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hat must a country do to join the EU?

Are there any criteria?

For a country to join the EU, it must fulfil a set of conditions. These are known as the accession
criteria. They are:

The political criterion

e This means that the candidate country must have stable institutions
guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for
minorities;

e MALTA passes this test.

The economic criterion

e This means that the candidate country must have a functioning market
economy which is able to withstand competition;

e MALTA passes this test.

The adoption of EU law

e  This means that the country must adopt the EU laws that apply to all EU
countries. The set of EU laws is known as the “acquis communautaire” or
the “acquis”.

e MALTA does not yet pass this test. It is still in the process of
adopting EU law.

The implementation of EU law
e  This means that the country must be in a position to show that it is able
to enforce the laws that it would have adopted.

e MALTA does not yet pass this test. It is still in the process of
strengthening its civil service or setting up new structures to
be able to enforce laws.

QA D

Once a country fulfils the above criteria, it qualifies to join the EU. The fulfiiment of the
criteria is assessed during the process of negotiations. In Malta’s case, the focus is on the
third and fourth criteria.



When did negotiations with Malta start?

Official negotiations for Malta’s membership
of the European Union started in February
2000.

3.

Is Malta the only country negotiating EU

membership?

No. Currently, the EU is negotiating with
twelve candidate countries. Half of them
started negotiations two years ahead of

Countries that are members of the EU
Austria (1995)

Belgium (1957)
Denmark (1973)
Finland (1995)

France (1957)
Germany (1957)
Greece (1981)

Ireland (1973)

Italy (1957)
Luxembourg (1957)
Netherlands (1957)
Portugal (1986)

Spain (1986)

Sweden (1995)

United Kingdom (1973)

Malta, in 1998, whereas another five
countries started negotiations at the same
time as Malta, in February 2000.

Countries that started negotiations
in 1998

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Estonia

Hungary

Poland

Slovenia

Countries that started negotiations
in 2000

Bulgaria

Latvia

Lithuania

MALTA

Romania

Slovakia



Which areas are covered in negotiations?

Negotiations are conducted in thirty-one
different areas. The following table lists the
areas of negotiations and indicates the areas
where negotiations have been closed by

October 2001 and where Malta has
submitted specific requests for negotiations.

NEGOTIATING MALTA’S NEGOTIATING
AREA NEGOTIATIONS BY REQUESTS
SEPTEMBER 2001 BY MALTA

1 Free trade of goods Closed YES
2 Free movement of workers Closed YES
3 Free trade of services Closed NO
4 Free movement of capital Open YES
5 Company Law Closed NO
6 Competition policy Open YES
7 Agriculture Not open YES
8 Fisheries Open YES
9 Transport Closed YES
10 | Taxation Open YES
11 | Economic and Monetary Union (The Euro) Closed NO
12 | Statistics Closed NO
13 | Social Policy and Employment Open YES
14 | Energy Closed YES
15 | Industrial Policy Closed NO
16 | SMEs Closed NO
17 | Science and Research Closed NO
18 | Education and Training Closed NO
19 | Telecommunications Closed NO
20 | Culture and audio-visual Policy Closed NO
21 | Regional Policy Open YES
22 | Environment Open YES
23 | Consumer and Health Protection Closed NO
24 | Justice & Home Affairs Open YES
25 | Customs Union Open NO
26 | External Relations Closed NO
27 | Common Foreign and Security Policy Closed NO
28 | Financial Control Closed NO
29 | Financial and Budgetary Provisions Open YES
30 | Institutions Not open -

31 | Other matters Not open -




How are negotiations conducted?

Negotiations are conducted on a day-to-
day basis through the regular exchange of
documents and correspondence. Most of
the work is carried out by technical officers,
part of the civil service who are either based
in Malta or in Malta’s Embassy in Brussels.
From time to time meetings at the level of

6.

negotiators are held. These are known as
“deputies’ meetings”. At least twice a year,
ministerial meetings are held at the level of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs.

