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Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests

The Czech Republic is the second among the MembkeesSjoining the
European Union in 2004 and 2007 to assume the Edidancy. The Czech
Presidency comes at a challenging moment for iosthe Presidency that
makes the agenda, but it is often the agenda thiesnthe Presidency. The
six-month period of the Czech Presidency coincidéf one of the most
crucial periods for the Union.

Globalisation is accelerating making the choice wieeh economic
interdependence and competition more difficult tanmpulate. The world is
being faced with an ever-increasing demand for ggneyet with an ever-
increasing pressure to combat climate change. [l[Hgal migration flows seem
never to stop, or at least diminish, when at th@eséime Europe is facing
negative demographic trends. The European finarsyislem requires to be
stabilized and the European economy boosted, wdtilste same time the EU’s
competition rules must continue to be respectece fdpercussions of the
Georgian crisis need to be reconciled with the fmallnew European security
architecture. The agenda is indeed heavy.

The three Es representing the three priorities utitee motto ‘Europe without
Barriers’, chosen by the Czech EU Presidency, igrefieant not only because
they address the short term challenges of the Uhiohalso because they are
decisive for Europe’s success in thé'2éntury.



The first E refers to the _economyand how to increase European
competitiveness. Having a prevalence of small aediuom sized enterprises
and having no resources except the human resowcthea motor of our
economy, Malta understands fully well how cruciaisi to continue to fulfill
the Lisbon Strategy Agenda and the structural negathat go with it. Thanks
to enlargement the EU has become the largest simgidet in the world,
serving 480 million people with a total Gross DoteBroduct (GDP) of more
than 12 trillion euros. We have the largest sladreorld export; we are the
greatest industrial producer and attract most imvest. Yet when it comes to
competitiveness, the EU still has outrun our Amaariand Asian friends. This
is why it is so crucial to reinvigorate the Lisb8trategy to make Europe the
world’s most competitive knowledge-based economthenworld by 2010. We
believe that it is important to continue developihgman capital through
education, research and innovation, to continueudail the administrative
burden, and to support SMEs, which account for tiwas of EU’s economic
growth. This has become even more important noenwh the present times
the SMEs are the most vulnerable to the currentldigorfinancial and
economic crisis.

We are glad to see an added impetus to dismarmtlesthaining barriers of the
four basic freedoms of the Union’s internal marketorder to unleash the
economic potential of Europe’s economy in these¢i@darly hard times. We

equally look forward to the stabilization of thedincial markets. The intention
of the Czech Presidency to continue on the workclviias already started is
welcome. It is important to keep our future prosyan focus and we await in

earnest the Czech Presidency’s implementationeEilropean recovery plan
that has been approved by the European Council-df2ZlDecember 2008 in
line with the Commission Communication of 26 Novemt his is based on an
effort equivalent in total to around 1.5 % of ther@pean Union Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). It envisages the init@mtd priority action to enable

our economies to adjust more rapidly to currentllehges. The Czech

Presidency has a particular role to play here ieinge that the Union’s

institutions adopt the necessary decisions, inolydivhere appropriate, as
regards the regulatory framework, in full complianwith the current financial

perspective and within a very near timetable.

Speaking about the European Council of 11-12 Deeerhlzannot put aside
the historic agreement reached there, between EWdd#Heof State and
Government, on the ambitious targets of the eneligydte change package.
The package introduced three targets — the three-2@r it seeks to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 20 %, to have 20 %eoEU’s total energy
consumption made up of renewable energy and t@eel0 % saving through
energy efficiency by 2020. The timing is appropidbr it gives a positive



signal to the world that environment is at the heathe EU'’s priorities. It sets
an example of true commitment for the rest of therldv Moreover it

strengthens the Union’s negotiating position in thehcoming Copenhagen
Conference of the Parties under the United Nati@ignate Change
Convention in December 2009.

