Europe Celebrates EU Maritime Day
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The European Maritime Day was celebrated on May a6 occasion to highlight the
important role the oceans and seas play in theydagrlife of Europeans, as well as to
increase awareness on how the marine sector psovmlethe other sectors of the
economy. As a matter of fact, the European contimgra maritime continent, as it
consists of 70 000 Km of coastline, while 22 of Bid’'s 27 Member States are coastal or
island States.

This year, the European Commission teamed up wéhlItalian government for the
organization of a conference marking this day. Anbar of exhibitions and workshops
were also organised by various groups and NGOs fildfarent EU Member States,
including Malta. The conference focused on perigheraritime regions and a number of
issues related to the sea and to the EU maritinieypwere debated. The maritime
regions of the EU account for 40% of its GDP andpopulation

Since 2004, the European Union has been workimgvtave all EU states in the shaping
of its own maritime policy. This has enabled furtdevelopment in Europe’s maritime
assets and Europe is now expected to tackle thalspad territorial dimension and
governance. Through a maritime policy of its owre European Union is expected to be
in a better position to help both land-based andtmme activities. These would include
tourism, climate change, shipbuilding, environmantl marine heritage and the reform
of the Common Fisheries Policy.

Better governance is being proposed as the keyofolee regions, especially in cross-
border and transnational areas - which are thefades between the citizens and the
economic and social stakeholders on the one haddhrenEU institutions on the other.

Europe’s challenges, such as globalization, clinGtange, energy sustainability and
environmental pressures on the coasts and the deabave a direct impact on the
maritime sector. All these factors, when taken ygobth regional and local authorities,
can contribute towards shaping and implementinduhee of Europe’s maritime policy.
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