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Support for Local Companies to Enhance their WorkforceSupport for Local Companies to Enhance their WorkforceSupport for Local Companies to Enhance their WorkforceSupport for Local Companies to Enhance their Workforce    
Local Companies can now apply for the Training Aid 
Framework (TAF) to receive a part-reimbursement of  
costs for training that provides knowledge, skills and 
competences that increase the adaptability of one or 
more employees. The TAF is a scheme partly funded 
through the European Social Fund (ESF). 
 
Training is classified in two: General Training and Spe-
cific Training.  
 
�����������	�	�
  is training involving tuition which is not 
applicable only or principally to the employee’s present 
or future position in the company, but which provides 
qualifications that are largely transferable to other com-
panies or fields of work. 
�
���
	�	
����	�	�
  involves tuition directly and principally 
applicable to the employee’s present or future position 
in the company and providing qualifications which are 
not, or are only to a limited extent, transferable to other 
firms or fields of work   
 
The training eligible can be organised in-house or be 
out-sourced in Malta or overseas, distance learning and 
can comprises all the training that is relevant to an en-
terprise or the self employed. All employers with one or 
more employees, or self employed persons whose self 

employment is their primary employment can apply for 
this aid, except for those sectors which have been allo-
cated funds under other programmes for this particular 
objective such as agriculture and fisheries. 
  
The eligible costs that may be reimbursed under TAF are 
the following:  

• Trainers’ fees (and/or other costs) - 100% 
• Travel Expenses (excluding accommodation) - 100% 
• Cost of Consultancy (Training Needs Analysis) with 

regards to the training project capped at 2500- 50% 
• The personnel costs relating to the employee during 

which the trainees actually participate in the training, 
(after deduction of any productive hours)- 100% 

 
The training can range from one hour long to several 
months provided that it is successfully completed before 
the end of the scheme in June 2013. Each trainee can be 
awarded a maximum grant of € 4,000 per annum. This 
ceiling increases to € 10,000 where the training pro-
gramme leads to an MQC (EQF) level 5 or higher. Each 
company may receive up to a total grant of € 250,000 
per year. For Further information regarding this scheme 
please visit http://www.etc.gov.mt/site/page.aspx?
pageid=2280 
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CIP Malta National Contact PointCIP Malta National Contact PointCIP Malta National Contact PointCIP Malta National Contact Point    

The European Commission sees Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) as part of the business contribution to 
sustainable development and to the European Growth 
and Jobs Strategy. It believes that CSR has the potential 
to contribute to various common goals, such as social 
cohesion, economic competitiveness and a more ra-
tional use of natural resources. There are multiple chal-
lenges for Europe in coming years which can be ad-
dressed through CSR, like climate change (including wa-
ter supply, agriculture, energy and public health); ageing 
population; unemployment; lifelong learning; cultural 
diversity; globalisation and competition. The business 
sector plays a major role in helping to address these 
European challenges. 
 
CSR is not a new concept. The commercial sector has 
long realized that business cannot flourish in societies 
that are themselves not flourishing. Many commercial 
and non-commercial organisations are voluntarily taking 
measures to improve conditions for employees and en-
vironment beyond any legal requirements. 
 
CSR can be key for the EU’s competitiveness and innova-
tion. It can be argued that business practices that inter-
nalise social and environmental costs and responsibili-
ties as an integral part of a business strategy built on 
innovation can improve economic competitiveness. 
Companies that relate better to their stakeholders – in-
cluding employees, customers, investors and the wider 
community - build value and strengthen economic per-
formance. 
 
The EU’s definition of CSR is: "A concept whereby com-

panies integrate social and environmental concerns in 
their business operations and in their interaction with 
their stakeholders on a voluntary basis." According to 
the EU, this definition helps to emphasise that: 
• CSR covers social and environmental issues, in spite 
of the English term corporate social responsibility; 
• CSR is not or should not be separate from business 
strategy and operations: it is about integrating social 
and environmental concerns into business strategy and 
operations; 
• CSR is a voluntary concept; 
• An important aspect of CSR is how enterprises inter-
act with their internal and external stakeholders 
(employees, customers, neighbours, non-governmental 
organisations, public authorities, etc.) 
 
The overall objective of this call is to improve the CSR 
performance of European enterprises, thereby strength-
ening their contribution to sustainable development, 
enhancing their competitiveness, and helping to create 
the conditions for sustained economic recovery in the 
medium-term. The specific objective is to improve ca-
pacity at national level to support the uptake of CSR 
amongst enterprises, especially, but not only, amongst 
SMEs. This will be done by providing financial support to 
“national CSR platforms”. 
 
The national CSR platforms should be multi-stakeholder 
partnerships with national reach. They should involve at 
least three of the following four organisations: a na-
tional ministry or equivalent central government 
agency; a national employers’ organisation, business 
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network or business association; a national trade union; 
and a nongovernmental organisation. Ideally, additional 
stakeholders will also be represented, such as: aca-
demic, training or education establishments; non-profit 
making CSR organisations, networks or think-tanks; con-
sumer organisations; international organisations; sector-
based business organisations; and organisations that 
represent the investment community or the financial/
accounting industry. 
 
Within the framework of the Competiveness and Inno-
vation Programme (CIP), the European Commission has 
recently launched a call for proposals for the creation of 
national platforms for the promotion of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR). The deadline for submission of ap-
plications is 17 July 2009. 
 