Who is involved in negotiations on Malta’s side?

Negotiations are carried out under the
political responsibility of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs. In addition, a Core
Negotiating Group (CNG) was set up to
conduct negotiations. This is supported by

Richard Cachia Caruana - Personal Assistant of the PrimeMinister

a Negotiations Secretariat which is based
at the Office of the Prime Minister. The
members of the Core Negotiating Group
are the following:

Simon Busuttil - Head of the Malta-EU

Patrick Tabone - Personal Assistant of the

Chairman
Victor Camilleri - Malta’s Ambassador in Brussels Member
Saviour Falzon - Head of the EU Directorate in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Member
Information Centre (MIC) Member
Minister of Foreign Affairs Member

In addition to the Core Negotiating Group
there are around four hundred public officers
from different Ministries, Government
departments and public authorities or
agencies involved in the negotiating process
at different levels. This depends on the area

that is discussed which often requires a high
level of expertise on very detailed and
technical subjects.



Are non-governmental organisations involved?

Yes. There are over one hundred different
non-governmental organisations that are
involved in Malta’s EU accession process.
These include the major trade unions,
employers’ associations as well as other
non-governmental organisations
representing different interest groups and
sectors, such as agriculture, trade,
environment, hunting, youth, professionals,
culture and so on. All these organisations

participate in the Malta-EU Steering and
Action Committee (MEUSAC) which
supervises the entire process.

Are political parties involved?

Yes. Of the three local political parties, the
Nationalist Party and Alternattiva
Demokratika accepted the invitation to be
involved in the accession process and are
members of the core group of the Malta-
EU Steering and Action Committee
(MEUSAC). The Malta Labour Party declined
the invitation.



Who is involved in negotiations on the EU’s

side?

Negotiations take place in the form of a
conference among governments. This is
known as an “intergovernmental
conference”. In this conference, Malta is
represented by the Maltese government (in
our case by the Core Negotiating Group)
whereas the EU is represented by
governments of each of the fifteen EU
member countries. In Malta’s case, the
conference is known as the “Conference on
Malta’s Accession to the European Union”.
This means that negotiations are held
between governments.

However, it is the European Commission
that carries out most of the preparatory and
day-to-day work on behalf of the European
Union relating to the conduct of the
accession negotiations. Within the European
Commission, there is a team that is
responsible for negotiations with each
country, including Malta. This team is known
as the ‘Malta Team’ and is made up of a
number of officials who handle most of the

work related to negotiations and who co-
ordinate directly with Maltese officials. The
Malta team is led by Arrhi Palosuo, who was
formerly the EU ambassador in Estonia.

The EU Chief Negotiator overseeing
negotiations with all candidate countries is
Eneko Landaburu who is the Director General
responsible for the Enlargement Directorate
within the Commission. On the other hand,
the political responsibility lies with the EU
Commissioner Gunter Verheugen, who is
responsible specifically for enlargement.



10.

What exactly do we negotiate?

During negotiations, special arrangements may be requested by candidate countries. Special
arrangements may take the form of transition period, technical arrangements or, very
exceptionally, a derogation.

What is a transition period?

A transition period is a defined period of time, extending beyond the date of accession,
during which the country undertakes to bring itself into line with its EU obligations, possibly
with the help of financial or technical assistance from the EU. When requesting a transition
period, Malta would normally request a period which would extend beyond the date of
1st January 2003 which is the date that Malta has set for itself to be prepared for membership.

Can you give an example of a transition period requested by Malta?

Malta requested a transition period of seven years to bring down the level of
subsidies that it pays to the ship-building and ship-repair sector down to the
level that is permitted under EU law.

What is a technical arrangement?

A technical arrangement is requested when the candidate country feels that it cannot
comply with an EU law for technical, rather than for political reasons. If this is accepted,
then the candidate country would be allowed not to apply a particular EU law or to apply
it differently from other countries.

Can you give an example of a technical arrangement requested by Malta?

