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Marc Roeder, European Commission official 
responsible for the eContentplus Programme, 
addressed an info day on the EU’s eContentplus 
Programme.  Mr Roeder, who hails from the 
European Commission’s DG Information Soci-
ety and Media Digital Content & Cognitive Sys-
tems, focused on the Work Programme and Call 
for Proposals for this year. 

The eContentplus Programme (2005–2008) 
has a budget of €149 million to tackle organisa-
tional barriers and promote the take up of lead-
ing-edge technical solutions to improve accessi-
bility and use of digital material in a multilin-
gual environment.  A call for proposals has 
been published with a deadline for sub-
mission set for 12 June 2008.  

The seminar focused on the various target areas 
and their specific focus for 2008: geographic  
information, educational content and digital 
libraries.  The Programme also supports EU-
wide co-ordination of collections in libraries, 
museums and archives and the preservation of 
digital collections so as to ensure availability of 
cultural, scholarly and scientific assets for fu-

ture use. 

The 300 participants included local authorities, 
corporations, University and schools, libraries, 
archives and museums, managers of EU-funded 
projects and programme managers.  It was 
chaired by Dr Gabriella Pace, Forum’s CEO, and 
the Hon. Dr Chris Said, Parliamentary Secretary 
for Public Dialogue & Information, delivered 
the opening address. The Programme also in-
cluded a Project Gallery featuring projects in 
which Maltese entities were involved. 

Forum Malta fl-Ewropa, together with National Contact Point 
for the EU’s Competitiveness and Innovation Programme, or-
ganised a very successful ‘Going Green’ information day focusing 
on EU funding opportunities for the environment, energy and 
eco-innovation.  This is one in a series of EU funding-related 
initiatives which Forum has embarked upon for the coming 
months.  Addressing a packed hall, Dr Gabriella Pace Forum 
Chief Executive, explained that the funding programmes for en-
ergy, the environment and eco-innovation, complement the 
European Union’s Lisbon Agenda targets. 

MRA official George Cassar outlined the status of the National 
Energy Policy.  This seeks to conform with the EU’s targets to 
reduce carbon dioxide by 20% by 2020, promote the production 
of clean energy, conform to climate change objectives, maintain 
an efficient electricity generation and distribution, and promote 
research, education, fiscal policy and investment. 

Dr Theodoros Staikos, from the Executive Agency for Competi-
tiveness and Innovation (EACI), was the Conference’s keynote 
and tackled Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) and Eco-
Innovation. The Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) Programme 
encourages the wider uptake of sustainable renewable energies 
and the Budget for this year is of €47 million.  The deadline for 
submissions of applications is 26 June 2008. The Eco-
Innovation programme is new and seeks to support eco-
innovative processes for the cleaner production of energy, while 
giving Small and Medium Enterprises support with their ideas 

and initiatives.  The budget allocated for 2008 is of €28 million 
and the deadline for submission of proposals is 11 September 
2008. 

Other speakers included Parliamentary Secretary Dr Chris Said, 
Minister George Pullicono, MCAT’s Moira Dillon who tackled the 
Seventh Framework Programme and PPCD’s Noel Toledo who 
dealt with the opportunities in the sector under the Structural 
and Cohesion Funds. Presentations are available from our office 
or on http://www.forummalta.gov.mt/fme/664/default.aspx 
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Paying particular attention to the needs of SMEs, the Competi-
tiveness and Innovation Framework programme, which covers 
the period 2007 – 2013, aims to contribute to the competitive-
ness and innovative capacity of the Community as an advanced 
knowledge society, with sustainable development based on ro-
bust economic growth and a highly competitive social market, 
economy with a high level of protection and improvement of the 
quality of the environment. Its overarching objectives are: fos-
tering the competitiveness of enterprises, in particular, that of 
SMEs; promoting all forms of innovation including eco-
innovation;  accelerating the development of a sustainable, 
competitive, innovative and inclusive information society;  and 
promoting energy efficiency and new and renewable energy 
sources in all sectors, including transport.  
 
The CIP is composed of three specific pillars, each having their 
own specific objectives:  the Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Programme (EIP),  the Information Communication Technolo-
gies Policy Support Programme (ICT-PSP) and the Intelligent 
Energy Europe Programme (IEE). 
 