In this light, the CIP Malta National Contact Point (CIP 

Malta NCP) within Malta Investment Management Ltd. 
(MIMCOL) organised in collaboration with Bank of Val-
letta an information session and roundtable discussion 
for stakeholders at BOV headquarters in Sta Venera last 
14th June 2009 . The aim was not only to create aware-
ness and provide details about this call, but also to facili-
tate networking and establishment of direct communi-
cation channels between the potential partners in such 
a CSR platform.  
 
The presentations as well as the programme can be 
downloaded from the CIP website: http://
www.cipmalta.com/article.aspx?newsid=116  
 
For further details  kindly contact Pedro Fernandez  Al-
varez, CIP Malta National Contact Point, c/o Malta In-
vestment Management Co. Ltd, Enterprise Centre 
San Gwann Industrial Estate, San Gwann.  

Commission adopts guidance on training aid and aid to Commission adopts guidance on training aid and aid to Commission adopts guidance on training aid and aid to Commission adopts guidance on training aid and aid to 
disadvantaged and disabled workersdisadvantaged and disabled workersdisadvantaged and disabled workersdisadvantaged and disabled workers 
The European Commission has adopted two guidance 
papers setting out criteria for the in-depth assessment 
of large amounts of training aid and of aid to disadvan-
taged and disabled workers. The guidance outlines the 
kind of information required by the Commission for its 
assessment and the assessment methodology, which is 
based on the balancing of the positive and negative ef-
fects of the aid. The criteria are in line with the Commis-
sion's refined economic approach in state aid analysis, 
based on the principles set out in the State Aid Action 
Plan . They are part of the Commission's efforts to clarify 
and simplify state aid rules. 
 
The guidance papers are a useful and practical step to 
help public authorities and companies to understand 
how best to achieve rapid approval for training aid and 
aid for disabled or disadvantaged workers. The guidance 
also complements the Commission's Communication to 
the European Council on a shared commitment to em-
ployment. 
 
The recently adopted General Block Exemption regula-
tion (see IP/08/1110 and MEMO/08/482 ) enables Mem-
ber States to grant a large number of aid measures, in-

cluding training aid and aid for the employment of dis-
abled or disadvantaged workers, without prior notifica-
tion to the Commission. However, individual aid meas-
ures involving large aid amounts can entail a higher risk 
of distorting competition. Therefore, for such measures 
a notification remains necessary in order to assess 
whether the positive effects outweigh the negative ef-
fects. 
 
The General Block Exemption Regulation defines the 
notification threshold at €2 million for training aid pro-
jects. For employment aid this threshold is set at €5 mil-
lion per undertaking per year for the employment of 
disadvantaged workers and at €10 million per undertak-
ing per year for the employment of disabled workers. 
 
 The papers on training aid and employment aid set out 
the criteria which will underlie the Commission's assess-
ment of the compatibility of such individually notifiied 
aid measures.  In particular, they provide guidance on 
the kind of information the Commission requires and 
the assessment methodology it would follow.  For fur-
ther details, see also MEMO/09/260 . 
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MELLIEHA MELLIEHA MELLIEHA MELLIEHA –––– European Destination of Excellence 2009 European Destination of Excellence 2009 European Destination of Excellence 2009 European Destination of Excellence 2009    
 Cynthia Misokova  Cynthia Misokova  Cynthia Misokova  Cynthia Misokova     

Assistant ManagerAssistant ManagerAssistant ManagerAssistant Manager————Tourism and Sustainable Development Unit, OPMTourism and Sustainable Development Unit, OPMTourism and Sustainable Development Unit, OPMTourism and Sustainable Development Unit, OPM    

The Malta Tourism Authority (MTA) has for its third year 
running participated in the preparatory action - Euro-
pean Destination of Excellence (EDEN), which is co-
financed by the European Commission, in collaboration 
with EU Member States and Candidate Countries.  

 
The aim of this preparatory ac-
tion is “to draw attention to 
value, diversity and shared char-
acteristics of European tourist 
destinations and to promote 
destinations where the economic 
growth objective is pursued in 
such a way as to ensure the so-

cial, cultural and environmental sustainability of tour-
ism. The measure also assists European citizens to be-
come better acquainted with one another.” 
 
By awarding different European destinations of excel-
lence the Commission aims at: 

• enhancing visibility of the emerging European tour-
ist destinations of excellence, especially the lesser 
know; 

• creating awareness of Europe’s tourist diversity 
and quality; 

• promoting all European countries and regions; 
• helping de-congestion, combating seasonality, re-

balancing the tourist flows towards the non-
traditional destinations; 

• awarding sustainable forms of tourism; 
• creating a platform for the exchange of good prac-

tices at European level;  
• promoting networking between awarded destina-

tions which could persuade other destinations to 
adopt sustainable tourism development models 

 
This year, the European Commission together with the 
Member States and Candidate Countries singled out a 
theme of excellence “Tourism and Protected Areas”, 
whereby a reward would be given to those protected 
areas and/or the areas bordering them where an eco-
nomically viable tourism product has been developed 
using the protected area as an asset, while respecting its 
protected environment and at the same time meeting 
the needs of local residents and visitors.   
 
The locality of Mellieha has through its sustainable ini-
tiatives succeeded in achieving this year’s title of excel-
lence. The ingredients of this success have been the in-

volvement of the local community, the dedication and 
strategic vision of its very active NGOs supported by  the 
Local Council and the locality’s own assets which have 
been exalted without being exploited irreversibly.  
 
The overall development of initiatives within this local-
ity, with particular reference to the Community of Mani-
kata, assisted in producing an integrated product which 
has awarded itself as the best locality within the 
‘European Destination of Excellence’ initiative.  
 