The first technical arrangement obtained by Malta related to the terminology
used in Malta when referring to 'evaporated milk' and 'low fat evaporated milk’
as well as for 'milk chocolate'. Malta uses the same terminology as the UK and
Ireland but not the same as continental Europe and EU law. But like the UK and
Ireland, Malta wanted and negotiated the right to retain the name for these
products despite the different meaning that they represent in EU law. The
reason, of course, is not to confuse Maltese consumers by changing labelling
of products that are familiar and widely-used. Clearly, this is a technical
arrangement, but it still represents a departure or derogation from EU law.
The EU accepted Malta’s request for this technical arrangement.

What is a derogation?

A derogation means that EU law would not apply. The candidate country that obtains a
derogation will, upon membership, be allowed not to apply EU law in a given specific area
or to apply it differently. Derogations are only allowed very exceptionally, since it is argued
that this goes against the very scope of having common rules. However, derogations have
been negotiated in the past and they are also often envisaged in EU law itself, allowing EU
countries to opt out of certain parts of any given law under certain conditions.

Can you give an example of a derogation requested by Malta?

Malta requested a derogation from EU law to permanently retain some form
of restrictions on the right of EU nationals to purchase property in Malta. This
issue is still subject to negotiations and is one of Malta’s most politically sensitive
issues that are being negotiated.



11.

What Is the current situation in Malta’s negotiating

process?

Negotiations are held on all areas of EU law
which have been divided into 31 different
areas (see table on page 6). By October
2001, Malta had opened negotiations in 28
out of a total of 31 areas and closed
negotiations in 17 areas.

In the first fourteen areas where negotiations
were closed, Malta made no requests for
special arrangements. But in the areas of
free movement of persons, free trade in
products and in energy, Malta requested a
number of special arrangements, including
transitional periods and technical
arrangements. These were accepted by the
EU side and were the first concessions
negotiated by Malta in the entire negotiating
process.

Negotiations in areas where Malta did not

request any particular special considerations
were closed much faster than those where
negotiating requests were submitted. The
table on page 6 indicates the areas where
Malta submitted negotiating requests and
the areas where it did not. A look at this
table immediately shows how negotiating
requests were necessary in areas that are
obviously difficult in nature.



12.

What are Malta’s main negotiating points?

Malta is making negotiating requests in 14
different areas. The most important are the
following:

Malta wants to maintain certain restrictions
on secondary residences and of real estate
for speculative purposes.

Malta requests a transition period until 2010
before phasing down subsidies to these
sectors to levels that are acceptable under
EU law. The transition period is being
requested in order to ensure an orderly
adjustment process in the light of the socio-
economic implications.

Malta wants a transition period until 2006
to adjust the operations of Enemalta in view
of the liberalisation of the importation,
stocking and sales of petroleum products.

Malta wants a transition period in respect
of companies which have obtained subsidies
granted under the Industrial Development
Act (Cap. 325) and the Malta Freeport Act
(Cap. 334) in order to allow these
companies to continue to enjoy these
benefits until they come to an end.

Malta wants to maintain a 25-mile fisheries
conservation and management zone in
order to prevent increase in fishing effort
in these waters. Malta also wants special
arrangements relating to fishing vessels and
the type of fish that is caught in Maltese
waters.



In the area of transport, Malta is requesting
a transition period

e Until 2005 to apply the EU VRT law
with respect to the obligatory testing
of the general conditions and suspension
of vehicles,

e Until 2005 for the introduction of
minimum road taxes on Maltese
registered trucks

e Until 2006 to apply the EU law on the
installation and use of speed limitation
devices for trucks and coaches.

Negotiations on transport were closed in
October 2001 and Malta’s requests were
accepted.

Malta requests to maintain the following
sensitive items VAT-free: food, printed matter,
medicine, medical equipment, passenger
transport, water, gas, electricity, as well as
the sale of new buildings and building land.