The Intelligent Energy Programme,which forms part of the CIP, 
encourages the wider uptake of new and renewable energies, 
improves energy efficiency and fosters compliance with the EU 
energy regulatory framework.  It aims at accelerating action in 
relation to the agreed EU strategy and targets in the field of 
sustainable energy, increasing the share of renewable energy 
and further reducing our final energy consumption. It includes 
actions to: 
(i) increase the uptake and demand for energy efficiency; 
(ii) promote renewable energy sources and energy diversifica-
tion, and 
(iii) stimulate the diversification of fuels and energy efficiency 
in transport. 
 
The 2008 call for proposals is the next opportunity to apply for 
Intelligent Energy proposals. Approximately €45 million are 
available, supporting up to 75% of eligible project costs. The 
main purpose of the IEE is to support non-technological actions 
aimed at reaching the EU’s sustainable energy goals in society 
and market barriers. IEE also aims to tackle market barriers 

and raise awareness of European energy policy and legislation 
among energy providers, promoters, advisors, trainees, agen-
cies, policy makers and users. The benefit of IEE is to recognize 
the information that is available, but which is not being imple-
mented because of the financial risk, planning and problems 
with reaching across the EU.  
 
The IEE programme does not fund technical Research and 
Technological Development. It acts rather as a catalyst for 
socio-economic, market, regulatory, policy and institutional 
changes (e.g., international transfer of experience, promotion of 
best practices, education and training, institutional capacity 
building, information dissemination, creation of new standards 
and norms etc.). Each project requires a different set of part-
ners with specific knowledge, capacities, roles and geographical 
location in order to be able to deliver its objectives. In most 
cases, successful proposals involve more than the required 
minimum number of 3 partners.  Further information regarding 
successful projects can be obtained from http://ec.europa.eu/
energy/intelligent/library/videos_en.htm. 
 
The Eco-Innovation programme seeks to enhance the competi-
tiveness of the industries while promoting eco-innovative mar-
ket oriented activities. The Eco-innovation programme sup-
ports the first application and further market uptake of some of 
the best eco-innovative products and services in Europe, and 
helps to overcome those critical barriers that still hamper their 
commercial success. Eco-innovation is a relatively new business 
and technology area which may be described as the production, 
assimilation or exploitation of a novelty in products, production 
processes, services or in management and business methods, 
which aims, throughout its life cycle, to prevent or substantially 
reduce environmental risk, pollution and other negative im-
pacts of resources use (including energy use).   
 
This call is currently open and about €28 million are available 
for funding, covering up to 60% of the total eligible costs. The 
Call is open to all legal persons that are based in eligible coun-
tries but the priority will be given to SMEs. Clusters of appli-
cants and projects which demonstrate a European added value 
and have a high potential for market replication are strongly 
encouraged. 
 
There is a clear distinction of what can be funded under FP7 
and what can be funded under CIP. The eligible costs that can 
be claimed via FP7 focus on research, development and demon-
stration, whilst in the case of CIP the eligible costs focus on the 
techniques, products or practices whose technical performances 
and economic feasibility have already been validated, but which 
have not yet been commercialized largely because of remaining 
risks or the need to adopt these technology.  
 
Call for proposals under the Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) 
2008 is now open. Further information can be obtained from 
MIMCOL on telephone 21497970 or email cip@mimcol.com 
 

Funds available from Competitiveness and Innovation Funds available from Competitiveness and Innovation Funds available from Competitiveness and Innovation Funds available from Competitiveness and Innovation 
Programme (CIP)Programme (CIP)Programme (CIP)Programme (CIP)    
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The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7)The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7)The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7)The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7)    
We are living in an age of progress and 
innovation and this is affecting our needs 
and wants. Therefore the role of research 
in our modern society is becoming ever 
more important. The European Union 
launched a number of initiatives aimed at 
increasing investment in Research and 
Development to 3 % of GDP by 2010. This 
target was agreed upon by EU Leaders to 
meet the Lisbon strategies. Although 
there was a positive upward trend in this 
sector in the preceding two years this ob-
jective is still difficult to meet. 

Many EU companies tend to focus on 
medium R&D projects which require lim-
ited investments. There were several EU 
industries that increased their investment 
in R&D, mainly from the pharmaceuticals 
sector, the chemicals sector, the oil and 
gas sector as well as from healthcare 
equipment and services. One of the lead-
ing EU companies that invest heavily in 
research is the German company Daim-
lerChrysler  

One of the programmes that the Euro-
pean Commission launched to provide the 
necessary financial assistance for busi-
nesses to invest in research is FP7. FP7 
replaced FP6 that had financed 8,861 

projects across Europe. FP6 had in turn 
replaced the FP5. The FP7 is the key fi-
nancial tool for supporting Research and 
Innovation at European Level, with the 
purpose of integrating Europe’s research 
capacities, creating jobs and improving 
competitiveness in line with the Lisbon 
Agenda. 