Initiatives undertaken related to: 

• the enhancement of the natural environment and 
landscaping of the area so as to ensure the upkeep 
of its geophysical features and endemic flora; 

• the protection and preservation of architectural 
and archaeological features whilst providing new 
relevance to local competences in the area of agri-
culture, animal husbandry and the production of 
typical local food and popular medicine; 

• bring local farmers, volunteers and members of 
the community to cooperate on a common project 
for the benefit of the local community; 

• enable farmers in the area to return abandoned 
fields to agricultural use and to reap a sustainable 
economic return from their investment in agricul-
ture; 

• enable locals and visitors to learn of the myriad of 
resources through direct contact with the area  

 
Mr Robert Cutajar, Mayor of Mellieha, said that the 
main aim of this project was to emphasis on the rural, 
cultural and historical aspects of the locality. Mellieha is 
surrounded by vast rural areas and enriched with ar-
chaeological sites, historical heritage, heritage trails, 
agro-tourism and a natural park. Mr Cutajar also added 
that Mellieha has fifty local organisations and societies 
including band clubs, sports clubs, arts and crafts clubs, 
and religious societies all voluntary based. The Local 
Council does its best to promote the locality of Mellieha 
to locals and tourists not only through its variety of 
beaches for which it has amply gained its popularity, but 
especially through the organisation of various cultural, 
traditional activities throughout the year, which give 
great emphasis to the rural characteristics of the local-
ity. This ensures that the locality of Mellieha and its sur-
rounding communities are amply marketed for their dis-
tinctive characteristics all year round. 
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These initiatives contribute to the principle of sustain-
able development since they enable the enjoyment of 
Mellieha’s rural and traditional assets for present and 
future generations. 
  
The rural dimension has been enhanced thanks to the 
utilization of local products that belong to the Maltese 
eno-gastronomic identity. The presentation of those 
products happens in a typical rural scenario such as that 
of the streets of the locality. Participants to the events 
live a wholesome and comprehensive experience of ru-
ral life and rural dimension.  
 
The Tourism and Sustainable Development Unit within 
MTA has recently submitted its proposal for the fourth 
edition of the EDEN project which will focus on ‘Tourism 
and Aquatic Tourism’. The quest is for those tourist 
coastal, lake and riverside destinations promoting inno-
vative approaches for their aquatic tourism offer in such 
a way as to develop a more qualitative environment, to 

cope with the seasonality issue and to rebalance the 
tourist flows from the most famous and crowded tourist 
destinations. 

Mellieha, not just a summer resort but a destination for 
all seasons! 

Introducing LIFE +Introducing LIFE +Introducing LIFE +Introducing LIFE +    
Maria Elena AttardMaria Elena AttardMaria Elena AttardMaria Elena Attard    

LIFE+ Focal Point LIFE+ Focal Point LIFE+ Focal Point LIFE+ Focal Point ---- Tourism & Sustainable Development Unit, OPM Tourism & Sustainable Development Unit, OPM Tourism & Sustainable Development Unit, OPM Tourism & Sustainable Development Unit, OPM    

LIFE+ is the European Union’s financial instrument pro-
viding funding opportunities for the conservation of pro-
tected habitats and species, the halt of loss in biodiver-
sity and the implementation of Environmental policy as 
a key dimension of sustainable development. In view of 
the fact that environmental protection has become 
highly important, especially within the European Union, 
LIFE+ is there to provide complementary support to 
other funding instruments.  
 
This fund which has a total budget of €2.143 for the pe-
riod 2007-2013, is open to all public bodies which are 
registered in the EU; therefore applications can be sub-
mitted by both the public and private sector and envi-
ronmental NGOs from the 27 Member States.  
 
LIFE+ targets the development and implementation of 
environmental policy and legislation as well as the inte-
gration of environmental awareness within other poli-
cies. Moreover, it also supports the conservation of na-
ture and the implementation of the Habitats and Birds 
Directives. It seeks to raise awareness on environmental 
issues so as to achieve a positive change in the audi-

ences’ attitudinal patterns.  
 
Calls for proposal are issued once yearly and this year’s 
opened on the 15th May. The application package is 
available online via the official website http://
ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus.htm.   
 
For those interested in applying under this call, a work-
shop was organised by the European Commission in 
conjunction with Stella Consulting and MWH on the 16th 
June 2009. Information about this workshop is also 
available on the same website. It also provides a data-
base with all the projects that have been funded under 
LIFE/LIFE+, giving a brief about the projects as well as 
links to their websites. A Maltese LIFE+ website has also 
been launched and will shortly be updated with relevant 
information in relation to the Maltese context. The web-
site can be visited on www.lifeplus.gov.mt 
 
For further information, kindly contact  Maria Elena At-
tard, the National Focal Point within the Tourism and 
Sustainable Development Unit within OPM on 
maria.elena.attard@gov.mt or tel. 22915063. 
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LIFE Project: The Green Ray of NovaraLIFE Project: The Green Ray of NovaraLIFE Project: The Green Ray of NovaraLIFE Project: The Green Ray of Novara    
The Local Authority of Navara is a local government 
body in northern Italy that together with two other 
companies in waste management and public transport 
and the University of East Piedmont implemented a LIFE 
project to develop ways of reducing the use of cars in 
the town. This project has been selected as one of the 
22 "Best" LIFE Environment projects for 2006-2007. It 
sought to raise citizens’ awareness regarding environ-
mental damage produced by cars and create an environ-
mentally sensitive quality of life culture through territo-
rial marketing. This led to an improvement in the use of 
public green spaces and public transport and reduced 
the town’s ecological footprint. It targeted the satisfac-
tion of the real needs of local people in terms of public 
services, commerce and quality of life. 
 
