66//20092009
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•• DiscussedDiscussed inin EPSCOEPSCO CouncilCouncil ofof MinistersMinisters meetingmeeting onon
88//66//20092009 asas partpart ofof thethe policypolicy debatedebate
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BackgroundBackground
•• CommunicationCommunication “Driving“Driving EuropeanEuropean Recovery”Recovery” thatthat outlinedoutlined

aa numbernumber ofof elementselements toto helphelp MemberMember StatesStates designdesign andand
implementimplement appropriateappropriate andand effectiveeffective employmentemployment policiespolicies

•• SpringSpring EuropeanEuropean CouncilCouncil andand thethe EmploymentEmployment WorkshopsWorkshops
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•• SpringSpring EuropeanEuropean CouncilCouncil andand thethe EmploymentEmployment WorkshopsWorkshops
heldheld inin AprilApril 20092009 thatthat helpedhelped definedefine thethe threethree keykey prioritiespriorities
containedcontained inin thisthis CommunicationCommunication

•• EmploymentEmployment SummitSummit ofof 77 MayMay 20092009 thatthat foundfound commoncommon
approachapproach onon thethe tenten prioritypriority actionsactions
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Proposed AimProposed Aim

•• ToTo strengthenstrengthen cooperationcooperation betweenbetween thethe EUEU andand itsits MemberMember
States,States, asas wellwell asas betweenbetween thethe EUEU andand socialsocial partners,partners, onon
thethe threethree keykey priorities,priorities, focusingfocusing onon concreteconcrete actions,actions, andand
supportedsupported byby allall availableavailable CommunityCommunity instruments,instruments,
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supportedsupported byby allall availableavailable CommunityCommunity instruments,instruments,
particularlyparticularly thethe EuropeanEuropean SocialSocial FundFund andand thethe
GlobalizationGlobalization AdjustmentAdjustment FundFund

•• ToTo contributecontribute toto Europe’sEurope’s rolerole inin shapingshaping thethe globalglobal efforteffort ofof
thethe internationalinternational communitycommunity towardstowards recoveryrecovery andand
sustainablesustainable growthgrowth
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How can this be achievedHow can this be achieved??

ThroughThrough thethe developmentdevelopment andand implementationimplementation ofof
thethe rightright policiespolicies andand actions,actions, toto preservepreserve
sustainablesustainable jobsjobs inin soundsound economiceconomic activitiesactivities andand
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sustainablesustainable jobsjobs inin soundsound economiceconomic activitiesactivities andand
helphelp peoplepeople intointo productiveproductive employment,employment, toto
supportsupport thethe mostmost vulnerablevulnerable andand toto prepareprepare forfor thethe
jobsjobs andand skillsskills ofof thethe futurefuture..
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3 Key Priorities3 Key Priorities::

a)a) MaintainingMaintaining employment,employment, creatingcreating jobs,jobs, andand
promotingpromoting mobilitymobility;;
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promotingpromoting mobilitymobility;;

b)b) UpgradingUpgrading skillsskills andand matchingmatching labourlabour marketmarket
needsneeds;;

c)c) IncreasingIncreasing accessaccess toto employmentemployment..
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Proposed Priority Actions/1Proposed Priority Actions/1::

 KeepKeep peoplepeople inin employmentemployment;;

 GiveGive youngyoung peoplepeople opportunitiesopportunities;;

 ImmediatelyImmediately helphelp thethe unemployedunemployed;;
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 ImmediatelyImmediately helphelp thethe unemployedunemployed;;

 TackleTackle longlong--termterm unemploymentunemployment;;

 MakeMake workers’workers’ mobilitymobility easiereasier;;
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Proposed Priority Actions/2Proposed Priority Actions/2::

 UpgradeUpgrade skillsskills atat allall levelslevels;;

 IdentifyIdentify tomorrow’stomorrow’s jobsjobs forfor recoveryrecovery;;

 EncourageEncourage entrepreneurshipentrepreneurship andand jobjob creationcreation;;
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 EncourageEncourage entrepreneurshipentrepreneurship andand jobjob creationcreation;;

 BetterBetter anticipateanticipate andand managemanage restructuringrestructuring;;

 HelpHelp smallsmall businessesbusinesses maintainmaintain andand developdevelop skillsskills..
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MakingMaking betterbetter useuse ofof CommunityCommunity FundsFunds andand mobilizingmobilizing allall
availableavailable fundsfunds inin responseresponse toto thethe crisiscrisis toto helphelp MemberMember
States,States, withwith thethe participationparticipation ofof socialsocial partners,partners, putput inin placeplace
rapidrapid reactionreaction packages,packages, thatthat focusfocus onon::

