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MEUSAC DISCUSSES THE PROGRAMME OF THE COMMISSION
AND OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2009

The Core Group of the Malta-EU Steering and Act@ommittee (MEUSAC)
met again on the 30January 2009 under the chairmanship of the Hon. Dr
Chris Said, Parliamentary Secretary for Public @jake and Information.

Items on the Agenda

Communication from the Commission to the Europeatidnent, the Council,
the European Economic and Social Committee and Gbenmittee of the
Regions - Commission Legislative and Work PrograrB@8® - Acting now for
a better Europe (COMM (2008) 712 finahd thePiorities and Programme of
the Czech Presidenoyf the Council for January - June 2009.

The discussion was introduced by the Deputy Primeidtér and Minister of

Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Dr. Tonio Borg who presshthe programme and
priorities of the EU institutions for 2009 from tlperspective of the Maltese
government. Dr. Borg spoke about the need to mbead with the ratification

of the Treaty of Lisbon in order to strengthen B¢ institutions and to prepare
the Union to face up to the challenges of the fjsirter of the Zicentury. The

Deputy Prime Minister referred to the motto of tbeech presidency “Europe
Without Barriers” and to the 3 main priorities dietpresidency’s programme:
Economy, Energy and EU in the World.

Minister Borg emphasized the importance to keepessrelating to the
Mediterranean in view of the emphasis being plaogdhe presidency on the
Eastern partnership. He spoke at length on the teetensify efforts for peace
in the Middle East, also referring to the initi@s/ by the new US
Administration. In the coming spring, a summit wdke place between the EU
Heads of State and Government and US PresidenciB&aama. Dr. Borg
expressed support for the presidency’s efforteims of the enlargement of the
Union. He also spoke about the importance to bupgdn the EU’s relations
with countries such as China, Japan and India.

Referring to the Commission’s Programme, the Defiyne Minister praised
the Commission’s emphasis, placing the Europeazeaitas the main focus of
the Union’s activities. He also referred to effotts strengthen cooperation
between Member States in issues such as illegaigration.



The Deputy Prime Minister also spoke about isse&ging to better regulation
of the EU Institutions, the financial crisis anceayy.

Following the Minister’s intervention, a presentatiwas delivered by Mr. Joe
Fenech, Director EU Affairs within the Planning aRdorities Coordination
Division (PPCD) of the Office of the Prime MinisteMr. Fenech spoke in
greater detail about the Commission’s Programme fBlur priorities of the
Commission are Economic Growth and Jobs, ClimatnGé and a Sustainable
Europe, Citizen issues, and Europe in the Worldalde presented the Maltese
Government’s position on the Commission’s programme

Mr. Julian Micallef, Acting Head of Consultation, B WWSAC, presented the
Priorities and Programme of the Czech Presidencyhef EU Council. He
described in detail how the presidency is pushingad with the removal of
existing barriers both within the EU and also wsisthe rest of the World.

Points were raised by a number of members relatnthe need for a more
concerted effort by the EU to address the MiddlstEanflict and in relation to
the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty with partiaulreference to problems within
the Czech government in relation to the Treaty.

Implementation of Directive 2002/49/EC of the Ewap Parliament and of the
Council of 25 June 2002 relating to the assessnam management of
environmental noise.

This item was placed on the agenda at the requesiieorepresentative of
Alternattiva DemokratikaMr. Carmel Cacopardo.

Mr. Martin Seychell, Director, Environment Protecti at the Malta
Environment & Planning Authority (MEPA) introduceithe discussion by
outlining the main points of the Directive. The &itive deals with unwanted or
harmful outdoor sound created by human activiilkduding noise emitted by
means of transport, road traffic, rail traffic, anaffic, and from sites of
industrial activity. Of particular relevance to Nlare the roads since Malta
International Airport does not qualify as a majapart under the Directive.
Member States are obliged to prepare noise mapsftwase models map
designed for the global assessment of noise expadsua given area due to
different noise sources or for overall predictidos such an area. Following
this, Member States have to determine acceptablkelsleand the necessary
measures to be adopted. The Directive itself doésnadicate specific levels to
be adopted by Member States and this is left th &&mber State to determine
due to varying economic and social factors suclp@sulation densities and
levels of pollution. The Directive also provides gosystem of monitoring.



