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PRESS RELEASE

MEUSAC Core Group discusses EU Common Immigration Blicy and
Participation by NGOs in the consultation process

The Core Group of the Malta-EU Steering and Acti@ymmittee (MEUSAC) held its second
meeting today. The meeting was chaired by Dr. C&adgl, Parliamentary Secretary for Public
Dialogue and Information.

There were two main topics on the Agenda:
1. Eligibility Criteria for NGOs

The Core Group discussed a Report compiled by tberefariat of MEUSAC and the
Commissioner for Voluntary Organisations on thegibllity Criteria for the participation of
non-government organisations in the MEUSAC consialtaprocess. This process will take
place within the nine Sectoral Committees to baldisthed for this purpose in the coming
weeks. Members agreed that voluntary organissitibat are enrolled with the Commissioner
for Voluntary Organisations, as well as those the¢ not enrolled yet fulfill the criteria
established for enrolment are to be eligible tdipgate in the Sectoral Committees.

Agreement was also reached on the procedure toldyetesd for the selection of three NGOs to
represent the sector on the Core Group. The moedsbe conducted by the Council for the
Voluntary Sector according to a method agreed upothe Core Group members during the
meeting.
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2. Common Immigration Policy

The Core Group also discussed the Commission Comcation to the European Parliament, to
the Council, to the European Economic and Sociah@itee and to the Committee of Regions
on a Common Immigration Policy for Europe. The Miter of Justice and Home Affairs, Dr.
Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici and senior officials fromshMinistry also participated in the Core
Group’s discussion on this Communication. Maltesambers of the European Parliament, the
Committee of the Regions and the European EconamdcSocial Committee were also invited
to participate in the discussion on this specifem. During the discussion, the Minister, in
response to various gquestions raised by membetkeofCore Group, had the opportunity to
expand on the Agreement reached on tH& @&ptember by the EU Justice and Home Affairs
Ministers on a European Pact on Immigration andldmy It was agreed that due to the
importance of this item on the national agenda,Gbenmunication on a Common Immigration
Policy would be discussed further between the Mhipisf Justice and Home Affairs and the
Core Group members.

3. Other matters

The Core Group also took note of a significant nandf Explanatory Memoranda drawn up by
the Implementing Ministries and incorporating thesition of the Maltese Government on the
various Commission proposals. Memoranda that requrther discussion will eventually be
referred to the Sectoral Committees once thesestablished. Core Group members requested a
number of clarifications on a number of issuestdedh in the Memoranda.

Present for the meeting of the Core Group werddlh@wving members: Parliamentary Secretary
Dr. Chris Said (Chairperson), Dr. Vanni Xuereb (#eaDr. Godwin Grima (Principal
Permanent Secretary), Mr. Richard Cachia Caruaean@hent Representative to the EU), Ms.
Cecilia Attard-Pirotta (Permanent Secretary atkheistry of Foreign Affairs), Ms. Graziella
Pullicino (Acting Head of the EU Secretariat at ®EM), Mr. Sonny Portelli (Chairman Malta
council for Economic and Social Development), M&ldh D’Amato, Dr. Josette Grech, Mr.
Carmel Cacopardo (Alternattiva Demokratika), Drsi@oMuscat (Azzjoni Nazzjonali), Mr.
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Arthur Rossi (CMTU), Mr. Paul Abela (GRTU), Mr. Mar Carachi (GWU), Mr. Joe Grech
(Gozo Business Chamber), Mr. Kevin J. Borg (Maltea@ber of Commerce and Enterprise),
Dr. Paul De Battista (Malta Employers’ AssociatioMr. Ray Muscat (FOI), Mr. Alexander
Bonello (MHRA), Dr. George Abela (MLP), Dr. Paul BpOlivier (PN) and Mr. Jesmond
Bonello (UHM) as well as a number of substitute rhers who attended as observers. Members
of MEUSAC staff were also in attendance.

Also present for the discussion on the Communioabio a Common Immigration Policy were:
Dr. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici (Minister of Justice aHome Affairs), Dr. Josette Zerafa (Director
EU Affairs MJHA), Mr. Joseph St. John (Director eglDevelopment MJHA), Mr. Louis Grech
MEP (Head of the MLP delegation in the EP), Ms.u@ktte Abela-Baldacchino (member of the
Committee of the Regions), Ms. Grace Attard and Michael Parnis (members of the European
Economic and Social Committee).