Malta is requesting a transition period

e Until 2007 to implement EU law on the
48-hour week

e Until 2006 to implement safety
standards on work equipment

e Until 2004 to control noise risks for
workers

e Until 2004 to implement safety
standards on construction sites.

Malta is seeking to negotiate a special

package for the agricultural sector that
would take into account the specific
circumstances of this sector in our country.
Please ask for more details on this area from
MIC.

Environment is a classic case where our
standards lag behind EU standards and
where Malta therefore had to request more
time before being able to adapt to EU
standards. Malta is also requesting financial
assistance from the EU to help in the
investment that is required. The following
transition periods are being requested:

To apply EU standards on the quality of
petrol and diesel fuels (phasing-out of



To apply EU standards on air quality
ivolatile orianic comiound emissions
ot petrol, particularly with regard to the

road tanker fleet.

To apply EU standards on the quality of
water with regard to urban waste-water
t!e construction o' waste-water

infrastructure.

To apply EU standards on the quality of
bathing water with regard to pollution
!lsc!arge! Into t!e aquatic environment,
to allow industry to meet the EU sewage
disposal parameters.

To apply EU standards on the quality of
drinking water with regard to content of

nitrate quoride| conductiviti| chIoride|

To apply EU standards on Integrated
Pollution Prevention and Control with
regard to water quality.

To apply EU standards on the limitation of
emissions from large combustion plants
with regard to Delimara Power Station and

To apply EU standards on the control of
major-accident hazards involving
dangerous substances and to allow affected

To apply EU standards on substances that
deplete the ozone layer (phasing out of
methyl bromide).

Packaging Waste Until 2006

To apply EU standards on Packaging and
Packaging Waste pending the
establishment of the integrated solid waste
management collection and disposal

packaging regime.
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What about hunting?

On the issue of hunting, Malta will apply
EU law on the protection of birds. However,
within the framework of its current laws,
measures will be taken to maintain, after
membership, the traditional patterns of
hunting and trapping which have evolved

14.

What about EU Funds?

as a result of Malta’s
particular
biogeographical
circumstances.

Will Malta qualify for funding?

Yes. In negotiations, Malta is making the
case that after membership it will be eligible
for support from all the EU Structural Funds,
namely the European Regional Development
Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund
(ESF), the European Agricultural Guidance
and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF) and the
Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance
(FIFG) under Objective One.

Malta also considers that it will be eligible
for support from another EU fund, the
Cohesion Fund, which provides financial
assistance for infrastructural projects in the
transport and environment. Malta also wants
to participate in all Community Initiatives,
Innovative Actions and Technical Assistance
and in all EU programmes.

What is “Objective One”?

“Objective One” means the classification of

countries (or regions) that qualify for the
highest level of EU funding because they
have a level of economic development which
is less than three quarters of the EU average.
Latest statistics show that Malta’s GDP stands
at just 53% of the EU average. Until it
reaches the level of 75% of the EU average,
Malta would be automatically eligible for
EU funding as an “Objective One” country.



15.

What about our membership fee?

How much will we pay as members?

As far as our contribution to the EU budget
is concerned, this is still to be quantified and
will be known before accession. However,
during negotiations, Malta is requesting
transitory corrective measures. This means
that Malta wants its payments to be phased
in so that we do not start paying our full
fees immediately or before receiving EU
funds. Similar corrective measures have been
granted in previous enlargements.

16.

What about GOZ0O?

Is something specific being negotiated for Gozo?

During negotiations, Malta wants to ensure
that Gozo’s specificities are taken into account
in all sectors, whether transport,
environment, tourism or agriculture. Malta
also wants Gozo to be considered as a distinct
region within the islands of Malta.
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What did Malta obtain so far?

In this sensitive area, Malta secured a special safeguard that may be applied in the event
of a big influx of EU workers into Malta.

As a first safeguard, Malta requested a seven year period, from the
date of membership, during which may apply safeguards on the
right of EU workers to seek work in Malta. Restrictions may be
imposed unilaterally by Malta in urgent and exceptional cases
where the flow of EU workers puts a strain on the local labour
market or even on parts of it.

