


Pre-accession

� First established in 1999 to oversee the overall 
accession process and to act as a focal point of Malta’s 
accession process.

� Provided Civil Society with a forum to make itself heard 
and to help shape Malta’s position on the various aspects 
of EU membership.



Re-activated in 2008

Re-activated in July 2008 and entrusted with 3 main areas 
of responsibility:

� Consultation – EU legislative proposals
� Information – EU policies and funding programmes
� Assistance to Local Councils & NGOs on EU Funding



Organisation

� Falling within the Office of the Prime 
Minister, under the responsibility of the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Consumers, 
Fair Competition, Local Councils and Public 
Dialogue.
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Consultation

Based on a 3-tier system, consultation on 
EU-related matters is carried out on these 
levels:
•Core
•Sectoral
•Open/Public



The CORE GROUP

Chaired  by the Parliamentary Secretary Consumers, Fair 
Competition, Local Councils and Public Dialogue, the meeting is 
generally held on a monthly basis.

Consists of :

� high-level government officials and representatives
� 4 political parties (2 represented in Parliament & other 2)
� Constituted bodies (mainly employer bodies and trade unions)
� 3 elected representatives of civil society
� 2 Government-appointed experts



CORE GROUP

Discusses EU-related matters with national implicat ions, such as:

• European Policy on Migration
• Measures on work/life balance

• Anti-discrimination measures

• Energy Policy
• Maritime Transport Policy

• New skills for new jobs

• Adaptation to climate change
• Fisheries and Maritime Affairs

• Impact of ageing populations and employment

• Implementation of Services Directive and the Small Business Act
• Flexsecurity

• EU2020



SECTORAL COMMITTEES

9 Sectoral Committees (in general reflecting the Cou ncil’s configuration)

I. General Affairs
II. Economic and Financial Affairs
III. Justice and Home Affairs
IV. Employment, Social Policy and Health
V. Competitiveness and Consumer Affairs
VI. Transport, Telecommunications and Energy
VII. Agriculture and Fisheries
VIII. Environment
IX. Education, Youth and Culture



Sectoral Committees

Number of organisations involved (including Members 
of the Core Group) amounts to 52, coming from 
different backgrounds:

professional interests
local councils
businesses
sports associations
cooperatives
pensioners
socially-involved
women
environmental
workers



Open consultation sessions

Conducted ad hoc together with line Ministries on EU-developments and for 
which the structured processes are not deemed suitable.
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INFORMATION

On a daily basis the Information Unit:

� provides information on EU-related 
developments and funding programmes

� receives calls and emails from citizens, officials 
from the public sector, individuals from private 
entities and other bodies on queries related to their 
rights and obligations as EU citizens.



INFORMATION

� Contributes to printed media on a weekly basis 

� Produces its own in-house publications 

� Participates in local television and radio programmes to clarify and 
explain:
- certain EU facts and news that viewers or listeners may be     
interested to know about EU legislation and policy initiatives; 
- EU citizens’ rights; and     
- Signpost to the local authorities/agencies responsible for the 
matter being tackled.



INFORMATION

� Regularly organises seminars and 
conferences on 

- topics of current interest (presidency priorities, 
climate change, Lisbon Treaty)

- EU policies
- EU funding programmes



INFORMATION

Other key commitments include:

� The issue of a fortnightly newsletter (MEUSAC News) circulated with 
a local newspaper that features news, interviews, success stories and 
slots of general facts and figures about the European Union;

� The issue of e-newsletters on funding (Funding 4 yEU; Special Focus 
on SMEs);

� Kun Af, Sehemna fl-Ewropa & L-Unjoni Ewropea u Int - production of 
weekly radio programmes on local radio stations which provide 
listeners with the opportunity to learn:
i.  about topical issues through interviews and news features; 
ii. obtain information on funding opportunities and success stories.



MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP WITH EC

March 2009: European Commission and MEUSAC signed a Delegation 
Agreement:

� for MEUSAC to manage EC funds to implement a Joint 
Communication Plan.
� JCP – jointly agreed upon between Malta Government, EC and EP 
Office.
� Actions for 2009 included EP election campaign, creation of a cartoon 
figure, a road show that visited all village and town centres during 
summer, training of teachers and inter-generational camping.
� 2010 – Operations dedicated to the European Year for Combatting
Poverty & Social Exclusion; Adaptation of Cartoon and a European
Citizens’ toolkit.
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON EU FUNDING

Major obstacles for Local Councils and NGOs:

� How to acquire sufficient resources to sustain 
operations and activities

� From where to obtain information regarding 
alternative sources of funding



Identifying Funding Opportunities:

� MEUSAC assists local councils and NGOs to identify EU 
funding opportunities and to fulfil the necessary criteria for 
eligibility.

� The level of assistance offered by MEUSAC is tailor 
made for the needs of the local council or NGO and 
includes assistance on EU funds and on the development 
of plans for the implementation of the project. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON EU FUNDING



� Individual sessions are organised with local councils and NGOs to 
discuss project ideas that these entities wish to develop. 

� Technical assistance in the drafting of the project application.

� Offering advice in various areas such as eligibility of the project 
according to the established criteria and the necessary procedures for 
the submission of a project application.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON EU FUNDING



Applications submitted (Nov 2008 – February 2010)

Individual meetings (Nov 2008 – February 2010)

7Government Entities

59NGOs

161Total

95Local Councils

17Government Entities

120NGOs

205Total

68Local Councils

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON EU FUNDING



Overview of Funds obtained (Nov 2008 – February 2010 )

€ 1,329,295.5Government Entities

€ 2,411,076.78NGOs

€ 3,924,204.83Total

€ 183,832.55Local Councils

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON EU FUNDING



Malta:

280, Republic Street, Valletta

Tel 2200 3300

Gozo:

The Brokerage Level 2, Triq Santa Marta, Rabat

Tel 2155 0245

Email info.meusac@gov.mt