The project involved locals in all the stages of implemen-
tation and in the decision process. It managed to create 
protected pedestrian areas, bike parking lots, cycle 
paths, introduced fast, low-emission buses and intelli-
gent traffic lights. These measures were complemented 
with the establishment of a differentiated waste collec-
tion system and an ecological area. It has also improved 

the long-term sustainability of the local transport sys-
tem whilst increasing its efficiency. Furthermore, the 
initiatives have increased safety and security of pedes-
trians and cyclists and generally improved the quality of 
life of people in the area. 
 
A significant technical outcome has been the innovative 
evaluation methodology for urban tools created by the 
partner university. The analysis successfully considers 
the town as a system where many subjects - citizens, 
institutions, businesses, etc – interact. The methodology 
therefore provides a multidimensional analysis on which 
to base town-planning, considering urban development 
simultaneously from the environmental, economic, so-
cial and cultural points of view. It can be used in the 
context of all urban initiatives in cities of up to 500,000 
inhabitants. The Local Authority of Novara declared that 
this project will be reproduced in other areas of Novara 
and can also be utilised in other EU countries.   
 
Further details are available on 
���
���������������
����������������   
�

Best of….LIFE EnvironmentBest of….LIFE EnvironmentBest of….LIFE EnvironmentBest of….LIFE Environment    

The EU Member States represented on the LIFE Commit-
tee, together with the LIFE Unit, have identified the 22 
Best LIFE-Environment projects completed during 2008 
and early 2009.  
 
The ‘Best LIFE-Environment Projects 2008-09’ exercise 
has documented what are felt by the programme and 
national authorities to be the outstanding funded initia-
tives of which five have been selected as the ‘Best of the 
Best’ and are therefore eligible to receive extra financ-

ing. The projects, from across the EU-25, cover all of 
LIFE-Environment’s main themes: Land-use develop-
ment and planning; Water management; Minimising the 
impact of economic activities; Waste management; and 
Integrated Product Policy. 
 
Further details are  available online on http://
ec.europa.eu/environment/life/bestprojects/best2008-
2009/index.htm 
The five projects selected as the ‘Best of the Best’ (in no 
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Majjistral Local Action Group Obtains €90,000 from the Majjistral Local Action Group Obtains €90,000 from the Majjistral Local Action Group Obtains €90,000 from the Majjistral Local Action Group Obtains €90,000 from the 
Leader Programme to Formulate a Strategy for Local Leader Programme to Formulate a Strategy for Local Leader Programme to Formulate a Strategy for Local Leader Programme to Formulate a Strategy for Local 
Development Development Development Development     
The Majjistral Action Group (MAG), comprising 13 local 
councils from rural areas and representatives from the 
private sector, has qualified for a €90,000 EU grant un-
der the Leader Programme. This amount is directed to-
wards the creation of a Local Development Strategy for 
the localities covered. The Local Development Strategy 
will indicate the type of actions to be implemented in 
the rural territory as well as the timeframes for imple-
mentation. 
 
The Leader Programme is one of the most innovative 
experiences that Local Government and local stake-
holders can implement in rural areas. In Malta this is 
going to be the first experience where a public-private 
partnership will design and implement, together with 
the participation of the whole territory concerned, ac-
tions for the improvement of the quality of life of the 
residents in rural areas.  
 
A total of three Local Action Groups have received con-
firmation of  funds for consultation purposes, two in 

Malta, including the Majjistral Action Group, and one in 
Gozo.   
 
Lija Mayor Ian Castaldi Paris is chairing the Majjistral 
Action Group. The role of the stakeholders within MAG 
is crucial for the development and implementation of 
the Leader Project. MAG will soon be starting a wide 
consultation process focused on the needs of the locali-
ties as well on the needs of the specific economic sec-
tors that characterise the Maltese rural economy: agri-
culture, tourism, SMEs and NGOs.  
 
The territory covered by MAG includes the localities of 
Lija, Attard, Gharghur, Naxxar, St Paul’s Bay, Mellieha, 
Mgarr, Iklin, Rabat, Dingli, Siggiewi, Mdina and Mtarfa. 
NGOs, representatives from the Tourism sector, 
agricultural cooperatives and associations. 
Representatives of the SMEs that are located in this 
territory can have an active role in the Leader process 
and benefit both directly and indirectly from this 
initiative.  

European Heritage Grand Prize Winners AnnouncedEuropean Heritage Grand Prize Winners AnnouncedEuropean Heritage Grand Prize Winners AnnouncedEuropean Heritage Grand Prize Winners Announced    
Every year, Europa Nostra and the European Union re-
ward the best of cultural heritage achievements. These 
awards prize excellence and dedication by architects, 
craftsmen, volunteers, schools, local communities, heri-
tage owners and media.  
 
The awards celebrate exemplary restorations and initia-
tives of the many facets of Europe’s cultural heritage in 
categories ranging from the restoration of monuments 
and buildings, their adaptation to new uses, to urban 
and rural landscape rehabilitation, archaeological site 
interpretations and care for art collections. Also 
awarded are research and education projects, dedicated 
service to heritage conservation by individuals and or-
ganisations, and education and awareness raising initia-
tives related to cultural heritage. Every year, up to six 
monetary awards of €10.000 each are awarded to the 
top laureates in the various categories. 
  