Malta is still in the initial stages of the implentation of the Directive due to
lack of the necessary expertise. In view of thi€MA has engaged foreign
consultants to assist in the identification of éineas to be mapped, the creation
of the noise map, public consultation, recommednation the Action Plans,
and drafting of the tenders for successive stagdsting to purchase of
equipment for the monitoring. Government would atequire to determine
whether specific legislation would be required loa basis of the noise maps.

Following remarks that too much time was allowedptass before adequate
steps were taken, Mr. Seychell replied that thera pne year period for the
process he described. He also referred to thettible for the Directive and that
there were different stages for the implementatbrthe Directive. He also

emphasised the expertise required which is notyswa readily available.

Appreciation and Congratulations

At the beginning of the meeting, the chairpersba,Hon. Dr. Said, on behalf of
all the members of the Core Group, expressed hisfaaion at the nomination
of Dr. George Abela to be the next President oftddbr. Abela was a member
of the MEUSAC Core Group for two terms, firstly thg the accession
negotiations process and more recently as repasenif the Labour Party.
Whilst thanking Dr. Abela for his contribution tows MEUSAC, the
chairperson requested the Head of MEUSAC to exptégs members’
congratulations and best wishes to Dr. Abela.

Nominations

The chairperson also welcomed new members andis®snembers of the
Core Group. Following the merger between the ChandbeCommerce and
Enterprise and the Federation of Industry, Mr. iKe¥i Borg and Eng. Ray
Muscat are now representing the Malta Chamber ohi@erce, Enterprise and
Industry. The Hon. Dr. Luciano Busuttil has beermimated as the member
representing the Labour Party. Mrs. Mary Ann SanirRier was nominated as
a substitute member representing the ConfederaifoMalta Trade Unions
(CMTU), Mr. George Micallef as substitute membepresenting the Malta
Hotels & Restaurants Association and Dr. Joe Mifssdsubstitute member
representing the Labour Party.



Other matters

MEUSAC Head Dr. Vanni Xuereb and Mr. Julian Micgll&cting Head
responsible for Consultation within MEUSAC, updated members about the
setting up of the Sectoral Committees. Following tall for expression of
interest issued in November 2008, twenty six cisdciety organisations
expressed their interest to form part of the sattoommittees. Dr. Xuereb
reminded the members about the invitation extended organisations
represented on the Core Group to nominate repiEsesd on the sectoral
committees. Furthermore, the election of threel @ociety organisations to
represent the voluntary sector on the Core Groegpected to take place in the
coming weeks. The MEUSAC Head also announced imatrlew members of
staff should be joining MEUSAC in February and ttiegy would provide the
necessary backbone for the management, functiamdgadministration of the
Sectoral Committees.

Present for the meeting of the Core Group werelidPagntary Secretary Dr.
Chris Said Chairperson, Dr. Vanni Xuereb (Head MEUSAC), Dr. Godwin
Grima (Principal Permanent Secretary), Mr. Richa@hchia Caruana
(Permanent Representative to the EU), Mr. Juliacalef (Acting Head of
Consultation, MEUSAC and Secretary of the Core @ypws. Graziella
Pullicino (Acting Head of the EU Secretariat - OPMJr. Sonny Portelli
(Chairman MCESD), Dr. Gabriella Pace (Head of Infation MEUSAC), Mr.
Carmel Cacopardo (Alternattiva Demokratika), Mr. thAr Rossi
(Confederation of Malta Trade Unions), Mr. Joe GreGozo Business
Chamber), Eng. Ray Muscat (Malta Chamber of ComejekEmterprise and
Industry), Mr. Pierre Fava (Malta Emplyers’ Assd@n), Mr. George Micallef
(Malta Hotel and Restaurants Association), Dr. Bbfsud (Partit Laburista),
Dr. Paul Borg Olivier (Partit Nazzjonalista), aslas substitute members, the
directors of the EU Affairs directorates in the igas Ministries, MEPA
officials and members of staff of MEUSAC.

The next meeting of the Core Group will take placeFriday, 27th February
2009.
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IL-MEUSAC JIDDISKUTI L-PJAN TA' HIDMA TAL-KUMMISSJONI
U TAL-KUNSILL G HALL-2009

lllum, 30 ta’ Jannar 2009, iltaga’Gore Grouptal-Malta-EU Steering and
Action Committeg MEUSAC), tat il-presidenza tas-Segretarju Parlamentari
ghall-Konsultazzjoni Pubblika u Informazzjoni, I-On&hris Said.

