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PRESS RELEASE

MEUSAC Core Group holds its first meeting

The Core Group of the Malta-EU Steering and Act@mmmittee met for the first time today at
the Mediterranean Conference Centre. The meetirsgchvaired by Dr. Chris Said, Parliamentary
Secretary for Public Dialogue and Information. Prio Malta’s accession to the European
Union, MEUSAC was an effective instrument for cdtetion between the Government, the
political parties, the constituted bodies and cdatiety. MEUSAC will now be coordinating the
process of consultation on EU legislation as welpeomoting debate on EU issues.

The consultation process is to be managed by tlme Gooup which consists of representatives
of the Government, political parties, constituteadies (including Gozo), non-governmental
organisations and experts.

In his opening address, Parliamentary SecretarySRid emphasised the importance that the
Government is giving to consultation. He mentiohea in the first four months of the current
legislature, the Government has already moved aléhd process of wide-spread consultation
on various themes. He mentioned how his Secretemigkeking to strengthen national fora
established for consultation on important issues.this reason, the Malta Council for Economic
and Social Development is being strengthened antd & has been re-established. Dr. Said
spoke about how MCESD would continue to focus aonal issues of a social and economic
nature, whilst MEUSAC would be focusing on EU pygliand legislation and on how this
impacts various sectors of the Maltese economy. é¥ew the two entities would also be
coordinating as necessary and for this reasonCtlarman of MCESD has been asked to sit on
the Core Group of MEUSAC.
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Dr. Said also mentioned how prior to accessiom#&oBEU, MEUSAC’s operation was successful
and that this experience would now be consolidaimly that Malta is a member of the EU,
Government’s strategy is that of adapting to aasitun where EU policy and EU law are now
part of domestic policy and legislation.

MEUSAC also aims to ensure that the process of ultat®n on European Commission
legislative proposals and on EU policy is as wigeead as possible, ongoing and extended to all
stakeholders. The latter are to be representedhirgmal manner in the sectoral committees
which are to be established in the coming weekstei@ for eligibility and the selection
procedures are to be established in close coordmatith the Commissioner for Voluntary
Organisations.

Among the point raised during the meeting was @drfor the Core Group to take initiatives in
relation to EU policy and legislation. Some membexpressed their views on the number of
sectoral committees to be established which shaoldonly reflect how the EU institutions
operate but also the sectors which are of parti¢alportance to the Maltese economy. The need
for a greater dissemination of information as ves|for close cooperation between MEUSAC
and the Implementing Ministries responsible for Wiaeious sectors was also mentioned. In fact,
the Ministries will also form part of the sectocammittees.

Dr Said stated that a better synergy both withenghblic administration, as well as among the
constituted bodies and civil society is essentid. also mentioned the need for true dialogue
between members of the Core Group whereby theyduvoalwilling to listen and to give value
to what is said by other members.
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MEUSAC Head, Dr Vanni Xuereb, reiterated his satbn at the Core Group’s wide sectoral
representation which, he said, shows the willingrissall parties to achieve common goals in so
far as European policy is concerned. He said tipat]ing the same rope does not necessarily
mean agreeing about all and with everything théieisg said, but should be taken to mean that
all of us are convinced that we should be doinguwarost in the best interests of the country”.
Dr Xuereb cited Robert Schuman’'s words that, ‘Eeropll not be made all at once, or
according to a single plan. It will be built thrdugoncrete achievements which first create a de
facto solidarity.’

The Core Group’s first two priorities are to deterenthe mechanism for the consultation
process and to establish the sectoral committews farmer was discussed at length and it was
agreed in principle that issues with national irogtions are discussed at Core Group level,
while proposals which are of interest to speciécters are discussed at sectoral level following
a consultation procedure carried out by the Implgimng Ministry. MEUSAC is to ensure that
whenever there is the obligation for consultatiathwgtakeholders this is thoroughly conducted.
The need and method for coordination and cooperatith the House of Representatives, the
Maltese members of the European Parliament, thedio and Social Committee as well as
those in the Committe of the Regions was also roeatl.

The day’s agenda also focused on the election oD NE&presentatives to the Core Group, the
programme of meetings, how to communicate whageisgxdiscussed in MEUSAC to the public

as well as the the involvment of experts. The Careup will be meeting regularly and at least
once a month.

MEUSAC - 29.08.2008
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STOARRIJA GHALL-ISTAMPA

lI-Core Group tal-MEUSAC jiltaga’ g hall-ewwel darba.

lllum, fDar il-Mediterran dhall-Konferenzi, iltaga’ all-ewwel darba IEore Group tal-Malta-

EU Steering and Action Committee (MEUSAC) tat il-presidenza tas-Segretarju Parlamentari
ghad-Djalogu Pubbliku u Informazzjoni, Dott. Chrisi&all-MEUSAC, li gabel is-Bubija ta’
Malta fl-Unjoni Ewropea, servahlla strument ta’ konsultazzjoni bejn il-Gvern, d#pti politici,
I-imsiehba s@jali u s-s@jetacivili, se jkun giedied jikkoordina I-préess ta’ konsultazzjoni u d-
dibattitu kollu dwar I-UE.

Dan il-pracess sehaddan finCore Group magimul minn rappreentanti tal-Gvern, il-partiti
politici, il-korpi kostitwiti, inkluz dawk Giawdxin, rappreéentanti ta’ daqgdiet mhux
governattivi, kif ukoll esperti.

