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Gross Domestic Product has come to be regardeul iasliaator for overall societal development
and progress in general. However, by design anggser, it cannot be relied upon to inform
policy debates on all issues. For example, GDR ¢¢ measure environmental sustainability
or social inclusion and these limitations need ¢otdiken into account when using it in policy
analysis and debates. To address this problemEtnepean Commission (together with the
European Parliament, the Club of Rome, the WWFtardOECD) organised the Beyond GDP
conference in November 2007The conference revealed strong support from poladars,
economic, social and environmental experts and sivciety for developing indicators that
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complement GDP and aim to provide more comprehengiformation to support policy
decisions.

This Communication identifies a number of actiohattcan be taken in the short to medium
term. The overall aim is to develop more inclusiudicators that provide a more reliable
knowledge base for better public debate and poheking. The Commission intends to
cooperate with stakeholders and partners to devethpators that are internationally recognised
and implemented
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