As a second safeguard, Malta requested that after the first seven
year period is over, in the event of a disproportionate influx of EU
workers, Malta should still seek a remedy through the EU institutions.

At the same time, Malta wanted to secure the right for Maltese
citizens to seek work in other EU countries from the first day of
membership without any restrictions whatsoever.

Malta’s requests were accepted by the EU and negotiations in this area have
now been provisionally closed in June 2001.

If you want to know more about the outcome of negotiations in this area, have
a look at the 4th edition of this series which is entirely dedicated to a step-by-
step explanation of the implications of negotiations on free movement of



What did Malta obtain so far?

persons.

Negotiations in this area were like agreeing
on the terms of a free trade area with the
EU on industrial goods. Non-industrial goods
(that is, food and agricultural goods) are
covered in other areas.

While accepting all the principles that come
with free trade, the Maltese Government
submitted certain requests for special
arrangement after making the assessment
that these were necessary to safeguard
Malta’s interest in certain areas. Malta
requested a transition period until 2007 for
the renewal of marketing authorisations for
pharmaceuticals in line with EU law. Malta
also requested a technical arrangement for
milk and chocolate products in order to
retain the present labelling names for
‘evaporated milk' and 'low fat evaporated
milk' as well as for 'milk chocolate’.

Malta’s requests in this area were accepted
by the EU. Negotiations in this area have
been provisionally closed.

Malta has obtained a transition period until
2007 for increasing fuel stocks and storage
capacity to 90 days in accordance with EU
for the purposes of security and emergency.
Malta’s requests in this area were accepted
by the EU. Negotiations in this area have
been provisionally closed.



18. How can | be affected by
what is going on...

Here are a few concrete examples of how you are already being affected
by decisions that are being taken as part of Malta’s preparations for
EU membership.

Free Trade: How it affects you...

From the consumer’s point of view, increased competition in those areas where levies are
being removed should normally result to increased quality, wider choice and cheaper prices.
Among the products where levies are already being phased out there is furniture.

Malta already exports to the EU duty-free, but this is conditional to Maltese products
requiring a significant amount of work input (value-added) in our country. This means that
not all products can be manufactured in Malta today and benefit from duty-free access to
the EU and this can act as a disincentive to foreign direct investment. Upon membership,
these restrictions (rules of origin) will be removed and complete access will be possible to
all products irrespective of whether they were produced in Malta in whole or in small part.
On the other hand, there are also considerations related to the importation of raw material
from outside the EU. Upon membership, these supplies may be subject to new or higher
EU customs duties, unless they may be sourced from different non-EU countries which enjoy
duty-free access to the EU. Imports from outside the EU are tackled in negotiations on the
EU’s so-called “Customs Union” where negotiations are still open.

The local manufacturing industry that caters for the Maltese market (e.g. furniture sector)
has been protected for a number of years through levies on imported products. These levies
will be removed by January 2003. (Levies on agro-industrial products and agricultural
produce will be negotiated during talks on agriculture).

As a result, local companies in this area will be exposed to stiffer competition with EU
products and this is one of the reasons why the restructuring exercise in these sectors is
being undertaken. Those enterprises that already engage in some form of export or that
do not export but are willing to specialise in particular products, areas or markets, may find
restructuring easier. On the other hand, other firms may find that they may not be able to
withstand competition and would therefore need to redirect their business efforts or even
stop their production altogether.

Importation into Malta is already liberalised with very few exceptions. Now, these exceptions
too will be gradually removed. Importation may therefore grow in areas where levies are
being removed, whether industrial goods (such as furniture) or eventually other goods (such
as food). In some cases, levies are so high that importation is not feasible. Once these levies
are removed, importation of these products will be more likely. Liberalisation and the removal
of levies strengthens the position of the importer because it makes imported products more
competitive.



Telecommunications: How it affects you...

