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No Summey Break

MEUSAC is a leading source of information to the
general public, providing insight and explanations on
EU related issues. It also acts as a guide to EU funding
opportunities that are there for the taking. The last
few months have been quite busy.

The number of telephone and email requests received
and tackled on a daily basis shows that MEUSAC in
fact remains the first point of reference for EU-related
information. Various public events are also being
planned for the up coming months together with radio
and television programmes.

MEUSAC has been engaged to organize and provide a
number of training sessions to several government
entities such as FSWS, MEDC together with SDO. This
is being done to ensure that all potential beneficiaries
are provided with knowledge on different funding
opportunities that could be utilized to fund their pro-
jects.

Within days MCESD and MEUSAC will also open a joint
office in Gozo. This will ensure that the Gozitans receive
a better service when it comes to information on EU
matters and EU Programmes.

Are you gearing up for a project proposal?

Do you want to know whether there are any EU programmes you

can benefit from?

Need assistance?

Contact our offices and we will do our best to assist you.
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E-Twinning

As a major action within the European Com-
mission’s Lifelong Learning Programme, eT-
winning offers schools in Europe a means to
communicate, share ideas and run online col-
laborative projects. Through an online plat-
form which makes use of web 2.0 tools to fa-
cilitate communication, eTwinning has be-
come a truly collaboration-based community
where teachers demonstrate creative ways to
strengthen their work in the classroom.

Since the scheme was launched in January
2005, teachers from 48,286 schools have reg-
istered in eTwinning, and have carried out
11,994 projects involving at least two schools
from two different countries.

® @
This year’s annual conference was held in Prague and
hosted over 400 participants, comprising teachers
from across Europe, representatives from eTwinning's
central and national support services, and other im-
portant stakeholders in school education. This confer-
ence focused on “Creativity and eTwinning” Over 500
project entries were assessed, based on their innova-

tive nature, integration in the curriculum, collabora-
tion, creative use of ICT and transferability.

The top ten finalists are from 40 schools from 21
countries (Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
France, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and the United
Kingdom).

A new version of the eTwinning TwinSpace will be
launched in September just in time for the new school
year.The eTwinning TwinSpace is an online area
where eTwinning project members (teachers and pu-
pils) meet, collaborate and share their work. Every
eTwinning project has its own private TwinSpace and
if they so choose, they can also publish their Twin-

Space so that it’s visible to everyone.
Based on the feedback and use of the TwinSpace over
the last few years, especially in relation to the new eT-
winning Portal which was launched in September
2008, a new version of the TwinSpace will be
launched in September 2009, just in time for the new

2009-2010 school year.

The new TwinSpace aims to both simplify project
work and allow teachers and pupils to have a more
intuitive interface, where the process of getting to
know each other is more attractive and project activi-
ties are facilitated. Please note that safety and privacy
still remain a top priority in eTwinning and thus all
personal information will always be kept restricted,
even within published TwinSpaces.

To avoid disrupting the way current project are run-
ning — and bearing in mind the fact that most eTwin-
ning projects take place within one school year only —
ongoing projects will keep the current TwinSpace
platform while all new projects will use the new Twin-
Space platform:  Current TwinSpace = Projects
approved before 1 September 2009 New Twin-
Space = Projects approved after 1 September 2009

If you would like to transfer your already-running
BI‘OJBCt to the new eTwinning TwinSpace in Septem-

er, please close your project and register a new one.
As 1t is the new school year, this is also an excellent
opportunity to re-organise how you are working to fit
the new platform.

A lot of projects had been carried out whilst other are
still on going. One of these projects that that was car-
ried out between two primary schools classes was to
work together to turn a fairytale of their choice into a
digital presentation which contains scanned pictures
of pupils and a soundtrack in both languages.

To make the experience more real, pupils also pro-
duce fairytale-related objects, present the fairytale on
stage and organise an exhibition about the project. In
each class, the children read and discuss the chosen
fairytale in their mother tongue and the fairytale is
then divided into two parts ; each class illustrates
only one part of the fairytale.