����
��	�!,  
Outstanding achievements in the field of heritage con-
servation and enhancement will be awarded in the fol-
lowing categories: 

1. ���!��-��	��  
2. ��!���
.  
3. '��	
��������-	
��������	-	� ��!������
��	!��	��!  
4. �� 
��	��/����	�	�
������0�����!!1��	!	�
  
  
 Entry Forms now available at  www.europanostra.org. 
  
Closing date for submission of entries for all categories,�
2��
�������334�
�
5	����!������336�
On the 6th June !even projects were chosen from the 
previously selected 28 winners for demonstrating out-
standing heritage achievements across Europe. For this 
competition 138 projects participated from 24 European 
countries. Once again these awards demonstrated ex-
ceptional conservation, research and education efforts, 
as well as exemplary dedicated service in the field of 
cultural heritage. The following grand prize winners re-
ceived a monetary award of €10,000 and all award win-
ners received either a commemorative plaque or a tro-
phy. 
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European Heritage Grand Prize Winners Announced (cont.)European Heritage Grand Prize Winners Announced (cont.)European Heritage Grand Prize Winners Announced (cont.)European Heritage Grand Prize Winners Announced (cont.)    
����
����2�7����!��-��	���
�
�.�� ��!8��.�	� �. �
.� #���� ��0��/� ��!8��.�	� �	������ – 
the Jury highly appreciated the strict methodology and 
skilful craftsmanship undertaken to ensure that the 
Kasälahti Church Bell Tower can stand as a unique piece 
of European Wooden Heritage for future generations. 
�
(9����( !� �/���:�
�:!�; �
���� – the Jury  awarded 
a Grand Prize to the Mátra Museum as it presents an 
outstanding example of harmonious coexistence of a 
careful historical restoration and the incorporation of 
contemporary architecture. The ensemble regained the 
authentic complexity and completeness of the property 
while employing high levels of standard and quality. 
�
�.	�!�� �	� ����	� �� !�	��� �� �	�-	��/� ��!���� �	� ��������
�	-	���� ������ – the Jury rewarded the restoration of the 
Chruch of Saints Faustino and Giovita.  
 
;	
.� $�-��� #�	�
�/� +�0
�!���� ����!.���� *�	���� �	�
1
���� – the Jury was enormously impressed by the level 
of engineering expertise shown in this project, from 
original research into the fatigue performance of cast-
iron, down to the restoration of the original lamp stan-
dards.  
�
�
����
������7���!���
.�
�
�.�� +��.<!� ��=� �����
�� – the Jury commended this 
groundbreaking and high quality research for its ability 
to clearly demonstration the risk that climate change 

poses to Europe’s cultural heritage.  
�
����
����>�7�'��	
��������-	
��
�
'�� ������ ( ����/� ��
�-	�� ���	�� – the Jury awarded a 
Grand Prize to Dr Glenn Murray for his great efforts to 
save the famous Segovia Mint.  
�
�
����
����?�7��� 
��	��/����	�	�
������0�����!!1
��	!	�
�
�
� !��	������ ��
���� ���
�����/� ��.��!� ����
�� – the 
Jury appreciated the programme’s pedagogic approach, 
while combining the mobilisation of the local population 
to protect its own heritage through ongoing initiatives 
that integrate aspects of environmental protection with 
controlled building development within the urban 
spaces and by creating an alternative dynamic for the 
regional economy. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

All.4.EU: Citizens for EuropeAll.4.EU: Citizens for EuropeAll.4.EU: Citizens for EuropeAll.4.EU: Citizens for Europe    
Maureen AzzopardiMaureen AzzopardiMaureen AzzopardiMaureen Azzopardi    

EU  Officer, Local Councils AssociationEU  Officer, Local Councils AssociationEU  Officer, Local Councils AssociationEU  Officer, Local Councils Association    

Following the Local Councils Association’s membership 
in ALDA, Association of the Local Democracy Agencies, a 
project began in 2009.  The project is called ALL.4.EU 
and it focuses on the setting up of Citizens Panels.  This 
project will be implemented in Bulgaria, Croatia, Den-
mark, Italy, Slovak Republic, Spain and Malta with the 
LCA acting as the Maltese partner.  This project is being 
funded by the programme @� ����� ���� 
	�	)��!,� �����1
�	��� ��� �
�	-�� � ������� �	�	)��!.	�A&   The work on the 
project started in March 2009 and it is expected that the 
LCA will involve various groups  to contribute to the suc-
cess of the deliverables that the Local Councils Associa-

tion has to provide to the project.  
 
The project kicked off in Pula where the first partner 
meeting was held.  As part of the ALL.4.EU project repre-
sentatives from Local Councils’Association also partici-
pated in a 5-day training session in Strasbourg, France, 
where the participants had the opportunity to develop 
their knowledge, skills and competencies regarding: 
 
• knowledge of the concept of “active citizenship” 

and “active European citizenship” 
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All.4.EU: Citizens for Europe (cont.)All.4.EU: Citizens for Europe (cont.)All.4.EU: Citizens for Europe (cont.)All.4.EU: Citizens for Europe (cont.)    