As a result of negotiations, in 2000, a decision was taken to open the Maltese
telecommunications sector to competition as is required by EU law. By 1st January 2003 at
the latest, the telecommunications sector in Malta will be fully liberalised. Liberalisation
means that all local companies operating in this sector would be in a position to compete
against each in order to attract new clients. New companies can also enter the market.
The local telecommunications market is being liberalised as follows: all telecommunications
services (2000), except for:

Mobile telephones
Second licence granted in 2000
Third licence from January 2003
Cable television
June 2001
International gateway services, including data services
January 2003
Fixed-line telephones
January 2003

Experience in countries all over the world has shown that liberalisation of telecommunications
has led to significant price reductions and better service for consumers. It has also shown
that the demand for telecommunications services, particularly in the mobile sector, has
grown substantially. This has already been experienced in Malta where in less than a year
from liberalisation, one person in every three now has a mobile phone. This is still less than
in EU countries.

Experience in other countries has shown that the liberalisation of telecommunications
stimulates job creation. This trend is also being experienced in Malta. However, there is
concern that unskilled jobs at Maltacom may be at risk and would need to be cushioned by
specific training, re-training and other social measures. The government has committed itself
to specific action to counter this effect.



EU Programmes

As a result of negotiations in the areas of education, training and research, Malta can now
participate in the most important EU programmes. Between the year 2000 and 2001, Malta
started participating, for the first time in full, in the EU programmes on education (Socrates),
training (Leonardo da Vinci), youth and research (Fifth Framework Programme). Here are
some of the results achieved by September 2001:

Education (Socrates):

During the academic year 2000-2001, around
100 Maltese university students participated
in student exchanges under the Erasmus
programme and 6 Maltese schools
participated in the Comenius programme.

Between 300 - 350 places are available for
Maltese university students during the
academic year 2001-2002 and 44 eligible
applications were put forward by schools
across Malta and Gozo to participate in the Comenius programme during 2001-2002.
Training (Leonardo da Vinci):
Contracts allowing 191 individuals to participate in the mobility action of this programme
(placement), have been signed so far. In 2002, it’s expected that there will be 100 Maltese
beneficiaries.
Youth programme:
In 2001, a total of 164 youths from various local councils and youth groups are participating
in youth exchange.

Fifth Framework Programme
At least 20 applications have been submitted by Maltese organisations in 2001.
Other EU Programmes:

As part of its preparations for EU membership, Malta is now negotiating a new agreement
that will entitle us to participate in all other EU programmes in various other areas,
including culture, media and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).



19.

hat about the issue of neutrality?

Negotiations in the area of foreign affairs
were concluded in June 2000. As a result of
these negotiations it was established that
Malta would not lose its neutrality status
because of EU membership in the same way
as four EU countries, Austria, Ireland, Finland
and Sweden have retained their neutrality
after they joined the EU. This position was
accepted by the EU.

Apart from neutrality, the EU also
acknowledged and accepted Malta’s policy
that it does not want to form part of any
military alliance and that Malta does not
want to serve as a military base. Malta’s
participation in any EU defence initiative will

be entirely voluntary and as a result of
membership, Malta will not be obliged to
participate in any such initiative without its
consent.

In November 2000, Malta announced that
its wants to limit its participation in the new
EU Rapid Reaction Force to humanitarian
missions. EU initiatives in foreign affairs,
security and defence require unanimity, that
is the agreement of all EU countries. Individual
countries may also choose to abstain from
any EU decision or action in these areas.



20.

What will be Malta’s say in the EU?

In December 2000, EU countries agreed at the Nice Summit on how the EU structures and
institutions should be reformed in order to take in new members. This is how the new
changes will affect Malta:

The Commission has an important role in the EU because this is where most new EU
initiatives are prepared. Commissioners take an oath of independence and cannot take
instructions from the government that nominated them.

e All EU countries, including Malta, will have one Commissioner.

« So far, Germany, France, Britain, Italy and Spain had a second Commissioner each, but
will lose this right from 2005.