Fid-diskors tal-fta, is-Segretarju Parlamentari Dott. Chris Saichaspdwar |-importanza Ii I-
Gvern qgieted jaduti lill-pro cess ta’ konsultazzjoni. Huwa gal li fl-ewwel erbddur ta’ din il-
legislatura |I-Gvern attwa programm wiesa’ ta’ konszdfani dwar diversi temi. Permezz tas-
Segretarjat tieigu ged j&dem biex jgu msaha I-fora nazzjonali fejn issir il-konsultazzjoni dw
temi importanti. B’hekkgie msahah il-Kunsill Malti ghall-1zvilupp Ekonomiku u Sgali
(MCESD) u rga’ twaqggaf il-MEUSAC. Huwa gal li I-MCESD u |I-MEUSC se jkunu gedgn
jimxu fuqg binarji differenti, fejn -MCESD se jkuged jiffoka fuq l-aspetti sgali u ekonoméi
ta’ pajjizna, waqt li -MEUSAC se jkun ged jiffoka fuq il-pbka tal-Unjoni Ewropea u l-impatt
li din ghandha fuq diversi setturi tal-ekonomija MaltijaeBiilkun hemm koordinazzjoni bejai
zewg entitajiet, ¢-Chairman tal-MCESD huwa wied mill-membri tal€ore Group tal-
MEUSAC.
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Dott. Said kompla joid li gabel is-&ubija fl-UE, il-hidma tal-MEUSAC kienet wada ta’
swcess. Huwa tenna li I-MEUSAC irid jikkonsolida diresperjenza. Issa li pajpa huwa
membru tal-Unjoni Ewropea, |-istrafiga tal-Gverngiet addattata igpliex il-politika tal-UE, kif
ukoll il-li gijiet taghha, saru parti mill-politika u mill-fijiet taghna.

II-MEUSAC se jara li I-préess ta’ konsultazzjoni dwar proposti tal-Kummissjawropea u |-
politika tal-UE, jigi attwat bl-aktar mod wiesa’ u kontinwu possibbli nmas-setturi kollha
koncernati. Dawn se jkunu rappgentati b’'mod ekwu permezz ta’ kumitati li I-membaighhom

ghandhom ikunu nigura fil-gimghat li gejjin. Flimkien mal-Kummissarju t@ll-Ghaqdiet

Volontarji, se jgu mfassala kriterji u péeduri chal dan il-chan.

Tgajjmu diversi punti waqt il-lagg fosthom li [Core Group jiehu inizjattivi b’rabta mal-
politika u I-legislazzjoni tal-UE. Xi membri preenti esprimew ifisieb i n-numru ta’ kumitati
settorjali jizdied biex minbarra li jirriflettu I-mod kif toperBUE, jirriflettu setturi li gthandhom
importanza partikolari fgall-ekonomija ta’ pajina. Issemma’ wkoll il-bonn ta’ iktar
disseminazzjoni ta’ informazzjoni kif ukollhgl hidma ajar bejn i-MEUSAC u I-Ministeri
responsabbli mid-diversi ogsma. Fil-fatt, dawnikanu rappreentati wkoll fil-kumitati.

Dott. Said tenna |4onn ta’ aktar singjija kemm fihdan l-amministrazzjoni pubblika kif ukoll
bejn il-korpi kostitwiti u s-s¢jeta civili. Semma wkoll lhtiega ta’ djalogu veru fejn il-membri
jkunu kapai jisimghu lil xulxin u jadhtu valur lil dak li jkun ged jinad minnhaddiéor.

Dott Vanni Xuereb, Kap tal-MEUSAC fisser ukoll imeglisfazzjon tiehu li jara rappreentanza
wiesa’ mgbura madwar mejda wiida dax dan ifisser li Ikoll ged gbdu habel wided fejn
tidhol I-UE. Huwa tenna li “gbedhabel wided ma ffissirx li tagbel fug kollox u ma kollox,da
jfisser li Ikoll kemm &na konvinti li giandna nabtu I-ahjar sehem tdgna fl-interess tal-pajji”
Fakkar fil-kliem ta’ Robert Schuman li I-Ewropaittrtinbena permezz ta’ kisbiet konkreti li |-
ewwelnett iridu jholqu solidarjetale facto.”
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L-ewwel zewg prijoritajiet tal-Core Group huma dawk Igjideterminat il-metodu ta’ kif ser issir
il-konsultazzjoni u li jinbeda minnufih il-pt@ss biex jitwaqgqgfu I|-kumitati. Dwar il-
mekkanimu ta’ konsultazzjoni, saret diskussjoni fit-tulkien hemm fil-prigipju li materji
b’'implikazzjonijiet nazzjonali gu diskussi mal-ewwel milGore Group filwaqgt i materiji
b'implikazzjonijiet settorjali jgu diskussi mill-kumitati settorjali wara li tkun rea ukoll
konsultazzjoni mill-Ministeri kodernati. Tirhass ilhtiega li I-MEUSAC ikun ged jassigura li |-
kull fejn trid issir konsultazzjoni, din tkun gessir tassew. Kien diskuss ukoll itnn ta’hidma
flimkien mal-Parlament nazzjonali, mal-membri Maltfil-Parlament Ewropew, fil-Kumitat
Ekonomiku u S¢ali u fil-Kumitat tar-Regjuni tal-UE.

Gie diskuss, fosthom l|-elezzjoni ta’ rappeatanti tal-gaqdiet mhux governattivi fuq Gore

Group, programm ta’ lagmat, il-komunikazzjoni ta’ dak li jkun ged idsge fil-process ta’
konsultazzjoni mal-pubbliku u I-involviment ta’ esi. 1I-Core Group se jkun ged jiltaga’ minn
tal-ingas darba fix-xahar.

MEUSAC - 29.08.2008
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