 HelpingHelping workersworkers andand companiescompanies undergoingundergoing restructuringrestructuring;;
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 HelpingHelping workersworkers andand companiescompanies undergoingundergoing restructuringrestructuring;;
 PromotingPromoting entrepreneurshipentrepreneurship andand selfself--employmentemployment;;
 MatchingMatching skillsskills andand labourlabour marketmarket needsneeds;;
 EnsuringEnsuring widerwider employmentemployment opportunitiesopportunities forfor youngyoung peoplepeople

andand mostmost vulnerablevulnerable groupsgroups;;
 EnhancingEnhancing publicpublic employmentemployment servicesservices..
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Accelerating the Funding to tackle the CrisisAccelerating the Funding to tackle the Crisis

ToTo helphelp MemberMember StatesStates inin undertakingundertaking rapidrapid recoveryrecovery
measures,measures, thethe CommissionCommission isis proposingproposing::
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(a)(a) AmendingAmending thethe StructuralStructural FundsFunds RegulationRegulation toto givegive
MemberMember StatesStates thethe optionoption ofof notnot providingproviding nationalnational coco--
fundingfunding duringduring 20092009 andand 20102010,, ii..ee.. aa 100100%%
reimbursementreimbursement raterate fromfrom thethe EUEU;;

(b)(b) AA newnew EUEU microfinancemicrofinance facilityfacility forfor employmentemployment toto
developdevelop micromicro--enterpriseenterprise andand thethe socialsocial economyeconomy..
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Preparing for the FuturePreparing for the Future

TheThe CommissionCommission willwill presentpresent proposalsproposals forfor postpost--20102010
growthgrowth andand jobsjobs strategy,strategy, includingincluding thethe EmploymentEmployment
StrategyStrategy byby endend 20092009,, takingtaking intointo accountaccount thethe ongoingongoing
discussiondiscussion amongamong EUEU institutionsinstitutions andand allall stakeholdersstakeholders
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discussiondiscussion amongamong EUEU institutionsinstitutions andand allall stakeholdersstakeholders
includingincluding::

•• AA simplersimpler EuropeanEuropean EmploymentEmployment StrategyStrategy;;
•• StrengtheningStrengthening ofof nationalnational ownershipownership andand moremore focusedfocused useuse

ofof StructuralStructural FundsFunds inin particularparticular thethe EuropeanEuropean SocialSocial FundFund;;
•• CoordinationCoordination betweenbetween Commission,Commission, MemberMember StatesStates andand

socialsocial partnerspartners toto facilitatefacilitate crosscross--countrycountry comparisoncomparison..
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Malta’s Position/1Malta’s Position/1

Malta’sMalta’s initialinitial responseresponse isis thatthat wewe welcomewelcome
thisthis CommunicationCommunication becausebecause wewe agreeagree
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thisthis CommunicationCommunication becausebecause wewe agreeagree
thatthat urgenturgent actionaction isis neededneeded levellevel toto
addressaddress thethe difficultiesdifficulties beingbeing encounteredencountered
inin thethe employmentemployment sectorsector asas aa resultresult ofof thethe
financialfinancial andand economiceconomic crisiscrisis..
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Malta’sMalta’s Position/Position/22

MaltaMalta thereforetherefore acknowledgesacknowledges thethe callcall mademade inin thethe
CommunicationCommunication forfor acceleratedaccelerated andand jointjoint actionaction inin viewview ofof
thethe continuedcontinued deteriorationdeterioration inin thethe employmentemployment situationsituation
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thethe continuedcontinued deteriorationdeterioration inin thethe employmentemployment situationsituation
acrossacross muchmuch ofof EuropeEurope andand thethe needneed forfor MemberMember StatesStates toto
taketake necessarynecessary measuresmeasures toto addressaddress thisthis problemproblem andand

improveimprove forfor thethe betterbetter thethe situationsituation inin theirtheir labourlabour marketmarket..
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Malta’s Position/3Malta’s Position/3

MaltaMalta recognisesrecognises thethe importanceimportance ofof thethe threethree keykey prioritypriority
areasareas identifiedidentified byby thethe CommissionCommission toto helphelp MemberMember
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areasareas identifiedidentified byby thethe CommissionCommission toto helphelp MemberMember
StatesStates designdesign andand implementimplement appropriateappropriate andand effectiveeffective
employmentemployment policiespolicies..
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Malta’s Position/4Malta’s Position/4

AsAs regardsregards thethe proposedproposed prioritypriority actions,actions, MaltaMalta isis ofof thethe
viewview thatthat notnot allall thesethese actionsactions taketake intointo sufficientsufficient
considerationconsideration nationalnational realitiesrealities particularlyparticularly withwith regardsregards
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considerationconsideration nationalnational realitiesrealities particularlyparticularly withwith regardsregards
toto suchsuch issuesissues asas benchmarksbenchmarks andand targettarget settingsetting..

MaltaMalta thereforetherefore believesbelieves thatthat therethere shouldshould bebe moremore
flexibilityflexibility whilstwhilst alsoalso respectingrespecting nationalnational competencecompetence..
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Thank  YouThank  You