* \When there are 27 members, EU countries should reduce the size of the Commission and
start using a rotation system that treats members equally. This decision would require the
unanimous agreement of all countries.

The Council of Ministers is the main decision-making body of the EU. It is composed of one
minister from each member state. Malta will be represented by one minister in the Council
of Ministers. In Council, voting can take place either by unanimity or by majority voting:

(a) Unanimity: This means that the agreement of each EU country, including Malta, would
be required for a decision to be adopted. Areas where unanimity has been retained
include defence, foreign policy, taxation, social security, immigration, border controls,
culture, broadcasting, health and education.

(b) Qualified majority voting: Most decisions in Council require the support of a qualified
majority. In such cases, a decision is only approved if it obtains the support of (a) at
least half of the EU countries and (b) 258 votes out of a total of 345 (Malta has 3 votes,
Germany, 29). Countries may ask to verify that the decision represents the support of
at least 62% of the total EU population. This system ensures that neither the large
countries alone, nor small countries alone can obtain a qualified majority. In practice,
however, most decisions where majority voting is required are reached by consensus
without any need to take a vote.

Malta will have 5 seats in the European Parliament out of 732. Members of the Parliament
do not sit by country but according to their political grouping. Currently, the Christian
Democrats (EPP) form the largest group, followed by the Socialists (PES).

Each country, including Malta, will hold the presidency of the EU (Council) for a period of
six months on the basis of rotation.



Country

Germany
Britain
France

Italy

Spain
Poland
Romania
Netherlands
Greece
Czech Republic
Belgium
Hungary
Portugal
Sweden
Bulgaria
Austria
Slovakia
Denmark
Finland
Ireland
Lithuania
Latvia
Slovenia
Estonia
Cyprus
Luxembourg
MALTA

opulation
in mills)

P
(

82.038
59.247
58.966
57.610
39.394
38.667
22.489
15.760
10.533
10.290
10.213
10.092
9.980
8.854
8.230
8.082
5.393
5.313
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21.

When will negotiations come to an end?

At a summit meeting held in Gothenburg
(Sweden) in June 2001, EU countries decided
that provided that progress is maintained,
it should be possible to complete
negotiations with the most advanced
countries by the end of 2002.

22.

When will enlargement take place?

Is there a date for enlargement?

Most applicant countries have set the 1st
January 2003 as the deadline when they will
be ready for membership. But this is not
the actual date when they will join since
this will also depend on the duration of
negotiations and on the setting of the date
by the EU.

The EU itself has not yet set a specific date
for the next enlargement. However, the
timeframe is now clear. In the EU Summit
of June 2001, in Gothenburg (Sweden),
leaders of EU countries agreed that the
objective is that new countries would
participate in the next European
Parliament elections of June 2004, as
members. This means that enlargement
must have taken place by January 2003 at
the earliest and the first half of 2004 at the
latest.

In our case, in Malta, of course, whether
we join the EU does not only depend on
completing negotiations or the EU setting
a fixed date. It also depends on the outcome
of a referendum in which the Maltese people
will decide on whether our country should
join or not.



23.
F"What are the next steps?

Negotiations will continue and they have
now entered a crucial stage where the tough
nuts need to be cracked open. Difficult
negotiations are to be expected in areas
such as competition, property, agriculture,
taxation and environment.

24.

Does Malta have a detailed plan outlining its

steps towards membership?

Yes. Malta’s detailed plan for proceeding
towards accession is known as the National
Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis
(NPAA). The NPAA is regularly updated and
is available free-of-charge to the public.
Please contact MIC to get your copy or if
you have access to the internet, please
download it directly from the following link:

http://www.mic.org.mt



25.

Can | obtain a copy of Malta’s Negotiating

Position Paper?

Yes. Malta’s negotiating position papers in
all those areas where negotiations have been
opened have been made public. You can
obtain a copy of Malta’s Negotiating Position
Paper free-of-charge from the Malta-EU
Information Centre (MIC) or by down-
loading it directly from MIC’s internet web
site:

www.mic.org.mt

If you do not have access to the internet,
you can call the MIC and receive a copy of
the papers by mail.