Once each partner class has developed the Fresenta-
tion, an audio track is produced in each language.
Partners then listen to the fairytale in their partners’
1an%ua%q, compare and analyse the languages, and
finally discuss the ways in which they’ve been inter-
preted by each class. From there, the production of
the fairytale on stage can begin.

The objective of this project was to teach the students
to work together and learn about other cultures

whilst finding creative ways to design, interpret and
write fairytales

More information:

The eTwinning Portal: www.etwinning.net




Issue 23

ERASMUS for Young

Malta-EU Steering
& Action Committee

Entrepreneurs - ... Awnd

the first Matceh goes to Koperattivi Malta -

by Liz camilleri Fava—Pr@'ects Coordinator

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs is a pilot
project initiated by the EU for both aspiring Entre-
preneurs who wish to travel to a European country
and experienced Entrepreneurs, who are interested
in hosting a European entrepreneur in an effort to
expand their business know-how, while fostering
cross-border transfers of knowledge and experience
between entrepreneurs.

New Entrepreneurs (NEs) who might want to go
abroad to learn from experienced entrepreneurs.
NEs are defined as entrepreneurs in the early stages.
This includes both entrepreneurs who are firmly
planning to start their own business, and entrepre-
neurs who have been in business for not more than
three years. NE candidates accepted for participation
will be granted a substantial proportion of expenses
required for the mobility aspect of the programme.

In the photo (left to right) Spanish host entrepre-
neur Jordi Bufi and Maltese new entrepreneur Jean
Pierre Galea

Experienced Entrepreneur (HEs) who might want to
host new entrepreneurs. HEs are successful and ex-
perienced entrepreneurs (ideally owners of a micro
or small enterprise) or persons directly involved in
entrepreneurship at SME board level. HEs shall be
expected to share their entrepreneurial experience
and to benefit from the concrete contribution which
an NE from another country will make to their busi-
ness.

Since the launch of this call around 700 entrepreneurs
have submitted their application and around 100 ex-
changes are being prepared. This programme will en-
able young European Entrepreneurs to work with ex-
perienced entrepreneurs from EU Countries to im-
prove their managerial and entrepreneurial skills.

These entrepreneurs can spend up to 6 months
abroad.

After the launch of the EU Pilot Project ERASMUS for
Young Entrepreneurs on 19 February 2009, Malta is
proud to be the first country to send a New Entrepre-
neur, Jean-Pierre Galea to work and learn more about
entrepreneurship in an ICT company in Spain. Jean-
Pierre, who is aspiring to open his own web develop-
ment business traveled to Spain on Saturday 9 May —
Europe Day, to start a 6 week work experience with a
Spanish Host Entrepreneur.

In Jean Pierre’s own words, “The Erasmus Entrepre-
neur programme immediately caught my eye as I was
contemplating setting up my own internet consultancy
business. Through this programme I believe that I will
get the necessary kick start which will enable me to
start my business on a strong footing, after having
collected valuable business knowledge and industry
tips from my host entrepreneur.”

22 countries and over 100 organisations from within
the European Union are participating in ERASMUS
for Young Entrepreneurs. Koperattivi Malta is the
company which is coordinating this project in Malta
and forms one of the smallest consortia within the
project, together with their Italian partners CIA Con-
federazione Italiana Agricoltori who have a very
strong network throughout Italy.

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs is an opportunity
not to be missed by both established and aspiring en-
trepreneurs to enhance their networking and business
opportunities in Europe. Contact Liz Camilleri Fava
on projectscoordinator@apex.coop or 99824987 or Ray
Cassar on 21484835 or ceo@apex.coop Visit our web-
site www.apex.coop.
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The EU supports mobility through a variety of pro-
grammes such as the Lifelong Learning Programme,
Youth and Europe for Citizenship. However the most
successful of these programmes is Erasmus. Experts
suggest that by 2020 at least 50 % of all young people
aged 16-29 should be offered the opportunity to en-
gage in some form of cross-border mobility at some
point. The full text of this report can be found on
http://ec.europa.eu/education/doc/2008/
obilityreport_en.pdf. Research shows that not only the
mobile individuals, but also their educational institu-
tions and society benefit from such transnational mo-
bility.