• knowledge of different tools in the field of active 
citizenship (including the Europe for citizens Pro-
gramme) 

• understanding of the concept of non-formal edu-
cation 

• intercultural competences 
• skills to motivate others 
• skills to gather, select and give information 
• skills to present the specific relevant information, 

ideas and opinions to others, including to the lo-
cal, regional and European decision makers 

• skills to discover, analyze and adequately address 
needs 

• skills to draft of recommendations and position 
papers to be addressed to decision makers at all 
levels 

 
Furthermore on the 22nd April 2009 the Local Councils 
Association representatives participated at @�.�� �����1
���	����� 5��=!.��,� ��!�� ���
�	
�!� ���� 
	�	)��!� ���� 	
	1
���	��A  held at the Council of Europe, Strasbourg, 
France.  During this international workshop the partici-
pants, from 12 different countries had the opportunity 
to exchange practices and experiences on citizens par-
ticipation, including models tools.  On the same day the 
1st Steering Committee meeting was held where all the 
partners discussed several issues related to the imple-
mentation of the ALL.4.EU project. 
 
At the local level, the Local Councils Association held its 
first activity, a 1-day event, on the 30th May 2009. The 

seminar focused on several selected themes, with the 
aim of introducing the project and its methodology in 
order to select the participants and establish the new 
citizens’ panels. 
 
The main aims of the event were: 

• to encourage the participation at the local level 
• to raise awareness about the importance of ac-

tively participating in the construction of Europe 
• to provide first relevant information on the topic 

to be addressed 
• to launch the citizens panels building process, 

presenting their mission to be carried out both at 
the local and at the European level; 

• to present the “tasks” of citizens’ panels, focusing 
in particular on the research to be developed at 
the local level. 

  
The project envisaged the participation of "ordinary" 
citizens, from different walks of life, who would not 
have spontaneously participated in projects of a Euro-
pean nature. This aim was reached through the partici-
pation of various people from across the Maltese Is-
lands.   Present at the seminar were representatives 
from several Local Councils, representatives from the 
Civil Society, Youth Clubs and Associations, students and 
housewives.  
 

 

 

Seminar Regarding the SetSeminar Regarding the SetSeminar Regarding the SetSeminar Regarding the Set----up and Implementation of the up and Implementation of the up and Implementation of the up and Implementation of the 
National Rural NetworkNational Rural NetworkNational Rural NetworkNational Rural Network     
As part of the activities that form part of the Rural De-
velopment Programme (2007-2013), the Managing Au-
thority within the Ministry for Resources and Rural Af-
fairs shall organise a !��	���� ��
���	�
� �.�� !�� �� ����
	����������	��� ��� �.�� +��	����� � ���� +��0��=  in col-
laboration with the European Network for Rural Devel-
opment together with a group of Irish experts.  The 
seminar shall be held on 5����!���/�2 !� �B ����334&�
�

Producer groups, producer organizations, farmers asso-
ciations, agricultural organizations and cooperatives, 
private entities, non governmental organizations, local 
action groups as well as other entities active in Rural 
Development are invited to attend. 
 
Those interested are requested to call on Tel No: �C43?�
266 or send an e-mail on ������&��� �D
�-&�� � by not 
later than Friday, 26th June, 2009. 

 GOVERNMENT OF MALTA 
�

���������	
�����
��
�������������
�		������
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The Information Unit is in receipt of the following partner search requests. For further details, kindly contact Dr Gabriella 
Pace by email on gabriella.pace@gov.mt or on telephone 2200 3300. 

Partner Searches Partner Searches Partner Searches Partner Searches     

CALL ORGANISATION PROJECT DETAILS 
Eco-Innovation Fundacion Comunidad  

Valenciana—Region 
Europea 

EcoFoodInnovations  The purpose of the planned project is to create a 
joint business model based on the recycling of 
materials in cooperation with SMEs to create an 
eco-label for high added-value products made from 
the sideflows of food industry and biodegradeable 
municipal waste in order to promote the significant 
penetration to market. 

CIP-IEE-2009 Fundacion Comunidad  
Valenciana—Region 

Europea 

Marine water desalination 
using renewable energy  

 
Looking for Coastal Mu-
nicipalities, Regional Au-
thorities, Tourism associa-
tions, Environmental or-
ganizations  

A cost-effective desalinization of sea water is a 
reality nowadays and a good option for those 
zones that being near the sea lack sweet water. 
 
The project proposes the use of plant movable 
desalinators which for it capability of treatment 
permit the manufacture in pre-mounted modules in 
the factory.  The systems would be suitable for the 
potabilization of water in municipalities, espe-
cially for those with sharp upturns of population 
during the summer because of tourism. 
 
Advantages: Low environmental impact, do not 
produce noises, use of renewable energy sources, 
zero CO2  emissions, low energy dependence from 
mineral fuels, job creation and promotion of the 
sustainable development. 

Eco-Innovation Fundacion Comunidad  
Valenciana—Region 

Europea 

Passive Energy Efficiency 
in buildings using inorganic 

thermal insulation  

Looking for SME´s Techno-
logical Institutes  

The principal objective of the project is to obtain a 
thermal envelope for buildings by injecting inor-
ganic thermal and acoustic insulation (TAI) mate-
rial between the skin of the outer and inner walls 
that form the thermal-acoustic insulation cavity. 
This gives an energy saving of 20% compared with 
traditional techniques, using a new and innovative 
product that is applied in a continuous process thus 
avoiding any heat bridging.  