Ghad-diskussjoni fuq I-Agenda tal-laqgha tal-lum kien hemm:

Komunikazzjoni mill-Kummissjoni lill-Parlament Evpew, lill-Kunsill, lill-
Kumitat Ekonomiku u Sfali Ewropew u lill-Kumitat tar-Rgjuni - Programm
Legizlattiv u ta’ Hidma tal-Kummissjoni 2009 - &xu issa ¢al Ewropa djar
(KUMM (2008) 712 finali) kif ukoll il-Programm u I-Prijoritajiet tal-
PresidenzaCekatal-Kunsill chal JannaiGunju 2009.

Id-diskussjoni bdiet b’intervent tal-%ii Prim Ministru u Ministru tal-Affarjiet
Barranin, I-Onor. Dott. Tonio Borg li pptenta I-Programmi tal-Kummissjoni u
tal-Kunsill ghall-2009 filwaqt li fisser il-prijoritajiet tal-Gven Malti fl-UE fix-
xhur li gejjin. 1l-Ministru Borg tkellem dwar il-bonn li jigi ratifikat it-Trattat
ta’ Lizbona biex I-UE tkun tista’ ishaah |-istituzzjonijiet tadiha u tilga’ dall-
isfidi tal-ewwel kwart tas-Seklu 21. II-¥i Prim Ministru rrefera wkoll tall-
motto tal-PresidenzaCeka “L-Ewropa mingajr Barrieri” u cat-tliet
prijoritajiet ewlenin tal-programm ta’ din il-prel@nza: I-Ekonomija, I-Engija,

u I-Ewropa fid-Dinja.

[I-Ministru tal-Affarjiet Barranin tkellem ukoll dar I-importanza li mater;ji li
jinteressaw lir-rgjun tal-Mediterran jibgbu jinghataw I-importanza nigiega

fid-dawl tal-enfasi li |-PresidenzaCeka qed tagti lill-Ewropa tal-Lvant.

Tkellem fit-tul dwar il-kzonn li jissd&hu l-isforzi chall-paci fil-Lvant Nofsani

filwaqt li semma’ l-opportunitagdida i tista’ tdloq I-inizjattiva tal-
Amministrazzjonigdida fl-Istati Uniti daal dan ir-rgjun. Fir-Rebbiea li gejja,

ser issir lagha dholja bejn il-kapijiet tal-Istat u tal-Gvernijiet ltpajjizi membri

tal-UE u |-President Barack Obama. Dott. Borg espril-appgg tal-Gvern
Malti ghall-isforzi tal-Presidenz&eka dat-tkabbir tal-Unjoni. Tkellem ukoll
dwar l-importanza li jisdéu r-relazzjonijiet tal-UE ma’ pajji bhac-Cina, il-

Gappun u I-Indja.

Filwagt li rrefera @all-Programm tal-Kummissjoni, il-\¥i Prim Ministru
fahhar |-ghazla tal-Kummissjoni biexd-cittadin Ewropew ikun fi-centru tal-



attenzjoni filhidma tal-istituzzjonijiet Ewropej. Irrefera wholhgll-isforzi tal-
Kummissjoni biex tisdshah il-kooperazzjoni bejn il-paji membri tal-UE
fogsma thall-immigrazzjoni illegali.

[I-Vi¢i Prim Ministru tkellem ukoll dwar materjilal regolamentazzjonihgar
tal-istituzzjonijiet Ewropej, il-krti finanzjarja u I-enetija.

Wara l-interevent tal-Ministru Borg, saret peatazzjoni mis-Sur Joe Fenech,
Direttur tad-Direttorat tall-Affarjiet tal-UE fil-Planning and Priorities
Coordination Division(PPCD) fl-Uffic¢ju tal-Prim Ministru. Hu tkellem f'iktar
dettall dwar il-Programm tal-Kummissjoni u l-erbatijoritajiet tiechu: it-
tkabbir tal-ekonomija u I-impjiegi, il-bidla fil-kna u Ewropa sostenibbli,
Ewropa grib ¢-cittadin, u I-Ewropa hala Sideb Dinji. Hu fisser ukoll il-
pozizzjoni tal-Gvern Malti dwar il-Programm tal-Kumnsisni.