During the past 21 years (1987-2008) approximately
1,846,600 students benefited from a study period un-
der the Erasmus programme. In 2007/08, 162 695
Erasmus students studied abroad. While this repre-
sents an annual increase of 2.1 % compared to the pre-
vious year, the growth rate is slowing down, with 10
countries recording negative growth. The countries
sending most Erasmus students as a share of their
student population are Liechtenstein (6.43 %), Austria
(1.77 %), the Czech Republic (1.54 %) and Spain
(1.41 %).

Among the new opportunities offered by Erasmus,
student mobility for placements accounted for
20 002 traineeships in 2007/2008 and is likely to

Education and Culture

institutions went to enterprises and partner institu-
tions abroad to receive training.

The number of teaching assignments continued to
increase by more than 5 %. During the academic year
2007/2008 27 157 teachers went abroad to teach at a
partner institution. Since this type of exchange was
introduced almost 200 000 teachers and other univer-
sity staff have participated.

With a total of 182 697 students in 2007/08 Erasmus
student mobility expanded by more than 5 % counting
all types of student exchanges including placements.
At the same time the level of the monthly grant for
Erasmus students also increased substantially, to over
€250 per month on average for both types of student
mobility taken together. This was due to a sharp in-
crease in the Erasmus budget for mobility actions, to
€372 million in 2007 with the introduction of the EU's
Lifelong Learning Programme.

On the basis of these latest figures, it can be assumed
that by mid 2009 Erasmus has exceeded the mark of 2
million students.

More information:

Memo with more detailed statistical information in-
cluding breakdowns of the latest figures by country:

"Erasmus programme: new figures on participation"
MEMO/09/355 , 30 July 2009.

placement mobility within Eras-
mus. Moreover, with the introduc-
tion of staff training Erasmus
now addresses everyone in higher
education. In 2007/2008, 4 883

ctaff momhare af hichar adiicatinn
Slasr CILOCIy UL digull SUulalilil

expand in the future. There may
have been a shift from study to
l--"

r

EvRarran UNIDN FROGEAMMES AGINCH
GENFAUA PROGRASRET TA" | -LinTos Elnkamil

European Commission: The Erasmus
programme [including more statisti-
cal information]

Source IP 09/1204
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1,300 employees from Bochuma to recetve help from the

European Globalisation Fund (EGF)

The European Globalisation Fund (EGF) was estab-
lished by the European Parliament and the Council to
provide help for people who have lost their jobs due
to the impact of globalisation. In 2008, 10,000 peo-
ple received assistance from the EGF whilst 69% of
those aided during 2007 had found a new job by the
end of the support. In order to facilitate and improve
the European Globalisation Fund, in June 2009, the
EGF rules were revised. Till date there have been 23
applications for a total amount of over € 130 million,
helping about 29,000 workers. The Nokia application
is the third concerning the mobile phone sector ap-
proved by the Commission for presentation to the
European Parliament and the Council.

The application relates to 1,337 redundancies in the
Nokia production plant in Bochum in the German.
The funding will help the 1,316 most disadvantaged
among these dismissed workers to return to employ-
ment. The package of EGF assistance for the ex-
workers of the Nokia production plant will include
basic and specific qualifications, entrepreneurship
support, group qualifications and peer groups, sup-
port at the start of employment and aftercare, short-
time allowances and support for international job ap-
plications. The total estimated cost of this package is
€11.1 million, of which the European Globalisation
adjustment Fund has been asked to fund €5.5 million.