It is timely but to a certain extent dictated by thvorld’s priority, that the
second Fof the Czech UE Presidency _is energihe EU has an ambition to
lead the world in the efforts to tackle climate mea. The challenge is great for
it comes at a time when the energy sources arentiegoprecariously scarce
and when the increased demand for energy is oftelye¢p upon by
international politics. In seeking European solusico these problems the
Czech EU Presidency will be taking through the cammant reached at last
December’'s European Council. This commitment heentkthe right balance
between environmental considerations, the EU’s aiitiyeness and security
of supply. It is with satisfaction that we note ttlihe Czech EU Presidency
does not stop there. It plans to address very etelgr the challenge of
interconnecting European energy networks and emhguacfunctioning energy
market. Up to this day, we are unable to sendggn that part of the EU,
where it is needed, whenever we need. An interatdedesnergy infrastructure
of all EU Member States is ghe qua non to a genuine energy market
functioning on the basis of demand and supply. isltin the interest of
everybody to pay attention to investment into theergy transmission
infrastructure. And the Czech EU Presidency hadlltackling this issue at the
same level as the enhancement of our capacity daterrenewable energy
resources, for it is agreed that a pan-Europeanstmssion network
complements the creation of renewable energy ssurce

We note with satisfaction the comprehensive waywbych the Czech EU
Presidency has taken on board the energy/climaaagehchallenge. In the
context of the constant risk of volatility in preeof global commodities
including oil, gas and lignite coal, of the largemtbustion plant Directive as
well as the auctions of CO2 emission permits, ttenario of shutting down
significant energy capacities in Europe is real. ooking deeper into
diversification assumes greater importance. We ave& the efforts of the
Czech EU Presidency to meet a number of transisupplying countries
including those from the Caspian region.

The third Eof the Czech EU Presidency priorities refers tooga in the world
Europe’s responsibility is such that it has no chobut to act in a way
commensurate with its role as a global player. fidoent Georgian crisis has
shown that the Union has indeed global responséslwhich it can shoulder
with considerable effect and through timely intertien.




The EU’s involvement in the Middle East remains amgoing priority.
Nonetheless, the EU’s responsibility in this ddkcgeriod assumes even
greater relevance days before an incoming new Wdrastration. In the next
few months, particular emphasis should be placedhenrole of the EU in
monitoring implementation of agreed commitmentsrale within the Quartet
and that as a principal regional contributor. Hu#s contribution to positively
influencing the situation on the ground, providiegcouragement to the
negotiations process and in addressing relatiotis ather partners and players
should also receive special attention.

Malta continues to believe that it is crucial tkie¢ EU intensifies its efforts to
nurture and enhance its relations with the Arabl@/arotably by developing a
political dialogue with the Arab League in the wakehe Ministerial meeting
held in Malta in February 2008. Consultations bemvéhe Commission and
the Arab League Secretariat have been encouraylafja is pleased to be
hosting the EU-Arab League Liaison Office in Madts& an embodiment of its
long-held European vocation. It is also fully sugpe of Egyptian efforts to

host a second Ministerial meeting during 2009, dsllaw-up to the Malta

meeting. Malta hopes that this endeavour will neee¢he Presidency’s fullest
support. Such an event should be regarded asteefustep in the direction of
an enriched and pre-emptive dialogue with the Avatwld that should

ultimately lead to a Summit at the appropriate jures

We also look forward to the strengthening of the’€Epolicy vis-a-vis its
eastern partners in the context of the Easternn&stiip as agreed at the
European Council. With regard to our southern Imeogirs, we also expect
bilateral work to be taken forward on the dosspa®aining to the countries of
North Africa, within the framework of the Europe&leighbourhood Policy.
On the multilateral level, the reinvigorated Unimn the Mediterranean should
produce the required stimulus through the elabmmatf concrete projects,
serving to add visibility and to inject renewed mtys to the Process. We must
aim for a balanced and sustained approach with tatheastern and southern
neighbours.

With regard to Libya, it is of great satisfaction hote that talks on a
framework agreement are now under way; we hope ttiatpace of these
negotiations will be a consistent one, enablingdeprogress to be registered
during the next six months.