MEUSAC - 26.09.2008
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STOARRIJA GHALL-ISTAMPA

II-Core Group tal-MEUSAC jiddiskuti I|-Polittkka Komuni dwar |I-
Immigrazzjoni u l-parte ¢ipazzjoni ta’ ghagdiet mhux governattivi fil-pro ¢ess
ta’ konsultazzjoni

Nhar il-Gimgha 29 ta’ Settembru fDar il-Mediterranhall-Konferenzi, rga’ Itaga’ |-Core
Group tal-Malta-EU Steering and Action Committee (MEUSAC) tat il-presidenza tas-
Segretarju Parlamentarhgd-Djalogu Pubbliku u Informazzjoni, Dott. Chrisi&a

Fuqg I-gzenda kien hemmigd-diskussjoni:

1. Kriterji ta’ eligibilta ta’ ghagdiet mhux governattivi:

[l-membri tal-Core Group iddiskutew Rapport hejji mis-Segretarjat tal-MEUSAC u mill-
Kummissarju gall-Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji fuq il-Kriterji ta’ Eligibilta ghall-
parte&ipazzjoni ta’ dhagdiet mhux governattivi fil-pkaess ta’ konsultazzjoni tal-MEUSAC. Id-
disa’ Kumitati Settorjali, li gandhom jitwaqgqfu filgimghat li gejjin, se jkunu gedgn imexxu
parti mill-pracess ta’ konsultazzjoni. 1l-membri gablu li orgazazzjoni volontarja tkun gibbli
tiechu sehem fil-Kumitati Settorjali, ladarba tkun idkai mal-Kummissarju Tfeall-
Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji jew tkun eligibbliidx tigi iskritta mill-Kummissarju gall-
Organizzazzjonijiet Volontarji.

Intlahaq ukoll gbil dwar il-metodu li gandu jintia chall-ghazla tat-tlett rappreentanti tal-
ghagdiet mhux governattivitala membri talcore Group. It-tlett membri gandom jintagzlu
permezz ta’ elezzjoni li ssir mill-Kunsill ghas-8et Volontarju skond metodu li gabel fuqu I-
Core Group.
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2. Politika Komuni dwar I-lmmigrazzjoni:

ll-Core Group iddiskuta wkoll Komunikazzjoni mill-KummissjonilliParlament Ewropew, lill-
Kunsill, lill-Kumitat Ekonomiku u Seéjali Ewropew u lill-Kumitat tar-Rgjuni - Politika Komuni
dwar |-Immigrazzjoni gall-Ewropa: Prigipji, azzjonijiet u strumenti. Waqt din id-diskyesi
hadu sehem ukoll il-Ministrutell-Gustizzja u I-Intern, Dott. Carmelo Mifsud Bonnicuifi¢jali
tal-Ministeru tiegu. Ghal din id-diskussjoni kienu mistednaljgu sehem ukoll rappzentanti
Maltin fil-Kumitat Ekonomiku u Séali Ewropew, tal-Kumitat tar-Rguni, kif ukoll tal-
Parlament Ewropew. [I-Ministru spjega fhiex jidksisti il-ftehim li ntldaq fil-25 ta’
Settembru mill-Ministri taksustizzja u I-Intern tal-Unjoni Ewropea fuq il-Pd&tvropew dall-
Immigrazzjoni u I-Ail. Kien hemm qgbil li mimabba I-importanza tal-materjaa Malta, id-
diskussjoni fuq il-Kkomunikazzjoni fuq il-Politika émuni dwar I-immigrazzjoni titkompla fi
hdan il-Core Group flimkien mal-Ministru dall-Gustizzja u I-Intern.

3. Affarijiet ohra

lI-Core Group iddiskuta numru taExplanatory Memoranda mhejjija mill-Ministeri koncernati li
jinkludu I-pazizzjoni tal-Gvern fuq il-proposti tal-KummissjonivwEopea. La jitwaqqfu I-
Kumitati Settorjali, filgimghat li gejjin, il-Memoranda li jinhtiegu jkomplu jkunu diskussi se
jintbadhtu lil dawn il-Kumitati Settorjali. 1l-membri taGore Group stagsew tall-iktar kjarifika
fug numru ta’ materji msemmija fNemoranda.

Prezenti dhall-lagcha tal-Core Group kien hemm: is-Segretarju Parlamentari Chris Said
(Chairperson), Vanni Xuereb (Kap, MEUSAC), Godwin Grima (Segrgi Permanenti
Ewlieni), Richard Cachia Caruana (Rapmnetant Permanentihgll-UE), Cecilia Attard Pirotta
(Segretarju Permanenti, MFA), Graziella Pullicind/Kap, Segretarjat UE), Sonny Portelli
(Chairman, MCESD), Helen D’Amato, Josette Grech, Carmel @acdo (AD), Josie Muscat
(AN), Arthur Rossi (CMTU), Paul Abela (GRTU), Viat&€Carachi (GWU), Joe Grech (GBC),
Kevin J. Borg (COCE), Paul De Battista (MEA), Rayuddat (FOI ), Alexander Bonello
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(MHRA), George Abela (MLP), Paul Borg Olivier (PN)Jesmond Bonello (HM), kif ukoll is-
sostituti u membri talstaff tal-MEUSAC.

Prezenti waqt id-diskussjoni dwar il-Komunikazzjoni fug-Polittka Komuni dwar |-
Immigrazzjoni kien hemm il-Ministru feall-Gustizzja u I-Intern Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici,
Josette ZerafaOirector EU Affairs MJHA), Joseph St. JohrD{rector Policy Development
MJHA), Louis Grech MPE (Kap tad-delegazzjoni tal-Mlil-Parlament Ewropew), Claudette
Abela-Baldacchino (membru tal-Kumitat targreni), Grace Attard u Michael Parnis (membri
tal-Kumitat Ekonomiku u Sgali Ewropew).

MEUSAC - 26.09.2008
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