Is-Sur Julian Micallef, &ent Kap responsabbli mill-Konsultazzjoni fil-
MEUSAC fisser il-Prijoritajiet u I-Programm tal-RiidenzaCeka tal-Kunsill
(Jannar -Gunju 2009). Hu tkellem dwar kif il-presidenza getldem biex jgu
eliminati barrieri interni fl-UE kif ukoll mal-paijfi I-ohra tad-dinja.

[I-membri gajjmu numru ta’ punti dwar ildenn ta’ sforzi akbar mill-UE Tgall-
paci fil-Lvant Nofsani kif ukoll ir-ratifika tat-Tratht ta’ Lizbona fid-dawl tal-
problemi interni fihdan il-gvern tar-Repubblikéeka.

L-implimentazzjoni tad-Direttiva 2002/49/KE tal-Rament Ewropew u tal-
Kunsill tal-25 ta’ Gunju 2002 li tirrigwardja l-istudju u I-amministrajoni tal-
nsejjes ambjentali.

Din il-materja tressqget fug talba tar-rappetant tal-Alternattiva Demokratika,
il-Perit Carmel Cacopardo.

Is-Sur Martin Seychell, Direttur, |-Awtorita’ ta’ Blta dwar |-Ambjent u I-
Ippjanar (MEPA) introdéa |-materja billi semma I-punti ewlenin tad-Direti
Id-Direttiva tapplika fal hsejjes ambjentali, gifieri il- hsejjes mhux mitluba
jew ta’ hsara fl-apert mduga mill-attivitajiet umani, inklai I-hsejjes emissi
minn mezzi tat-trasport, traffiku fit-triq, traffiktal-ferroviji, traffiku tal-ajru, u
minn siti tal-attivita industrijali. Ta’ rilevenzghal Malta huma t-toroq peress li
I-Ajruport Internazzjonali ta’ Malta ma jikkwalifdex khala ajruport mgguri
skond id-Direttiva. ll-pajii membri huma obbligati lihiejju “mappa stratgka
tal-hsejjes”, jgifieri, mappa ddisinjata fgal studju globali tal-esposizzjoni tal-
hsejjes fzona partikolari lejn sorsi differenti taless jew @al tbassir globali
ghal zona thal dik. Wara dan, il-paji jridu jistabbilixxu livelli accettabli u
mizuri netessarji  @all-implimentazzjoni. Id-Direttiva fiha nfisha ma



tistabbilixxix il-livelli li I-pajji zi ghandhom jaddottaw peress li dawguideizi
minn kull pajjiz rispettivament biex jirriflettu |-varjazzjonijieta’ natura
ekonomika u sgali bejn pajjiz u iehor bhad-densita tal-popolazzjoni u I-livelli
tat-tniggiz. Id-Direttiva téaseb ukoll gal sistema ta’ rappurgg.

Malta hi fl-ewwel stadji fl-implimentazzjoni ta’ di id-Direttiva mirhabba
problemi ta’ nuggas ta’ esperti f'dan il-gasam. Kabba dan, il-MEPA gabbdet
konsulenti barranin biex jassistu fl-identifikazajotaz-zoni li jridu jigu
mmapjati, fit-tfassil tal-mappa strgika talhsejjes, fil-konsultazzjoni pubblika,
fir-rakkomandazzjonijiet all-pjanijiet ta’ azzjoni, u f'dak li gandu x’jagsam
mal-istadji li jkun imiss fl-implimentazzjoni tadiEettiva thax-xiri tal-apparat
ghal monitoring II-Gvern ikun irid jara ukoll jekk tkun nigiega lesizlazzjoni
spetifika minhabba I-mappa straiika talhsejjes.

Wara li saru rimarki dwar id-dewmien li kien hemmakemm ittiéidet azzjoni
mill-MEPA, is-Sur Seychell fisser li dan kollu jrigsir fuq perjodu ta’ sena.
Fisser kif id-Direttiva fiha nnfisha tag timetableu li d-Direttiva ma tridx i
implimentata kollha fl-istess waqt. Hu enfasizzaolWki mhuwiex fali ssib |-
esperti li hemm konn.