Nearly all types of research required by 
the industry can be financed by FP7.  FP7 
is made up of four parts, corresponding to 
four basic components of European Re-
search namely Cooperation, Ideas, People 
and Capacities 

Although Malta is lagging behind in R&D, 
the Maltese participated in 98 projects. A 
total of 101 participants were involved in 
these projects and benefitted from a total 
of 8.97 million Euros. It is expected that 
Maltese SMEs can further utilize these 
funds to finance the research for further 
development.  

One of the projects that Malta is partici-
pating in is the FLUID-WIN project 
which targets business-to-business (B2B) 
manufacturing networks and their inter-
actions with the logistics and financial 
service providers. It aims to develop a 

platform which can seamlessly integrate 
and transfer data between all the various 
players with the aim to enhance the com-
petitiveness of the whole business sector 
and make the business process as efficient 
as possible. Eleven partners across 
Europe are participating in this project, 
which is financed by FP6. The total in-
dicative cost of this project is 3.742.300 
Euro of which the Commission funding 
amounts to 1.998.550 Euros. 

SMES are expected to benefit from this 
programme by strenghening their innova-
tion capacity which can lead to new prod-
ucts or improve existing ones. This pro-
gramme will also help them to improve 
their networks. 

Further information regarding FP7 can be 
obtained  from the following website :  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7 

Further Information regarding open calls 
is available from http://cordis.europa.eu/
fp7/dc/index.cfm 

Source : Research EU magazine Issue No 
1 & 2. 
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Forum Malta fl-Ewropa and the Malta Council for Science and 
Technology will be organising a half-day seminar entitled The 
Seventh R&D Framework Programme: Opportunities for 
SMEs. This event will be held at The Coastline Hotel, Salina 
Bay on 12 June 2008 between 9.00 and 13.00, with registration 
commencing at 8.30am. The speakers will include Dr Barend 
Verachtert (Head of Sector - DG Research, European Commis-
sion), Dr Brian Warrington (CEO—MCST), Ing. Samantha 
Runco (Malta Enterprise). And Eric Flask (Consultant –MCST). 
 
In his presentation, Dr Verachtert will be focusing specifically 
on the various opportunities for SMEs under FP7.  Other 
speakers will outline the general content of FP7 and address the 
assistance available for SMEs such as EUREKA, as well as the 
national Research and Innovation Programme.  There will also 
be a Project Gallery during which success stories from Malta 
will be presented and discussed. 

  
This event should be of particular interest to industry, SMEs, 
Research institutes, the University, Associations representing 
industry and SMEs, as well as other interested parties. 

 
Participation is free of charge, but prior registration is required 
in view of seating restrictions. Registrations should reach Brian 

Pace at Forum Malta fl-Ewropa by not later than noon of 11th 
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Since the launch of the Life programme in 1992, 2750 projects 
across Europe benefitted from this programme. The pro-
gramme supports innovative solutions that have a public di-
mension developing technologies for the environment, helping 
endangered species and natural habitats. This programme dem-
onstrates how the EU can provide the necessary help to improve 
the local environment. 

These projects usually involve partnerships between authorities 

at different levels, NGOs and small local stakeholders. These 
entities would then work together to reach a common target 
through the project. Very often this type of cooperation contin-
ues after the project has come to an end. Life projects, like all 
EU-funded projects must have clear goals and strict timetables 
for action. These projects are under continuous monitoring by 
the European Commission, thereby ensuring that these projects 
can adapt to the unforeseen and continuously changing situa-
tions over the course of the project.  

Life+ aims to bridge the gap between research and development 
results and widespread implementation.  The 2008 call for pro-
posals will be published on 15th July 2008. The Programme has 
a budget allocation of 2.143 billion for the period 2007-2013 
and comprises three componenets : 

• LIFE+ Nature & Biodiversity 
• LIFE + Environment Policy & Governance 
• LIFE + Information & Communication 
At least 78% of LIFE+ will be for co-financing of project action 
grants, of which at least 50% will be for nature and biodiversity 
projects. The European Commission will use the remaining sum 
for operational expenses. 