 
Eco-Innovation Fundacion Comunidad  

Valenciana—Region 
Europea 

Textile Materials for Sus-
tainable Buildings  

The project would have the following phases: (1) 
Analysis of the requirements of sustainable build-
ing materials at the European level. Analysis of 
legislation, regulations and / or orders existing or 
in process.  
(2) Identification of ecological and economic bene-
fits provided by the use of textile materials to sus-
tainable construction.   
(3) Matching the constructive requirements with 
textile solutions to perform a certification scheme 
for textile products to comply with the parameters 
required by different rules and regulations.  
(4) Spread between prescribers and analyzed the 
possibilities outlined in the previous paragraph.  
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Some Open CallsSome Open CallsSome Open CallsSome Open Calls    
 
LIFE + 
 
���� ��	��� ����� ���� ����� ���� ����  ���� ��!����"#�$�%�� &'��'��� '�� �!�"'�(� '�� �)�'�� ��� ������� '*��*����� �!  +,��(��&&�����&��-.��
��	�����*!�����"�/'�"')���'*-0���	�����)'���&��*�1��'�-� ��"�2�)�������0���	��������&�*'�����"�
�&&!�'��*'��# ��
�
	!�*����"�*�'���� �!*�*�'������������)�'�� �������* *,.33��#�!��,�#�!3��)'���&��*3�'��3�!�"'�(3�'��,�!� ����3����3'�"�4#�*&�
�
Deadline: 15 September 2009 
�

SPORT: HEALTH, ACCESS AND EQUALITY 
 
��'�� ����� ���� ,��,������ �'��� ,��)'"�� €5�&'��'��� *�� �!,,��*� *������*'����� ,��6��*�� *�� '"�� *'�-� ��"� *��*� �!'*� ��� ��*���7�� ��"� (��"�
,���*'����'��*����'��"�����,��*8�'��*���������'�(�� ����.�
9�1��&�*'�(�����*�+������'�(�,�-�'������*')'*-0�
9�1��&�*'�(��"!��*'�����"�*��'�'�(�'���,��*0�
9�����!��('�(��,��*�����,��������'*��"'�� '�'*'��0�
9�1��&�*'�(�(��"����:!��'*-�'���,��*#�
�
	!�*����"�*�'���� �!*�*�'������������)�'�� �������* *,.33��#�!��,�#�!3�,��*3,��,���*��-;��*'���3"��<5=; ��#�*&�
�
Deadline: 31 August 2009 
 
 
YOUTH AND NON-FORMAL EDUCATION 
 
��*'���58���!*���!,,��*��-�*�&�8����*�����!*��'����* '���,��(��&&�8��'����!,,��*�,��6��*��*��*�*��(�*�*� ��'�*��"!�*'��8�'&,��&��+
*�*'��� ��"� ,��&�*'��� ��� ����*')�8� '���)�*')�� ��"� :! ��'*�*')�� ���&��*�� '�� ���+���&��� �"!��*'��� ��"� -�!* �� ���7� ���� �� ���+,���'*+
&�7'�(�,!�,���#���'��&�-�����*��*��*�����*')'*-���� *��*���"3���*���&�*��"��!��"�,��)'"�"�*��������� �� �"������)����,,�������#�
1�'��'*-��'��� �����'(��"�*��,��6��*�����!�'�(����&� "'���'*����-����-�!�(�,��,�����"��+-�!*�����7#���'� ������'�������'�*�"��'*��*���
�!����*��!��,������������
���*')'*-���"�����)�*'����� "������������)������ !"(�*���� €>#��&'��'��#�
�
	!�*����"�*�'���� �!*�*�'������������)�'�� �������* *,.33�����#��#�!��,�#�!3-�!*�3�!�"'�(3����3����;��* '��;5;5;��#,�,�
�
Deadline: 30 September 2009 
�
�
LIFELONG LEARNING 
 
��'�������!�"���*����'�����(������'�(�1��(��&&���'�� ��'������,��6��*���!,,��*'�(��!��,�������,���*'���'� ��"!��*'�����"�*��'�'�(8�
,��*'�!����-� -��!�"'�(���*'�����������������&,�'(� �����*�'��*��&����"�"�)���,'�(�*������*'�������*��� 7��'��*���"�)���,&��*�
��"�'&,��&��*�*'��������*'�������"���('������'����� (������'�(��*��*�('��#��,,��4'&�*��-� €�#<�&'��'����'��� ���)�'�� ��#�
�
	!�*����"�*�'���� �!*�*�'������������)�'�� ������ �**,.33�����#��#�!��,�#�!3��,3�!�"'�(3����3'�"�4;�� #�*&�
�
Deadline: 14 August. 2009 
�
�
KNOWLEDGE NETWORKS FOR THE COMPETITIVENESS AND SUSTAINABILITY OF EUROPEAN TOURISM  
�
�����)������� 6��*')�����*�'�����������,��,������'� �*��,��)'"���""�"�)��!��'��'&,��)'�(�*����!�*�'�� ' �'*-���"���&,�*'*')������,��+
���&����� ��� �!��,���� *�!�'�&8� *���!(�� *��� ����*'��� ��� ��� ��)'���&��*� ��)�!�� ��� *�� *�!�'�&� �&���� ��"�& '���� ��*��,�'����?���
*��-�����*���&�'����*����'��*�!�'�&+���"�*��*��'��� ��,���*'�������!�*�'�� '�'*-���"���&,�*'*')������'� �!��#���

	 ! � * � � � � " � * � ' � � � � � � � � ) � ' � �  � � � � � � � * * , . 33 � � # � ! � � , � # � ! 3 � � * � � , � ' � � 3 � � � � � � �&3 � � 3 " � � !& � � * # � �&@
��*'��A"'�,��-B"��;'"A�%��B!������)'��;'"A>B��:!��*#'" A��

Deadline: 30 June 2009  �
�
�
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ERDF E-BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT GRANT SCHEME  
 