On the 315t July the European Commission had ap-
proved an application by Germany under the Global-
isation Adjustment Fund (EGF) for €5.5 million to
help more than 1,300 workers made redundant by
Nokia back into employment. The Nokia application
is the third application that was approved concerning
the mobile phone sector. Unfortunately mobile phone
manufacturers are shifting their production lines out-
side Europe. This is not only because mobile phones
are cheaper to produce there, but also because of the
proximity of the fast-growing consumer market and
of technology partners. Despite this general trend, the
redundancies at Nokia Bochum were unforeseen, as
in 2007 operations were profitable. This application
was submitted to the Commission on 6 February
2009 and is the last to be assessed under the original
rules of the EGF Regulation. This application will = EGF website : http://ec.europa.eu/egf

now b? put before the Eurqpean Parli.a‘ment and the (Source IP /09/1212)
Council of the European Union for decision.

Further information




Issue 23

Malta-EU Steering
& Action Committee

European Netghbourhood Partnership

nstrument (ENPI)

by James Buhagiar, Funding Support Officer

The financing instrument European Neighbourhood
Partnership Instrument - ENPI for the 2007-2013
periods, aims at reinforcing cooperation between the
European Union (EU) and partner countries regions
placed along the shores of the Mediterranean Sea.

There are 117 regions belonging to 19 different coun-
tries are eligible to the Programme. 14 countries
which have already adhered to the Programme are
Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan,
Lebanon, Malta, Palestinian Authority, Portugal,
Spain, Syria and Tunisia.

The Operational Programme, as approved on August
14th 2008 by European Commission, established a
strategic framework on 4 Priorities jointly defined by
the participating countries:

Priority 1: Promotion of socio-economic develop-
ment and enhancement of territories, concentrating
on innovation and research in key sectors for the
cooperation area, creating synergies among poten-
tials of the Mediterranean Sea Basin countries and
strengthening strategies of territorial planning.

Priority 2: Promotion of environmental sustain-
ability at the Basin level, pursued through the pres-
ervation of natural common heritage, the reduction
of risk factors for the environment, the improvement
of energy efficiency and the promotion of the use of
renewable energy sources.

the exchange, training and professional development
of young people and all forms of dialogue among the
communities as well as improving the governance
process at local level.

Main beneficiaries under the ENPI programme in-
clude:

. Public bodies and local, regional and national
authorities;

. Universities and research centres;

. Non-governmental organisations and those

representing economic and social interests;
. Associations and federations
) Companies and other private organisations.
All projects can be funded up to a maximum of 90%
while partners have to provide a minimum of 10%

co-financing. Present deadline for submission of
applications is 20t October, 2009.

For Partner search kindly please visit the following
link: http://www.enpicbecmed.eu/en/projectideas/

For further info about ENPI: http://
www.enpicbcmed.eu/en/programme

Priority 3*: Promotion of better condi-
tions and modalities for ensuring the
mobility of persons, goods and capitals,
supporting the flows of people among
territories as a cultural, social and eco-
nomic plus for countries on both
shores, and improving the conditions
and modalities of circulation of goods
and capitals among the territories.

L

Priority 4: Promotion of cultural dia-
logue and local governance, supporting

R

ENPI
CBCMED

CROSYB0RCER COOFERATION
I THE MELSTERRAMEAN
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Culture Programme = News and opportunities for the
upcoming deadline

bg Andrea Scorvcia Cultural Contact Point Assistant

Once again, the deadline to submit projects under the
main strands of the Culture Programme is getting
near. In one month, the period eligible to submit pro-
posals under Strand 1.1 (Multi-Annual Cooperation
Projects) and Strand 1.2.1 (Cooperation Projects) will
come to an end. In these circumstances, as Cultural
Contact Point Malta we think it is very important first
of all to inform the public of an important technical
innovation in the application process.

From this year, the “classical” submission process us-
ing the official paper forms downloadable from the
Agency website and then sent by post mail has now
been integrated with an online submission. Applicants
are now required to compile and submit online also an
eForm. This has to be done before the deadline, set
this year on the 15t of October 2009 at 12:00 -
thus anticipating of three hours the previous deadline.

The eForm for each strand can be obtained from the
“Funding Opportunities” page of the EACEA website.
There are no additional instructions regarding the
information to fill in the eForm; it is the same as for
the previous years. One has to carefully follow step by
step the instructions provided by the new Instructions

for Applicants and by the Cuture eForm User Guide.