Over the past few years, situated as we are iceh&e of the Mediterranean,
we have experienced the tragic loss of lives ofesdvmigrants in their
desperate attempt to reach European territory kat.borhere should be a
renewed emphasis on awareness campaigns in cauafr@igin focusing on
public information and/or education campaigns anribk of illegal migration,



particularly on the dangers of falling into the Hanof traffickers and
smugglers. We also need to address the root caisemss movements of
people - mass poverty, conflict, famine and thdiferation of failed states,
come to mind. Intensified efforts are required aonbat the illegal activities of
unscrupulous traffickers who exploit the plightfellow human beings for their
own gain. | believe greater pressure should be iegppto ensure that
governments in countries of origin live up to the@sponsibilities in this
sphere.

The endless influxes of illegal immigrants arrivimgEU territory in particular
through the southern borders, has stretched tlaadial and human resources
of Member States like Malta to the limits. The emsed number of illegal
immigrants is putting extreme pressure on the accodation capabilities as
well as the social fabric of the Maltese islandsil/appreciating the efforts
by the previous French Presidency, it is essettiatl in the overall migration
debate, the focus on illegal migration remainslearas ever during the Czech
Presidency. Legal migration is a positive factort lsannot be successful
without effectively tackling illegal immigration. 1@ must ensure that the thrust
of past initiatives is maintained, while at the satme finding alternative
solutions and innovative modalities to deal with tmpact of illegal migration
on countries of destination and transit.

Malta welcomes the adoption of the European Pactlmamigration and
Asylum as a very positive step forward and is pat#rly satisfied that the EU
IS recognizing the need for effective solidaritydaburden sharing with
Member States, such as Malta, who are faced witlecisp and
disproportionate pressures on their national asykystems. It is now
important to ensure that the momentum built overldist months is maintained
in 2009 aimed at implementing the key provisionstlod Pact within the
shortest possible timeframes. Indeed, while apgtieag the comprehensive
nature of the Pact, a number of points can ceytdrl identified as priorities
for Malta. These include the relocation of benefigs of protection, the
establishment of a European Asylum Support Offibe, effective return of
illegal migrants through the conclusion of ReadimissAgreements and
effective border controls through the strengthe@h§RONTEX.

Beyond our neighbourhood, the EU’s relations with United States remain
pivotal against the backdrop of the evolving ingional situation marked by a
number of emerging challenges, not least the diarfiatincial crisis that has
impacted on the lives of our citizens. Pursuedviddially, our strategies, valid
as they may be, are bound to be less effective.dialmgue must remain open
and frank, notwithstanding the divergences that orap up from time to time.
This relationship should continue to mature in &itspf equal partnership
underpinned by recognition of reciprocal strengéml experiences which



make a combination of efforts much more robustimately enabling us
to aim higher in pursuit of common goals.

We agree to continue the Enlargement Strategyiagstivital for the Union’s
credibility, with or without the Lisbon Treaty. &hThessaloniki Agenda of
2003 entitled “Moving towards European Integratiorémains Europe’s
agenda for the Western Balkans. We share the that\accession negotiations
with Croatia should be speeded up in order to lirtiee accession process by
the end of 2009. We also share the concerns orsithation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina where the political system is addingetbnic tensions. We
welcome the thrust that the Czech EU Presidenends to give in the area of
implementation of the visa liberalization roadmajosas to facilitate contact
with the EU for the citizens of the Western BalkaWwe are also not averse to
speeding up the progress in Turkey’s accessiontizigns.

Distinguished Guests,

The European Council of 11-12 December 2008 hadfireaed that the Treaty
of Lisbon is considered necessary in order to hbl enlarged Union to
function more efficiently, more democratically andore effectively in
international affairs. We have put legal guaranteesrder for Ireland to be
able to seek ratification of the Treaty by the eridhe term of the current
Commission. The solution found is an inclusive one.

During the past fifty years, through European irdéign, we have learned that
peaceful balancing of interests is possible.

The Lisbon Treaty is a historical project that wiéitermine the functioning of

the EU for the next decades. If the Lisbon Treatyoi succeed, it is important
that it has overall support. The Treaty refledie tEuropean belief that

democracy represents both its present and itséutde are just at the start and
not the end of the process. Let not this opporyugscape us.
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