���� ���	� �+/!�'����� ��)���,&��*�2���*� ����&�� �!,,��*�� �&���� ��"� ��"'!&+�'C�"� ��*��,�'����D����E� ��'��� �'��� ' �)��*� '��
�����&�*'�����"�
�&&!�'��*'������������(-�D�
�E�,�� 6��*��*��*�'�*�(��*�� !�'������!��*'���8��*���&�'�� ����7��������"���������
'�*����*'���� �'*�� ��'��*�� ��"� �!,,�'���#� ���� ����&� � �'��� ��+�'������ �
�� ��)���,&��*��� ���)'���8� �
��F�� "����� ���*�� ��"� �
��
���*��������*�#��������	��+/!�'�������)���,&��*�2���*� ����&�������*')��2!'"��'��� '��*������'�'���,! �'��*' ���(�)���'�(�*�'��
'����*')�#����������*')��2!'"��'���"��!&��*�'���!"� ��"�*�'��������'(' '�'*-8��*�*���'"���(!��*'������"� *���)��!������'"�*��*�&�-� ��
(���*�"�!�"���*�'��'����*')�#�
�
���� ���'�'��� �,,�'��*'��� ���&� ��"� '*�� ������,��"'�( � ����4��� ����  �� "������"�"� ���&�*��� ���*�� ��*��,�'�� � �� �'*�#� �,,�'���*��
���!�"������"������"�*�����*���*���,,�'���*����'��� �'���(!'"���,,�'���*���������*���,,�-���"�����*���, ��,������ �'��� ���)��!+
�*�"#������&�*'�������'�����!*�'�'�(�*���"�*�'����� �*�����"��!&��*���'��� �����"�'��G!��#������'����&� *'������*���"�*����"�����+
*'������*���������'�����'��� ��,��)'"�"�'��*�����&' �(����7�#�
�
���������"�����������,,�'��*'����!�"���*�'������&�� '���!����*�-��,�����"��'������������ Friday 31st July 2009 at noon#������*�*���
 !"(�*�������*'���!�"���*�'�������'����,,�"��*�>8�� �8�����!���#����*����*��,�'���&�-��*�'*��"'����*'���� �����*���""'*'������!�"�#�
 

 
MEDIA 2007— SUPPORT FOR THE NETWORKING & MOBILITY OF STUDENTS AND TRAINERS IN EUROPE—EACEA 16/09�
�

��� ��� *��� � 6��*')��� ��� ������ ���<� '�� *�� ����!��(� � �4����(��� ��"� ���,���*'��8� '�� �!,,��*'�(� *��� ��*�� �7'�(� ��� �!��,����
*��'�'�(� ,��-���8� '�� ,��*'�!���� �'(���� �"!��*'��� '� �*'*!*'���8� *��'�'�(� ��(��'��*'���� ��"� ,��*����� ��� *��� �!"'�)'�!��� ���*��� ��"� *��
�4����(��*���&� '�'*-�����*!"��*����"�*��'�����'���! ��,�#��
�
����"!��*'������*�����*'���DA�"!��*'��������'(' '�' *-�������*�E�'�����>��&��*���D!,�*��>H�&��*���&�4'& !&������"!��-�6!�*'�'�"E#������
��*'���&!�*����!��  �*�����>� ��,*�& ��� ����� ��"�=��G! ��� ��>>#�����*�*���  !"(�*� �)�'�� ��� '�� ����>����� �� �#�� ���� �'����'���
���*�' !*'�������"�"�'�����! �'"-���"�*����'����'�� ��!,,��*����&�*���
�&&'��'��������*��4���"�%��I���� <%�I����*���*�*�����'(' ���
���*�#��
�
	!�*���� "�*�'��� � �!*� *�'�� ����� ���� �)�'�� ��� ��� �* *,.33�!�+��4#�!��,�#�!3��4��'���)3��4��'���)#"�@
!�'A
G.
.����.>=�.��>=.��>5.��.1�	�
�
Deadline: 19 August 2009 
 

 

MEDIA 2007— PROMOTION OF EUROPEAN AUDIOVISUAL WORKS & EUROPEAN PROFESSIONALS OUTSIDE MEDIA 
COUNTRIES —EACEA 10/09�
�
����,�����*����������,��,������'���'&�"��*��!,,��*' �(���*'������"���*')'*'���*��*�*�7��,������!*�'"��* ���&�& �����!�*�'������*���
������1��(��&&�#������� 6��*')�������*���!,,��*���*'� ���*��*���)��*���������'�(��'&�.��
J�*�����'�'*�*��������� -��!��,����,������'������*�� &��7�*�3�)��*���!*�'"��*�����������!�*�'��8��
J�*������!��(��*���"'�*�' !*'�������!"'�)'�!�����"3 ����'��&�*�(��,�'�����7���!*�'"��*�����������!�*�'�� #��
�
1��6��*�����������*�������&�4'&!&�,��'�"�����5�&��*� �#����*')'*'���&!�*� �('�� �*�����>�G��!��-���>���� "�=����,*�& �����>�#�
��*')'*'���&!�*���"� ������=>�����& �����>>#��
 
	!�*���� "�*�'��� � �!*� *�'�� ����� ���� �)�'�� ��� ��� �* *,.33�!�+��4#�!��,�#�!3��4��'���)3��4��'���)#"�@
!�'A
G.
.����.>=�.��>>.��>�.��.1�	�
�
Deadline: 12 August 2009 
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� � � ����������%&�������'���������������������������!"��� ��������#���$�
� � � ����������� � ���������� � �� � � � � �

 
280, Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1112   

Tel: (+356) 2200 3300  Fax: (+356) 21 22 7 580 
Website: www.meusac.gov.mt 
Email: info.meusac@gov.mt 


