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MEUSAC’s Environment Sectoral Committee meet again for the first
time in 2010

The MEUSAC Environment Sectoral Committee met for the
first time in 2010 to discuss the transposition and
implementation of Directive 2008/105/EC on
Environmental Quality Standards in the field of water
policy, and the General Binding Rules. At the beginning of
the meeting, Ms. Suzanne Gauci from MEPA gave a brief
information session on the priorities of the Spanish
Presidency of the EU for the first six months of 2010 on
policies related to the Environment.

The meeting was attended by several civil society organisations and stakeholders including the
Malta Tourism Society, Union Haddiema Maghqudin, Zminijietna — Voice of the Left, the
National Council of Women, the Maltese-Islands Agri Federation, Malta Hotels and Restaurants
Association, Wasteserv Malta and the Confederation of Malta Trade Unions.

The session on Environmental Quality Standards was presented by Ms. Joanne Attard
Baldacchino from MEPA. She started off by giving an overview of the Directive and then moved
on to discuss the preferred options for transposition. The session on General Binding Rules
(GBRs) was presented by Mr. Anthony Aquilina from MEPA and covered a general explanation
of the whole concept of GBRs, an explanation of the different sectors involved and the scope of
such rules.

There was also some time allocated for questions and comments.
Please do not forget to forward any comments on the Transpositiom and Implementation of
Directive 2008/105/EC (contact.eqs@mepa.org.mt) and on GBRs (gbr@mepa.org.mt) by the

end of February. The consultation briefs on these two topics were sent by e-mail in the
previous weeks.
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...... from the European Parliament
CAP and climate change: agriculture can help slow global warming

During a public hearing held on Wednesday 27" January, Agriculture Committee MEPs and
scientists said that agriculture can help to slow climate change, but should be ready to adapt
to the impact of global warming

A new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is needed to
take account of the impact of global warming and to
mitigate climate change. "A new CAP", as "manager of
the bio-sphere", would guarantee the transition to a
new model of production and "ecologically,
economically and socially efficient agriculture", he
added. The future CAP can help mitigate global
warming mitigation in three ways: limiting its own
b T @ greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, promoting carbon
storage in the soil and producing sustainable and renewable energies, according to a draft
report drawn up by Mr Le Foll on behalf of the Agricultural Committee. Wednesday's hearing
contributed to discussion of this report, which is to be put to a committee vote on 17 March.

Carbon capture

"Conservation agriculture" is the way to reconcile farming and the environment, said US
Department of Agriculture scientist Donald Reicosky. He explained that soil carbon
sequestration can offer several opportunities to improve the ecosystem. Carbon in the soil
increases water holding capacity and reduces erosion, but it can also reduce air pollution,
fertiliser inputs and capacity to handle waste materials. To this end, "limiting soil disturbance
and improving the cropping system" are the first steps to take, said Mr Reicosky in reply to
guestions by Mairead McGuinness (EPP, IE), George Lyon (ALDE, UK) and Luis Capoulas Santos

What role for the CAP?

The CAP should "focus on maintaining agricultural traditions and the policy should be kept as
strong as it has been in the past", said Esther Herranz Garcia (EPP, ES). Martin Hausling
(Greens/EFA, DE) instead stressed the need to give more support to rural development
projects, the so-called "second pillar" of the CAP.

"Across Europe, forestry and agri-environmental measures within the second pillar of the

CAP are already making a substantial contribution to climate change mitigation, said Rob
Cooke, Director of Natural England, a UK government advisory body. Although these measures
are not the main tool for reducing GHG emissions or boosting renewable energy production,
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"the carbon savings that they deliver come with an assurance that they have been achieved in a
way (...) that is consistent with principles of sustainability", he said.

José Bové (Greens/EFA, FR) said the CAP economic model had failed to help the sector. "We
need to change the model" and deliver "a new CAP able to turn its back on 30 years of
mistakes", he concluded.

Are future scenarios too catastrophic?

John Agnew (EFD, UK), questioned the reliability of future scenarios based on available
scientific data. Albert Dess (EPP, DE) agreed and stressed that "there is little accountability for
false predictions". Frank O'Mara, research director at Teagasc, the Irish Agriculture and Food
Development Authority, replied: "I am not qualified to answer, but | think that progress is
possible if we involve everybody to find the right solutions".

Impact of climate change: how to deal with it

The impact of climate change on agriculture could result in water shortages and drought, new
diseases, heat stress for animals and risks liked to extreme weather events, said Maciej Jerzy
Sadowski, from the Expert Advisory Group, "Global Change" EU research programme.
Increasing the resilience of farming systems, improving water management and reserving lands
for future production are key factors for a long-term policy response, he said. Mairead
McGuinness (EPP, IE) noted that, despite differences on the urgency of tackling climate change,
all agreed that "the real issue is better resource management".

News from the Spanish Presidency...

Spanish Presidency to promote measures to help adapt to climate
change in critical sectors such as water management

The Spanish Minister of the Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs, Elena Espinosa,
appeared before the European Parliament's Environment Committee in order to set out the
priorities of the Spanish Presidency of the EU, including the fight against climate change and the
steps that the European Union must urgently take in order to apply the Copenhagen Accord.
She said there was a need for "quick and effective progress" in international negotiations in the
run-up to the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Mexico in November.

Tel. 2200 3300 Fax 2122 7580 ZEmail: consult.meusac@gov.mt



Malta-EU Steering & Action Committee

Ms Espinosa also referred to the Spanish Presidency's intention to progress the White Paper on
adaptation to climate change in critical sectors such as soil protection, efficient water
management, conservation of biodiversity, agriculture and fisheries. The White Paper sets out a
framework for reducing the EU's vulnerability to the impact of climate change. It has been
produced based on answers to a broad consultation undertaken by the European Commission
in 2007 and other research projects recommending measures to be adopted in the short term.
She also underscored the importance of developing the

energy and climate change package, which will play a key

role in the next few years in the Community policy against

climate change, especially in relation to EU regulations on

emission rights and the need to regulate and control @ é
atmospheric pollutants to ensure they impact as little

impact as possible on ecosystems and public health.

got water?

Some of the Presidency's priorities highlighted by the Do your Dﬂl’i be water smart!

Minister for this six-month period include:

- launching a review of various directives on electric and electronic waste to improve
management of such waste, and to reduce its impact on the environment.

- promoting EU regulations for recycling biowaste.

- reaching an agreement on the directive on soil protection, which is critical to the
environment and economic activity.

- carrying out in-depth discussions and setting medium term objectives within the EU for
combating biodiversity loss and the decline in natural resources. 2010 is the International
Year of Biodiversity.

- starting discussions on sustainable management of forests in order to combat the damage
caused by phenomena such as forest fires, floods or landslides, based on the Green Paper
drafted by the Commission.

- promoting efficient water management in response to anticipated drought and flood
scenarios.
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