After these technical but necessary specifications, we
think it could be useful to present Maltese cultural

onaratare with coma of tha calle for nartnare wa ra-
CPeratCric Wit SCIIIC O taC Caiis 10 Paltiiers We IS

ceived from European organizations which are looking

for co-organisers able to contribute to their initiatives.
Since time is running out, all those interested in be-
coming co-organisers in one of these projects are in-
vited to get in touch with the relevant contact person
at their earliest.

One of the most interesting partner search request
comes from the Guggenheim Museum of Bilbao. The
museum is looking for organisations, institutions or
municipalities with an interest in and commitment to
the field of Modern Sculpture conservation-
restoration, preservation and promotion.

The project (to be submitted under Strand 1.2.1 — Co-
operation Projects) foresees the establishment of a
network of professionals and cultural organisations
committed to contemporary sculpture (museums, col-
lectors, artists, patrons, architects, engineers, conser-
vator-restorers, curators, art historians, critics, educa-
tors, etc...).

This collaborative effort is meant to enhance the promo-
tion of good practices and knowledge exchange between
professionals, while stimulating a multidisciplinary col-
laboration. The project also envisages actions aimed at
enhancing audience engagement to increase the public’s
appreciation of contemporary sculpture and conserva-
tion.

Contact person: Ms. Arantza Garcia, Conservation
Department (agarcia@guggenheim-bilbao.es)
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Culture Programme - News and opportunities for the
upcoming deadline

@5 Aundrea Scoveia Cultural Contact Point AsSsistant

Moving East, the National Museum of the Romanian
Peasant is looking for childhood museums and founda-
tions, NGOs and other institutions working with chil-

dren for a 24 months cooperation project (Strand 1.2.1).
Central aim of the operator is the creation of a museum
dedicated to childhood, which will be displayed in all
of its aspects: toys, games, clothing, children’s folk-
lore, beliefs, customs, body techniques, food.

Moreover, with the assistance of the specialized Ar-
tees Association, children living in disfavoured areas
of Romania will be encouraged in their creativity and
communication skills trough a series of activities and
workshops. Through a constructive exchange of
knowledge, children will gain access to other cultures.
To bring your contribution to this project, please con-
tact Anamaria I uga
(marketing@muzeultaranuluiroman.ro;

anaiuga@gmail.com).

conceived as a means to transform urban anonymous
areas into arenas able to encourage and boost social
relations and communication exchanges. Art, archi-
tecture, new communication languages and urban
dance are seen as the promoters of a new urban cul-
ture, able to change and reinvent the city scenarios.

Again in the field of plastic arts, the Slovenian Zavod
za Kiparstvo (Sculpture Association) is launching the
proposal of a multi-annual project focused on sculp-
ture. Pure Energy will last from 2010 to 2013,
reaching its climax in the events organized in Mari-
bor, European Capital of Culture for 2012.

The project aims to be an interconnected European
sculptural platform of different events elaborating in
an experimental way on a main theme: pure energy.
The project addresses contributions from both the
scientific and artistic field.For further information:
info@kiparstvo-zavod.si

This brief overview is simply meant to let the Maltese
public get a glimple, by way of example, of the various
project proposals set up every year all around Europe
for application under the Culture Programme. Local
cultural operators have countless chances to find a
suitable partnership in their own cultural field and
get on board of a consortium working on a fitting pro-
posal. In this regard, almost every European Cultural
Contact Point keeps a database of cultural operators
interested in applying to the Culture Programme.
However, the best way to know more about partner
search for cultural cooperation projects is to consult
periodically the general database hosted by the Span-
ish CCP... your organization’s participation in the
Culture Programme is only a click away!