Hajr u Awguri

Fil-bidu tal-lagda, ic-chairpersonl-Onor. Dott. Said, esprima |-fietal-membri
tal-Core Group ghan-nomina ta’ Dott.Gorg Abela, li kien dal darbtejn
membru tal€ore Group bhala President ta’ Malta. Dott. Abela kien membru
tal-Core Group fi zmien in-negozjati bas-$wubija ta’ Malta fl-UE, u
recentement hala rappreentant tal-Partit Laburista. Filwaqt li raddjr lil
Dott. Abela das-sehem tidq fil-MEUSAC, i¢-chairpersontalab lill-Kap tal-
MEUSAC biex iwassal l-awguri tal-membri t&@lere Grouplil Dott. Abela.

Nomini

I¢-¢hairperson ta méba lil membri u sostitutgodda tal-Core Group. Wara -
amalgamazzjoni tal-Kamra tal-Kumnéeu I-Intrapriza u |-Federazzjoni tal-
Industrja fentitd wada, illMalta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise and
Industry, is-Sur Kevin J. Borg u I-ln Ray Muscat issa huma membri fisem
din I-organizzazzjoni. L-Onor. Dott. Luciano Busuihhatar membru fisem il-
Partit Laburista. Is-Sinjura Mary Ann Sant Fournighatret membru sostitut
fisem il-Konfederazzjoni tat-Trade Unions MaltirCMTU), is-Sur George
Micallef inhatar membru sostitut fisem Malta Hotels & Restaurants
Associatioru Dott. Joe Mifsud Iiala membru sostitut fisem il-Partit Laburista.



Affarijiet o hra

lI-Kap tal-MEUSAC Dott. Vanni Xuereb u I-#ent Kap responsabbli mill-
Konsultazzjoni fiF-MEUSAC, is-Sur Julian Micallefawv tadrif lill-memobri
dwar it-twaqqif tal-Kumitati Settorjali. Wara s-&@jli kienet saret fNovembru
li ghadda, sitta u fgpxrin organizzazzjoni tas-gta civili esprimew l-interess
tachhom li jkunu rappreentati fil-kumitati. Dott. Xuereb fakkar lill-membr
dwar is-sdja li saret lill-organizzazzjonijiet rapptentati fil-Core Groupbiex
huma wkoll jinnominaw membri f'dawn il-kumitati. Hamat li fil-gimghat li
gejjin issir ukoll I-chazla ta’ tlett organizzazzjonijiet tas-geta civili li ser
jirraprezentaw lis-settur fuq iEore Group Il-Kap tal-MEUSAC habbar i fi
Frar ser jinpaqduhames persuni mastaff tal-MEUSAC li x-xodiol ewlieni
taghhom ser ikun dak Ii jipprovdu I|-gqafas d¢essarju biex ikidma tal-Kumitati
Settorjali tkun effikai.

Prezenti ghal-lagcha tal-Core Group kien hemm: is-Segretarju Parlamentari
Dott. Chris Said Chairperson, Dott. Vanni Xuereb (Kap tal-MEUSAC), Dott.
Godwin Grima (Segretarju Permanenti Ewlieni), ig-Bichard Cachia Caruana
(Rappreentant Permanenti hgll-UE), is-Sur Julian Micallef (&ent Kap
Konsultazzjoni tal-MEUSAC u Segretarju @bre Group, is-Sinjorina
Graziella Pullicino (&ent Kap tas-Segretarjat UE fl-Ug8ju tal-Prim
Ministru), is-Sur Sonny PortellQhairmanMCESD), Dott. Gabriella Pace (Kap
tal-Informazzjoni fiF-MEUSAC), is-Sur Carmel Cacapa (Alternattiva
Demokratika), is-Sur Arthur RossCénfederation of Malta Trade Uniopss-
Sur Joe Grech@ozo Business ChambekIng. Ray Muscatilalta Chamber of
Commerce, Enterprise and Industrys-Sur Pierre FavaMalta Employers’
Associatio), is-Sur George Micallef Malta Hotels and Restaurants
Associatiol), Dott. Joe Mifsud (Partit Laburista), Dott. P&drg Olivier (Partit
Nazzjonalista), kif ukoll membri sostituti, id-diteri tad-direttorati gall-
Affarjiet tal-UE fid-diversi Ministeri, ufféjali tal-MEPA, u membri talstafftal-
MEUSAC.

ll-laggha li jmiss tal-Core Group ser issir@imgha 27 ta’ Frar 2009.
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