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It is sometimes said Europe is all about moneyc@irse | totally disagree. To me Europe is
about common and shared values and goals. Howmsay people gauge the benefits of EU
membership in terms of how many Euro the countgaiging. | might add that at the end of the
day, people feel that the EU is working or not adew to how EU membership is affording
them a better standard of living. Indeed, the pt#dano the Treaty of Rome of 1957 declares
that the Member States are “resolved to ensureettmmomic and social progress of their
countries by common action to eliminate the basrighich divide Europe, affirming as the
essential objective of their efforts the constamipriovements of the living and working
conditions of their peoples”.

Both prior to Malta’'s accession to the EU five y@aago, and more insistently following
accession, tapping EU funds through the variouspiEdgirammes has been a priority for many
public and private entities. The Pre-Accession Buride 2004-2006 funding programmes and
now the 2007-2013 funding programmes have congtusignificantly to sustain the
development of the islands in many important sectdrhe two operational programmes for the
2007-2013 period are targeted at Investing in Cditiveness for a Better Quality of Life and
Empowering People for More Jobs and a Better Qualfit.ife respectively.

The Network to Know Project, funded from April 2008/ the European Commission’s

Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunitie& Progress Programme and bringing
together nine partners, four from East Englandfaredfrom other EU Member States (Bulgaria,

Hungary, Latvia, Malta and Spain), is aimed at memrt’ sharing and disseminating the

experience of utilising European Structural Fur@address issues relating to employment and
employability.

Targeting non-governmental organizations and Igoakernment, the project has concentrated on
particular themes which enable partners to shaperéige and knowledge. One very important
and useful tool has been the production of Guides/arious themes in different languages,

enabling new or experienced organizations in paicfields to understand how to maximise

the benefits of Structural Funds.

In the area of EU funds, the Malta-EU Steering Antlon Committee that | head has a number
of roles to play:
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1. We are responsible to disseminate to the pudsiovell as to local government and
NGOs, information on EU funding programmes.

We also pride in showcasing success stories.

We offer technical assistance to NGOs and Igogernment with respect to EU funding
programmes as my colleague Maria Schembri will itheeopportunity to describe later
on during this session.
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Moreover, MEUSAC is contributing towards governmerdverall strategy of assisting local
government and NGOs in maximising on EU fundingafymities. Recently, the government,
with the assistance of MEUSAC, launched a co-fimanpdund to help local government in
securing the co-financing element not covered by fithbls. We are also discussing how to
review our civil society fund in such a way as tegerve elements of the scheme as it has
operated so far and also provide co-financing toOdGon similar lines as that for local
government.

Support one EU funding is one of MEUSAC’s functiorisesides offering such support,
MEUSAC provides information on EU policy and fungiprogrammes and also manages the
consultation process on new EU legislation.

MEUSAC is currently undergoing a process of comdion. We have recently engaged new
members of staff in all three sectors of our openst funding support, information and
consultation. As part of this process, we are gtteming our new funding unit in order to help
us cope with the ever-increasing demands for asgistfrom local government and NGOs. We
are, at present, assisting numerous local couardsNGOs in applying for EU funds. Moreover,
we have strengthened our commitment to providermné&ion on the many funding programmes
available to local government and NGOs. Many times, do so in collaboration with other
public and private entities such as the PlannirdyRunorities Coordination Division of the Office
of the Prime Minister which manages EU Structuraids in Malta.

| compliment Fondazzjoni Temi Zammit and its parsnim the Network to Know Project. We
look forward to hearing more about the resultshi$ project and augur that it may serve to
encourage other NGOs to benefit from the programamesfunds that will serve “to eliminate
the barriers which divide Europe, affirming as @ssential objective of their efforts the constant
improvements of the living and working conditiorfgteeir peoples.”
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