In the field of the performing arts, the Italian
Municipality of Potenza (contact person: Mr.
Leonardo Ricchiuti - leonardoricchi-
uti@virgilio.it) is looking for coorganisers in a
project named Dance and performing arts
in urban landscapes. The project stems
from the debate about contemporary cities and
from the issue concerning the re-appropriation
of public spaces. In this framework, culture is

* X x
* =

*
* 4 *

///
_V/

Education and Culture DG

Culture Programme




Issue 23

Malta-EU Steearing
& Action Committee

Partner Searches for life +

European
programme

LIFE+ 2009

Component

Nature & Biodiversity (Biodiversity)
Environment & Governance

Information & Communication

Name of
proposal

Eco Waste Reefs

Project de-
scription

“Eco Waste Reefs” aims to create artificial reefs with waste obtained from the sea or coasts and
likely to be reused, achieving coast protection against swell, avoiding worsening and erosion of the seabed.

In addition, taking advantage of the fishing fleet updating, old ships and vessels would be used to be sunk,
creating artificial reefs. Furthermore, a diving zone where submarine guided visits would be carried out will
be created, promoting ecotourism and social education and awareness activities.

Eco Waste Reefs aims to recover natural native species by surveillance, inspection and care of the wild-
life by creating a “hospital” for endangered species.

The objectives of Eco Waste reefs are:
1) Natural Habitat and species protection 2) Waste collection and reuse.

3) Environmental education and awareness 4) Hazardous substances risks prevention.
5) Environmental protection and improvement 6) Sustainable fishing.
7) Employment creation.

The Expected benefits of Eco waste reefs are:

A. Environmental benefits

Recovery of habitats and species by collecting, recycling and reusing waste and native endangered wild-
life protection

1.1 Decrease of natural reefs pressure. 1.2 Generation of areas for diving activities.

1.3 Decrease of illegal fishing. 1.4 Native ecosystem preservation.

Correct waste management using waste in order to set up artificial reefs
Decontamination of habitats

B. Social benefits
Social education and awareness by conferences, sessions, visits, talks, info days and workshops.

C. Health benefits
Prevention of health risk by uncontrolled waste disposal.
Health benefits derived from coast cleaning

D. Economic benefits
Employment creation

Approxi-
mate
budget

Not yet decided

Coordina-
tor/leader

INTRAECO

Partner
profile re-
quested

Universities ;Research centers

Municipalities; Technological institutes

Contact

Sustainable Department

Laura Bas: lbas@delcomval.be
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Partner Searches for Life +

European pro-

v LIFE+ 2009
Nature & Biodiversity
Environment & Governance
Component Information & Communication

Name of proposal

WEEECAT

Project description

ECO-RAEE’s Foundation’s project consists of the creation of a quality label applicable to
all Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Take-Back Systems in the EU.
This can be obtained through compliance with a series of parameters that are comprised
in the following umbrella standards:

. Legal standards

o Documentary standards
° Appreciation standards
o Process standards

Control standards

Regarding the type of project, this project is included in LIFE+ Environment Policy and
Governance, as it contributes to the implementation and development of the European
environmental policy.

Besides, this project complements the WEEELABEX, which is addressed to waste opera-
tors for the standardization of WEEE collection and treatment in Europe.

We believe this project will bring a series of benefits (economic, social, environmental,
etc.) that will lead towards sustainable development for all member states in the EU.

Approximate
budget

1.125.000€

Duracion

3 years and a half

Coordinator/leader

Organization: Fundacion ECO-RAEE’s

All WEEE categories

Take-back system: from WEEE collection to WEEE treatment
Application of European Directive 2002/95

Application of European Directive 2002/96

Partner profile re-
quested

Institutions
Public bodies
Private bodies

Others. Please, specify: ECO-RAEE’s Foundation is willing to collaborate with any entity
dealing with WEEE management, environmental projects development, etc. either at the
European or the local level willing to take part on the implementation of this quality la-
bel.

Contact

Laura Bas: lbas@delcomval.be
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Pre-Announcement of calls

Pre-Announcement on New ESPON Calls

Five calls for Proposals and Expression of Interest will be opened on 16 September 2009 under the ESPON 2013
Programme. The total available budget is 14.910.000 Euro and up to 31 proposals can be selected. More informa-
tion is available through the ESPON web-link. The deadline for submitting proposals and express interest related to
these calls is 11 November 2009.