Issue 10 

One of the most important sectors in the European Economy is 
air transport. This sector creates over three million jobs and 
contributes to almost 2.5% of the GDP. Unfortunately it is also 
creating pollution and it is estimated that 12 % of their carbon 
dioxide output can be eliminated.  
 
The EU is afraid of falling behind the US, China, India and Rus-
sia in the aviation industry. Therefore a €1.6 billion public-
private partnership has been initiated to reduce jet carbon 
emissions and jet noise.   One of the main reasons for this ambi-
tious initiative is the boom in European air travel increasing 
greenhouse gases and noise. There are no indications that Euro-
peans, nor foreign travelers are going to change their ways and 
travel by car, train or ship instead of by plane. Aviation is a 
growth industry. Some had expected travelers to stay at home 
after 9/11 or the SARS crisis and for a short period of time there 
was a significant reduction in air travel, but travelers soon 
chose air transportation again.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June 2006, the Research Commissioner Janez Potocnik 
launched the Clean Sky initiative. This is a seven year research 
programme to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 40%, nitrous 
oxides by 60% and aircraft noise pollution by 50% by 2015. This 
Project is financed through FP7 and by private companies. The  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
estimated budget amounts to €1.6 billion and it is expected to 
be one of the largest European research projects.  
 
This project will focus on adopting wind technologies and new 
aircraft configurations, the development of more efficient en-
gines that create less pollution and better technology to develop 
low weight aircrafts and innovative rotor blades. This project 
will also ensure optimal use of raw materials and energies, thus  
improving the environmental impact of the whole products’ life 
cycle. 
 
This project will be the first step towards meeting the environ-
mental goals set by the Advisory Council for Aeronautic Re-
search in Europe (ACARE) that are to be reached in 2020  
 
 

    EU Supports Research Relating to AirEU Supports Research Relating to AirEU Supports Research Relating to AirEU Supports Research Relating to Air----craft craft craft craft     

Source : www.cleansky.eu    

    Life + programmeLife + programmeLife + programmeLife + programme 

Source : Environment for European Issue 29 
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The ‘Merhba’ Training Programme is co-funded by the 
European Social Fund and all training programmes pro-
vided are free of charge.   Following last year's success of the 
training programme, where over 586 key transport service 
providers were trained in customer care and service culture, 
the Merhba programme has been re-launched.  Merhba 
Tourism Awareness and Customer Care training programme 
is aimed at improving the customer service knowledge, abil-
ity and skills not only of transport operators and transport 
support services as was in the previous programme but also 
front line operational staff of tourism establishments in 
Gozo and individuals employed or seeking employment as 
Group Leaders in the EFL sector. 

The training programme started on the 24th of March and 
continued to run till the end of May.  To date a further 190 
front line tourism employees have been trained.  It is antici-
pated that over 650 tourism front liners will be trained by 
the end of the programme. 

The Merhba programme is divided into four 3 hour sessions, 
one of which is a professional guided tour to various heri-
tage sites in Malta and Gozo.  The aim is to provide an op-
portunity for participants to know more about the tourist 
offer in Malta and Gozo, a knowledge which they can pass 

on to tourists. 

The Merhba Programme is one of five activities that form 
part of the ‘Tourism and Support Services Training Pro-
gramme’ (co funded by the EU from the 2004/2006 Struc-
tural Funds) which was launched in May 2006 with the aim 
of providing for a holistic approach towards training and 
human resource development in tourism and tourism-
support services. This programme included training in ser-
vice culture, benchmarking improvement of standards and 
work practices, training transport service providers’ on the 
ability to communicate with tourists and provide helpful 
information about Malta, management training and support 
for small businesses, as well as a study on lifelong learning 
for the tourism sector.  By the end of the project the Malta 
Tourism Authority would have targeted over 1,500 front-
liners in the tourism sector. The total funds for the Tourism 
and Support Services Training Programme amount to € 
571,587.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F u r - t h e r 
information can be obtained from MTA's Industry HR Develop-
ment Unit on 22915125 or e-mail training@visitmalta.com; 
interested applicants can apply by calling directly on 2205 
4000. 
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The Merhba Training Programme The Merhba Training Programme The Merhba Training Programme The Merhba Training Programme     
by Karl Grech 

EU Launches € 2 billion Programme to Facilitate the EU Launches € 2 billion Programme to Facilitate the EU Launches € 2 billion Programme to Facilitate the EU Launches € 2 billion Programme to Facilitate the 
Development of New MedicinesDevelopment of New MedicinesDevelopment of New MedicinesDevelopment of New Medicines    