26.

| heard that studies on the impact of EU

membership have been prepared.
Can | obtain a copy?

Yes. Studies of the impact of EU membership
have been prepared in several areas. With
very few exceptions where information is
case-sensitive, reports are available to the
public. These reports do not necessarily
reflect the views or the position of the
Maltese government during negotiations.
Nevertheless, they are interesting and
important tools for information purposes.

You can obtain a copy of any or all of the

impact assessment studies free of charge
from the Malta-EU Information Centre (MIC)
or by down-loading it directly from MIC’s
internet web site:

www.mic.org.mt

If you do not have access to the internet,
you can call the MIC and obtain a copy.
Hard copies are strictly given to individuals
who genuinely do not have access to the
internet.



Annex 1

Chronology of Malta EU relations

Malta signs an Association Agreement with the European Economic Community.

1990 July Malta applies to join the European Union.
1993 June The European Commission publishes its opinion (avis) about Malta's
application.

1996 November Malta suspends its application and instead asks for the establishment
of a Free Trade Area.

1998 September Malta reactivates its application to join the European Union.

1999 February The European Commission publishes an updated report on Malta's
application.

1999 April The Council of EU Ministers decides to start the screening process with
Malta during which EU laws (acquis communautaire) are compared
with those of Malta.

1999 October  The European Commission publishes another updated report on Malta
u recommends that negotiations are started with Malta. According to
the Commission, Malta satisfies the political and economic criteria for
membership, but the country still needs to work hard to adopt EU
laws.

2000 January  The process of screening ends. The process will now be update from
time to time to take into account new laws of the EU.

2000 February Malta starts accession negotiations with the EU.
2000 June Malta closes negotiations on seven sectors: industrial policy, small and
medium-sized enterprises, science and research, education and training,

telecommunications, external relations and common foreign and
security policy.

2000 October  Malta closes negotiations on three more sectors: statistics, culture and
audio-visual policy and consumer protection.

2000 November Malta closes negotiations on two more sectors: company law and
economic and monetary union.

2001 March Malta closes negotiations on financial control.

2001 June Malta closes negotiations on a further four sectors: free movement of
goods, persons and services, and on energy. In these sectors Malta
gets its first special arrangements requested during negotiations.

2001 October  Malta closes negotiations on transport and obtains four transitional

period.



Annex 2

How can | obtain more information?

List of EU information sources and contact details as follows:

General Public

Malta-EU.Information Centre

Address: 2nd Floor, Old University Building, St. Paul Str, Valletta
Tel: 2590 9192

Fax: 2122 7580

E-mail: euinfo.mic@magnet.mt

Web-site: Www.mic.org.mt

Delegation of the European Commission in Malta
Address: Villa 'The Vines', 51 Ta' Xbiex Sea Front, Ta' Xbiex
Tel: 2134 4891

Fax: 2134 4897

E-mail: mal2@delmt.cec.eu.int.

Students

European Documentation and Research Centre (EDRC)
Address: University of Malta, University Building, Tal-Qroqq
Tel: 3290 2001 / 3290 2998

Fax: 21337624

E-mail: edrc@um.edu.mt

Workers

GWU EU helpdesk for its members
UHM EU helpdesk for its members
Members of other unions may contact their union or the Malta-EU Information Centre.

Business Community

European Information and Correspondence Centre (EICC)

Address: METCO, San Gwann
Tel: 2149 7560

Fax: 2144 1106

E-mail: eicmt761@keyworld.net

EU Helpdesk Chamber of Commerce / Federation of Industry
Tel: 2122 4415

Fax: 2124 5223

E-mail euhelp@kemmunet.net.mt
Malta Business Bureau

Tel: 0032 2 5026091

Fax: 0032 2 5121353

E-mail leonard.mizzi@ibec.ie