Open calls

LIFE +

The LIFE+ call for 2009 has been launched. €250 million in funding is available across its three sub-programmes
namely:

LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity;

LIFE+ Environment Policy and Governance;

LIFE+ Information and Communication.

Further details about this call are available on http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus2009/call/
index.htm

Deadline: 15 September 2009

RESTRICTED CALL FOR ESF PROJECT PROPOSALS

LEARNING FOR CHANGE - SETTING UP LEARNING NETWORKS UNDER
THE ESF 2007-201%3

The European Commission has just published a call for proposals under its ESF Technical Assistance operational
budget “Learning for change - Setting up learning networks under the ESF 2007-2013”. The aim of this call is to fa-
cilitate the networking for capacity building and mutual learning between ESF Managing Authorities and imple-
menting bodies and their strategic stakeholders.

A maximum budget of €3.6 million has been set aside for commitments in 2009. The deadline for submission of
complete applications is by 16.00 hours on 15th SEPTEMBER 20009.

Further information can be obtained from the following site and by downloading the following document: Calls for
Proposals.

The Managing Authority can also facilitate the partner search for interested parties in transnational partnership and
offer guidance to interested applicants. Given the Commission’s 15th September deadline, interested applicants are
required to provide their feedback by Wednesday 2nd September, 2009. Further information can be accessed
through the following document.

ICT POLICY SUPPORT PROGRAMME

The ICT Policy Support Programme (or ICT PSP) aims at stimulating innovation and competitiveness
through the wider uptake and best use of ICT by citizens, governments and businesses. The call for proposals
for objective 3.5, e-Participation - empower and involve citizens in transparent decision making in the EU,
will close on 23 September 2009. Information, documentation and guidance on Call 3bis is available here.
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Some Open calls

ENPI CBC "Mediterranean Sea Basin Programme":
launching of the first call for proposals

The first call for standard projects of the European Neighbourhood Partnership Instrument (ENPI) Cross-Border-
Cooperation "Mediterranean Sea Basin Programme" is now open: it concerns the four Programme Priorities and a
total of €32 million has been allocated for this call.

The general objective of this programme, which is managed by Sardegna, is to contribute towards the promotion of
the sustainable and harmonious cooperation process at the Mediterranean Basin level by dealing with the common
challenges and by enhancing its potentials. In coherence with this objective, joint projects may be submitted under
the following four priorities:

the promotion of socio-economic development and the enhancement of territories;

the promotion of environmental sustainability;

the promotion of better conditions and modalities for ensuring the mobility of persons, goods and capitals and

the promotion of cultural dialogue and local governance.
The entities eligible to participate in such projects include public bodies, local, regional and central administrations,
companies and other private organisations, universities, non-governmental organisations, traders’ associations and
organisations representing economic and social actors. Note that a co-financing element amounting to a minimum
of 10% of the budgetary allocation is required in order to be able to participate in such projects. The deadline for the

submission of the project proposals has been extended to TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER 2009 instead of 16th Sep-
tember 2009.

Youth & Non-Formal Education

Action 4, Youth Support Systems, of the Youth in Action programme, will support projects that target the introduc-
tion, implementation and promotion of creative, innovative and qualitative elements in non-formal education and
youth work for a non profit-making purpose. This may relate to the activity content and/or the methods used pro-
vided these are based on novel approaches. Priority will be assigned to projects focusing on media literacy of young
people and e-youth work. This call is associated with the current European Year of Creativity and Innovation and
offers an overall budget of €1.2 million.

Further details about this call are available on http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/youth/funding/2009/
call_action_4_4_en.php. Deadline: 30 September 2009

In-service Training — Grundtvig Funding

If you are looking for funding to attend a MEDIA training course or wish to train in your area of work, you can apply
for EU funding under the Grundtvig programme. The deadline for applications is 15th September 2009 for courses
taking place between 1 January and 30 April. The training activity is eligible in terms of duration (from 5 full work-
ing days up to 6 weeks). The application form for in-service training can be downloaded from the following

link: http://www.llp.eupa.org.mt/content.php?id=15
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