
REACH – 
Implementation 
and Effects within BASF

Matthias Meder
BASF SE – Department of Product Safety

REACH-ing Industry - The New European Chemical Legislation

Malta, November 28th 2008



18.11.2008 2

BASF - brief overview

BASF – The Chemical Company

Global sales 2007: 
€ 57.951 million 

Employees worldwide
at year-end 2007: 95.175 

More than 100 legal entities 
are dealing with REACH 

Headquarters
Verbund site Agricultural research station

Research center

Major chemical production site

Ludwigshafen, 
Germany

Antwerp, 
Belgium

Activities in Europe
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BASF SE Ludwigshafen - 
worldwide largest integrated industrial complex
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BASF Product Safety - 
Global Competence in Ludwigshafen

Toxicology Ecology
~ 300 employees on more than 12.000 m²
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Status REACH-Implementation 
within BASF

BASF started REACH implementation in 2004

Facts and figures of REACH at BASF

Several thousands substances to be registered

~ 40.000 pre-registrations (dataset = substance + legal entity)
~ 100 legal entities involved globally
Estimated costs: 500 to 550 M€ till 2018

Increase of pre-registrations due to re-import re-interpretation
All processes with ECHA have been tested successfully 
(pre-registrations, registrations, R&D exemptions)
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Some examples for 
current challenges of industry
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Ongoing changes of REACH interpretation and technical guideline documents: 
translation into practical processes and IT- / technical solutions need time

Constructive dialog within industry and with competent authorities for a 
pragmatic approach for REACH implementation

Registration (preparation of CSA / CSR and eSDS)

Definition of formats of  CSA / CSR / eSDS in practice

Practical cooperation within SIEFs / Consortia, 
data and cost sharing between manufacturers and importers

Practice of dialog within the supply chain – role of supplier and DUs

Extension of existing registrations of new substances

Practice of OR

...

Next challenges
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Communication issues – 
within M/I and within the supply chain 

Pre-registered
Substances 
(EINECS) 

• -----------------
• -----------------
• -----------------
• ....

Dialog between M/I
- phys.-chem. data
- tox data
- eco data

Dialog within 
supply chain

- uses
- exposures

„Questionnaires“
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SIEFreach - 
online since 21.08.2008
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CSA / CSR / eSDS: 
Cooperation and pragmatic approaches

1. Step
Basic exposure assessment

(no / minimal RMM)

2. Step
Generic exposure assessment

(specific OC / RMM)

3. Step
Individual exposure assessment

(individual OC / RMM)

RMM: Risk Management Measures; OC: Operational Conditions
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Problem of CBI-protection 
in a complex non-EU supply chain 

OR: Only Representative

DU: Downstream User

CBI: Confidential Business Information

DU

Manu- 
facturer

„Importer“ OR
EU

Fees, Information

Material, Information

Certificate

Information, Cost, 
Secrecy agreement

Preparation 
producer 

CBI?
CBI?

The OR is working
as a trustee

CBI?
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Challenge OR with CBI-protection: 
The “CODE OR – model”

Manu- 
facturer

Customer
1

Info

Product + Code C1

Product + Code Cn

Product

Code C1

Only
Represen-

tative

Customer
n

Info + Code C1

Code Cn

Down-
stream
User

Info + Code Cn

Copy of certificate

Certificate

Registration

EU
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Back up
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Only Representative: 
CBI in the supply chain

OR: Only Representative

DU: Downstream User

CBI: Confidential Business Information

DU

Manu- 
facturer

„Importer“
OR

EU
Less complex 

supply chain and if
no confidentiality needed:

Fees, Information

Material, Information

Certificate

Information, Cost
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