 

The European Commission and European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries (EFPIA) formed a public-private part-
nership and began to implementing the Innovative Medicine Initiative (IMI). The overall objective of this project is to fa-
cilitate the development of new medicine. IMI has a budget of Euro 2 billions until 2013. In 2008 grants amounting to € 
123 million will be handled to the most promising research projects in the areas of brain disorders, metabolic and inflam-
matory disease. In future calls cancer and infectious disease would also be covered. For further information together with 
calls for proposals kindly visit  http://www.imi.europa.eu   
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR PROJECT UNDER INTELLIGENT ENERGY EUROPE (IEE) 2008 PRO-
GRAMME 

 

 The Call for Proposals under the Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) 2008 
Programme is now open. Closing date for submission of applications 
(electronic submission only) is Thursday 26th June 2008 at 17:00 (local time). 
About € 45mil are available to co-finance European promotion and dissemi-

nation activities regarding energy efficiency and renewables. These activities can be undertaken through projects or the establish-
ment of new local or regional energy management agencies. Projects must have at least 3 partner organisations from 3 different 
countries, whilst for new local/regional energy management agencies, applications must be submitted by only one legal person 
which must be a local or regional public authority established in one of the participating countries. Successful applicants can ex-
pect to receive financial support covering up to 75% of the eligible costs, for a maximum period of 3 years.  
 
Further information on this programme may be obtained from the following website: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/
call_for_proposals/index_en.htm or MIMCOL on telephone 21497970. 

 

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES POLICY SUPPORT PROGRAMME  

The Information Communication Technologies Policy Support Programme is one of the main finan-
cial instruments of i2010 strategy and aims to help to overcome the hurdles hindering the develop-
ment of an information society for all in support of the i2010 goals. The major hurdles for the wider 
and better use of ICT in areas like health, inclusion, public administrations or energy efficiency in-
clude the unavailability of ICT-based services, the lack of interoperability of solutions across the 
Member States as well as the market fragmentation of ICT-based solutions. The ICT PSP helps de-
velop markets for innovative ICT-based solutions notably in areas of public interest and opens a 
wide range of new business opportunities in particular for innovative SMEs that provide ICT-based 
solutions. It does so by creating wider market opportunities and better services for SMEs rather than 
by providing direct subsidies to SMEs. The programme is expected therefore to have an impact on a wide range of SMEs extend-
ing far beyond those that participate directly in the supported actions.  

The 2008 ICT-PSP Call for Proposals will close on 9 September 2008. More information on the programme is available on 
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ict_psp/index_en.htm.  

 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR PROJECTS UNDER ECO-INNOVATION 

Call for proposals under the  Eco-innovation 2008 programme is now been open. Closing date for 
submission of proposals (electronic only) is Thursday 11th September 2008 at 17:00 (local time). The 
call text can be accessed at http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/library_en.htm  
 
The 2008 Call seeks to fund some of the best eco-innovative pilot and market replication projects (i.e. 
new products, processes or services showing clear environmental benefits) and help them succeed in 
the market. About €28 million are available for projects, covering up to 60% of the total eligible costs. 
The Call is open to all legal persons that are based in eligible countries but the priority will be given to 
SMEs. Clusters of applicants and projects which demonstrate a European added value and have a 

high potential for market replication are strongly encouraged. This year's funding priorities are: materials recycling (better sort-
ing processes, innovative recycling products, new recycling solutions for energy-intensive industries, etc.); buildings (innovative 
processes and products in the building sector, sustainable construction materials, etc.);f ood & drink (cleaner, more efficient proc-
esses for production, waste treatment and reduction, recycling and recovery, water management, etc.); greening business and 
smart purchasing (Eco-Management & Audit Scheme applications for clusters of enterprises, eco-design, eco-labelling, life cycle 
approaches)  
More information on the Programme is available on http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/index_en.htm. The 
national contact point may be contacted on tel: 21497970 or email cip@mimcol.com 

  
Issue  10 

Open CallsOpen CallsOpen CallsOpen Calls    

Editors: -  Dr Gabriella Pace 
                         Osvalido Zammit                                          © Forum Malta fl-Ewropa 2008 

280, 3rd Floor, Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1112  
MALTA 

Tel: (+356) 2590 9101  Fax: (+356) 21 22 7 580 
Website: www.forummalta.gov.mt 

Email: forumfunding@gov.mt 


